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St. Ritaôs Catholic Parish 
Incorporating the areas of Victoria Point, Thornlands south, Redland Bay,  

Mount Cotton, Coochiemudlo Island and the Southern Bay Islands  

37-39 Benfer Road,  Victoria Point Q. 4165    

Parish Priest:  Fr. Leo Burke  

Pastoral Assistant:  Elaine Strati 

Office/ Presbytery:  

Ph:  07-3207 9177   Fax: 073207 9689 

Email: victoriapoint@bne.catholic.net.au 

Website: www.stritasparish.org 

 

Parish Secretaries:   Beverley Van Schie 

   Patricia Watson 

Parish Office Hours:  

 MonñThurs 9.00am- 3.30pm     

School Principal: Anne McKenny 

Ph: 3207 6628 Fax: 3207 6734 

 

Third Sunday of Lent - Year C  

Please Pray for : 

Our Sick : Peg Jamieson, Roisin Wohlsen, Therese Thomas, Robyn Holmes, Maria & Marko Volarevich, Rita 

Peck, Neil Leone, Kaleb Love,  Brodie McGovern, Noreen Owens, Siobhan Wilson, David Ayre, Fr Bill McCarthy 

(Indooroopilly), James Rieley (Pat Quennellõs Father), Mary Robertson, Molly Daniel, Annie Weston, Elly Lendering, Rita 

Weston, Ron Ghidella, Daphne Dale, Debbie Stone (Tracy Kubinekõs sister), Gay Ring, Michael Larner - Stone, Joan Lennon, 

Ian Scullion. 

 

Recently Deceased:   Kevin Francis Dunne (Eddie Dunneõs Brother), Brian Cleary 

 

Second Collection & Donations last week:  $2 593.30 Envelopes, Loose, Direct Debits, Credit Cards) 

Next Sundayôs readings: 4th Sunday of Lent - Joshua 5:9. 10-12; 2 Corinthians 5:17 - 21; Luke 15:1 - 3, 11ñ32 

Do You Deserve What You Get? 

 

The Emperor Napoleon had a rule in his army that anyone who went absent without 

leave, on being captured would be shot the next morning at breakfast time. There was 

a boy of seventeen who had seen many of his companions die. Scared, he ran away, 

but he was caught and was sentenced to be executed next morning at breakfast time. 

It so happened that this boy was the son of Napoleonõs cook. The mother went to 

plead for mercy. Eventually, Napoleon order her out of his sight saying, òWoman, 

your son does not deserve mercy.ó To this she replied, òYes, of course, you are right. 

He does not deserve mercy. If he deserved it, it would no longer be mercy.ó These 

words made Napoleon think again. 

Mercy is not mercy if it is deserved. A gift is not a gift if it is deserved. Gifts and 

mercy are what we get from God. Often the gifts are extremely well disguised ð 

sometimes so well disguised that it takes a lifetime to recognize them as gifts! What 

comes to us from God, good or bad, is totally undeserved. But even if it is unsolicited 

and undeserved it calls for a response from us. These are the paradoxes of Godõs 

ways of working with us, and Jesus is trying to grapple with them in todayõs Gospel 

Story. 

òAt that time some were present who told them about the Galileans whose blood Pilate had mixed with their sacrificesé and 

about the eighteen who were killed by a falling tower in Siloam. ò  He made it quite clear that what had happened in these two 

current events were not punishments for the sins of the participants.  Yet, he challenged his listeners to repent or such things 

may happen to them!  While there is no cause and effect between what happens to us and our good or bad behavior, we are still 

challenged to behave in a better way. 

Then he goes on to tell the story of the barren fig tree. The nature of a fig tree is to bear figs and so the master is angry with the 

tree that is barren. He orders it to be cut down but gives a reprieve for one year when the vine dresser pleads that it be given 

another chance. 

In meditation we are being still before the Lord so that our better nature can be called forth.  We are not there out of fear of  

punishment or in an effort to put God in our debt. We are just there to be with BEing itself. As we do this we cannot but  

become more honest and seek to act more in accordance with our better nature. We will also become more perceptive of Godõs 

Mercy and his gifts as they appear in our lives. 

 

Taken from Sundays into Silence - A Pathway to Life. Copyright É 1998 by Claretian Publications 

 

 

http://www.bible.claret.org/liturgy/daily/sundays_pierse/cycleC/C_3rdSunLent.htm#book#book


òHappiness is not a station you arrive at, but a manner of travellingó  Margaret Lee Runbeck  

PARISH NEWS  

New Parishioners  

If youõre moving in!  Welcome!!   

Please put your name in the Newcomers Book 

and collect a New Parishioners pack which all can 

be found  on the back table of the Church.   

Weõll be in touch soon!  

 

 

 

 

 

 
Is your credit card expiry date coming up soon?  

If the answer is yes, and you are a valued  

member of our Planned/Thanksgiving program, please 

notify the parish office of your new credit card  

details as soon as possible.   

Your contributions are greatly  

appreciated, and are a very necessary 

element in enabling the parish to  

fulfill its vision & mission.    

Benediction and Stations of the Cross:  

Benediction and Stations of the Cross will be held weekly on Friday evenings from 7.30pm in the 

Church.  Fr Leo will be available for the first rite of reconciliation thereafter.  

Donõt you love home made jams? 

There will be an array of home made jams, hand towels and cakes on sale this weekend after masses.  

To avoid disappointment be sure to stop, browse and purchase these wares!  

Friendship Group News : 

The first meeting for 2010 will be a St Patrickõs Day Garden party lunch.  This festive occasion will 

be held in the Presbytery grounds on Wednesday, 17th March commencing at 11.00am, with lunch 

to be served at 12.00noon.  The cost will be $10 per head. For catering purposes it  

imperative that you RSVP to Carol 3207 8035 or Eileen on 3207 6445 by 12th March.  

St Ritaõs Family Harmony Day  

The St Ritaõs School Parent Network would like to invite all members of St Ritaõs School and Parish community 

to participate in a Family Harmony Day.  This will be a great opportunity to have fun, while strengthening the 

bonds within the St Ritaõs community.  Activities on the day will include mixed relay races, ball games, sack-

races, ball and spoon races, netball & soccer games and the drawing a community mural.  

It will be held on Sunday, 21st March from 10am to 2pm, following 9am Mass on the school Oval, Multipurpose 

Court and Basketball court.   

Families are invited to BYO picnic lunch, drinks, chairs, picnic rugs and shade.   

A sausage sizzle, cold drinks and a coffee van will also be available to purchase from on the day.   

In order for this day to run smoothly, while being lots of fun, we are asking for people to help on 

the day.  If you are able to offer help in any way please contact the Parish Office.  
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