
4th April 2010 

 

St. Ritaôs Catholic Parish 
Incorporating the areas of Victoria Point, Thornlands south, Redland Bay,  

Mount Cotton, Coochiemudlo Island and the Southern Bay Islands  

37-39 Benfer Road,  Victoria Point Q. 4165    

Parish Priest:  Fr. Leo Burke  

Pastoral Assistant:  Elaine Strati 

Office/ Presbytery:  

Ph:  07-3207 9177   Fax: 073207 9689 

Email: victoriapoint@bne.catholic.net.au 

Website: www.stritasparish.org 

 

Parish Secretaries:   Beverley Van Schie 

   Patricia Watson 

Parish Office Hours:  

 MonñThurs 9.00am- 3.30pm     

School Principal: Anne McKenny 

Ph: 3207 6628 Fax: 3207 6734 

 

Easter Sunday - Year C  

Please Pray for : 

Our Sick :  Peg Jamieson, Roisin Wohlsen, Therese Thomas, Robyn Holmes, Marko Volarevich, Rita Peck, Neil Leone, 

Kaleb Love,  Brodie McGovern, Noreen Owens, Siobhan Wilson, David Ayre, Fr Bill McCarthy (Indooroopilly), James 

Rieley (Pat Quennellõs Father), Mary Robertson, Molly Daniel, Annie Weston, Elly Lendering, Rita Weston, Ron Ghidella, 

Daphne Dale, Debbie Stone (Tracy Kubinekõs sister), Gay Ring, Joan Lennon, Ian Scullion. 

Recently Deceased : Maria Volarevich, Narelle Chandler 

 

Second Collection & Donations last week:  $ 2 358.50 Envelopes, Loose, Direct Debits, Credit Cards) 

Next Sundayõs readings: Second Sunday of Easter - Acts 5:12 ð16;  Revelation 1:9ñ13, 17 - 19;  John 20: 19 - 31 

We welcome each one of you to this great celebration of Easter! 

 

If Easter were no more than something wonderful happening to Christ, then it 

would have little meaning for us.  But all Jesusõ actions in his life were for others.  

He spelt this out on Holy Thursday, by the washing of his friendsõ feet, showing 

that he was among them to serve them.  As a result of Jesusõ perfect love for us, his 

death was the ultimate act of self-giving and now his rising from the dead is for us 

too.  It affects us.  It means that we have the freedom to become new creatures, 

who can look forward to life in glory with God.  This is life-changing.  Even  

blundering, impulsive Peter, who had recently denied his Lord three times, is  

transformed into a fervent preacher of this Good News. Like him, too, all the wit-

nesses of the risen Christ were prepared even to lay down their lives for the truth, 

which they knew and believed.  All of us, those who have been believers for years 

as well as new Christians, are invited to the new life offered by the risen Christ.  With sins forgiven and our lives incorporated 

into the very life of God, what can we do but sing òAlleluiaó and be joyful?  Our religion is a faith of constant conversion, a  

turning towards our risen Lordñbecoming ever closer.   

In the Mass we commemorate the Death and Resurrection of Jesus and open ourselves to the transforming love of Jesus.  Each 

Sunday is a little Easter, when we can renew our baptismal commitment in the very presence of the risen, living Lord.  

If you would like to join us here more frequently for worship as we pray for peace, within ourselves, our families, our communit y, 

our nation and throughout the world ð you will be most welcome.  

Our parish priest is Father Leo Burke and he would love to meet you.  Please speak to him after Mass today or give him a call on 

3207 9177.  The other members of our parish team are Elaine Strati our Pastoral Assistant , Pat Watson and Beverley Van Schie our 

Parish secretaries, contact them on the same number, they would be delighted to hear from you.  

 

What Jesus came to tell us... 

ôYou are loved with an enormous love.  The life you lead is important.  I know you by name and I watch over you at all times.õ 

Jesus stretches out his arms to us and asks us to admit him into our lives!   ôCome to me all you who labour and are heavily  

burdened, and I will give you rest.õ 

To the woman taken in adultery, Jesus said,  ôIs there no one here to condemn you? No.  Well, neither will I condemn you.  Go and 

sin no more.õ 

To the short Zaccheus who have climbed a tree in order to see Jesus, he said, ôHurry down, Zaccheus, this day I want to dine in 

your home.õ 

Let us hear afresh today the invitation of Jesusñto come into our lives and give us that certain joy which will last for all  

eternity....  

ôIf today you hear his voice, harden not your heart!õ 

 



PARISH NEWS  

New Parishioners  

If youõre moving in!  Welcome!!   

Please put your name in the Newcomers Book 

and collect a New Parishioners pack which all can 

be found  on the back table of the Church.   

Weõll be in touch soon!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Is your credit card expiry date coming up soon?  

If the answer is yes, and you are a valued  

member of our Planned/Thanksgiving program, please 

notify the parish office of your new credit card  

details as soon as possible.   

Your contributions are greatly  

appreciated, and are a very neces-

sary element in enabling the parish to  

fulfill its vision & mission.    

The Little White Book  

Continue the Lenten endeavour after Easter to Pentecost, by setting aside 6 minutes of quiet time 

each day to read from your companion ñthe Little White Book.  These wonderful little books can 

be purchased from the back table at the cost of $5 each or if you take 10 or more ñ$4 each.  

Wanted:  Your small to medium glass jars  

The fete is fast approaching and we are in need of clean glass jars (small to medium) for jams and 

preserves.  So, before you toss those glass jars in the recycling bin, remember us and bring them in 

and place them in the box provided at the back door church.  Thankyou for your kindness.  

Eddie and Lorraine Dunne would like to thank Fr Leo and the Parishioners of  

St Ritaõs for their prayers, kind thoughts and expressions of support on the  

occasion of the death of Eddieõs brother, Kevin Dunne. 

 

Divine Mercy Sunday ñ11th April  

On Sunday, 11th April the 9.00am Mass will be followed by Chaplet of Divine Mercy, Reconciliation, 

Benediction and Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament.   

All are welcome . 

Fr  Leo and the parish staff would like to wish you all a happy and a holy Easter.  

May  our involvement in the Holy week ceremonies help us to strengthen our Christian faith. 

Many thanks go to our Liturgy Committee, Choir, Parish office staff and all volunteers for your 

efforts in the preparation and the presentation of the beautiful ceremonies during Holy week. 

St Ritaõs Community Fete 

Do you have any donations of pre -loved clothing, books, kids toys, trash and treasure 

for our annual St Ritaõs Community Fete?  A bin for the fete collections will once again 

be placed by the back door of the church, however until this is erected please leave 

your contributions at the back of the church.  

Please note that no electrical items can be accepted due to safety regulations.  

 

As Easter Monday is a public holiday the Christian Meditation Group and Rosary Group will be taking a well 

earned break.  These groups will resume the following week.  

Care & Concern News  

Due to the public holiday on Easter Monday the usual monthly meeting has been rescheduled to  

Monday, 12th April at 10.00am in the Church Meeting Room.   

   Please come along and join us you will be most welcome. 



Christ is the open door out of the cage of sin.  

Pro- Life Prayer and Rosary Crusade  

In the hope of preventing the legislation of abortion in Queensland, a Pro -Life and Rosary  

Crusade will be held in the Church every Thursday.  Prayers commence at 1.30pm followed by 

the Rosary.  

 

PARISH NEWS  

Project Compassion 2010  

Donations for the sixth week of Lent amounted to $953.95, bringing this year's total up to $2912.10. This was 

a tremendous effort.   A very big thank you to all contributors.  

This year's stories from Project Compassion for the six weeks of Lent have been both inspiring and heart -

wrenching.  They have shown us how big a contribution we can make to improve the lot of our less fortunate 

brothers and sisters both here throughout the world simply by diverting a small part of our good fortune to 

them through an organisation like Caritas.   This is truly a great way to respond to the gospel message to "Love 

your neighbour as yourself".   Please keep up your Lenten efforts and continue to support Catholic Social  

Justice initiatives - there are so many opportunities both here and overseas.  

Project Compassion contributions will continue to come in for several weeks so we won't be drawing a line under 

our 2010 campaign just yet.   If you would like to be part of this great effort, there is still time.   Just return 

your PC2010 envelopes or money boxes or put your offering in an envelope marked Project Compassion in any of 

the collections.   We are still hoping to meet our target of $4000.   

Collect your copy of the Australian Catholics Magazine  
The Easter edition of this informative magazine is now available free from the back table of the church.   

Be sure to collect your copy on the way out!  

Redlands Easter Family Festival  
On Easter SUNDAY, 4th April, the Redlands Easter Family Festival 2009 is underway from 4pm ð 8pm.    

This is a free -to -all visitors carnival -type festival is held at the Cleveland Showgrounds.  

 It is organised by the Churches across the Redlands to celebrate the Easter message  

of the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ  

and to help people understand its relevance in their lives.   

Attractions include free food, drinks, childrenõs games, writes,  

stage entertainment  and fireworks at 7.00pm.   

So come along and join in, you are sure to have a fantastic afternoon/evening!  

Adopt a Garden  

Our parish car park has been divided into 8 gardens.  One of these gardens, no 7, in the top 

left hand corner (as you drive in from the street), has lost its carer and is up for  

adoption!  If you enjoy gardening, we would be grateful for your green fingers!  The main 

responsibility of the gardening volunteer is to keep the adopted garden tidy and weed free.  

Please contact the parish office if you are able to assist in this regard.  

 

 

Quote  
ôPoor Thomas! He made one remark and has been branded as 

òDoubting Thomasó ever since. But if he doubted, he also  

believed.  He made what is certainly the most explicit  

statement of faith in the New Testament: òMy Lord and My 

God!ó (see John 20:24-28) and, in so expressing his faith, gave 

Christians a prayer that will be said till the end of time.õ    

From www.americancatholic.org    

http://www.americancatholic.org


DEANERY NEWS  
 

 

 

MEDITATIONS to Transform the Mind and Open the Heart  
 

These morning meditations, guided by Alan Carter, will offer techniques to enhance wholesome states of  
mind as a basis to increase oneõs love and compassion.  The technique can be applied within any religious/

spiritual tradition.  

WHEN:   10.00 am ð 12.00 pm SATURDAYS  10 April to 8 May  

WHERE:   Presentation Spirituality Centre, 26 Kooralgin Street, Manly  

COST:   $10 per session  

BOOKINGS:     Phone:  3396 3290  RSVP by 8 April  

 

CRAFTY LADIES CIRCLE  

A weekend to be guided by Cathie Stone  
Do you love crafty things?  Do you need some time and quiet space for your spirit?  This weekend will give  

you time -out to be creative and renew your spirit.   

WHEN:   7.00 pm FRIDAY 30 APRIL to 3.00 pm SUNDAY 2 MAY  

WHERE:   Presentation Spirituality Centre, 26 Kooralgin Street, Manly  

COST:   $180 (Cost for non -residential participants can be arranged)  

BOOKINGS:     Phone:  3396 3290  RSVP by 21 April ( Numbers are limited)  

Easter Humour ~ The Rules Of Chocolate  
 

If you get melted chocolate all over your hands, you're eating it too slowly.   

Chocolate covered raisins, cherries, orange slices and strawberries all count as fruit, so eat as many as 

you want.  

The problem: How to get two pounds of chocolate home from the store in a hot car.  The solution: Eat it in 

the parking lot.   

Diet tip: Eat a chocolate bar before each meal.  It'll take the edge off your appetite and you'll eat less.   

A nice box of chocolates can provide your total daily intake of calories in one place. Isn't that handy?   

If you can't eat all your chocolate, it will keep in the freezer. But if you can't eat all your chocolate,  

what's wrong with you?   

If calories are an issue, store your chocolate on top of the fridge. Calories are afraid of heights, and they 

will jump out of the chocolate to protect themselves.   

Money talks. Chocolate sings.   

Chocolate has many preservatives. Preservatives make you look 

younger.  

Why is there no such organization as Chocoholics Anonymous?  

Because no one wants to quit.   

Put "eat chocolate" at the top of your list of things to do today. 

That way, at least you'll get one thing done.   

Chocolate is a health food. Chocolate is derived from cacao beans. 

Beans are a vegetable. Sugar is derived either from sugar beets or cane, both vegetables. And, of course, 

the milk/cream is dairy. So eat more chocolate to meet the dietary requirements for daily vegetable and 

dairy intake!  



 

Brisbane Catholic Bushwalking Club  

Winter is the best time for bushwalking - Cooler & not so wet! Want to do something new? Need  

exercise? Want to see your countryside? Want to meet friends? Then come BUSHWALKING with the 

Brisbane Catholic Bushwalking Club.   Visit www.bcbc.bwq.org.au, or phone Greg on 3351 4092. We have 

walks in all areas, for all people, of all ages, from beginner to experienced.  

Around the Archdiocese  

Kairos 2010 ð young adult weekend: 9 - 11 April 2010  
Glendalough Outdoor Centre, 102 Lakewood Dr, Weyba Downs via Peregian  
Kairos is a life -transforming weekend for young Catholics aged 16 to 35ish.   Join with a hundred other young 

adults for a weekend with inspiring speakers, the emmanuelworship band, and an opportunity to uncover the 

"more" that God has for you.   ôKairosõ is a moment in time, a chance to stop and to give God the space to work in 

YOUR life.   Full information and registration online at www.eyouth.com.au or contact (07) 3217 5199.  

Beginning Experience Team   

Beginning Experience Team is holding its next weekend from Friday evening 9th to Sunday afternoon 

11th April  at QCCC Brookfield.  The weekend offers widowed, separated and divorced people who have moved 

through the initial shock phase of grief to work through their pain and move into the future with renewed hope.  

It is a live in weekend with meals and accommodation provided.  Enquiries: Lyn 3480 5337, Peter 3209 2180,  

Lorraine 5441 7326, Anne 3374 1045, Barbara 5463 4634 or visit www.brisbanebe.org.au 

Retreat for young adults (singles) 18 ñ36ñ SOUL JOURNEY:  Walking our sacred path .  

To be held from 5.00pm Saturday, 10th April  to 4.00pm Sunday, 11th April at Canossa Services, 169 Seven-

teen Miles Rocks Rd, Oxley.  Bring a sleeping bag and $30 Donation. RSVP:Sr Rosa 3839 6003 or 0419 779 262.  

Feast of Divine Mercy  

You are invited to come and celebrate the Feast of Divine Mercy on Sunday, 11th April at Nazareth House 

Chapel, 272 Wynnum North Rd, Wynnum North.  The program commences at 1.30pm with Confession, Exposition 

& Rosary, followed by Chaplet of Divine Mercy at 3.00pm, Benediction at 3.15pm concluding with Holy Mass at 

3.30pm. 

Womenõs Retreat Weekend  TRANSFORMED FOR FULL AND PURPOSE - FILLED LIFE  

Dragonfly Ministries is offering a womenõs retreat during the Anzac Day long weekend, from Friday, 23rd to 

Monday, 26th April at James Byrne Centre, Toowoomba.  Twin share accommodation ñmax of 15 participants.  

This is a retreat for women of any age who are interested in exploring their spiritual journey, and connecting 

with other women.  The cost is $220 per person (includes accommodation, all meals and retreat facilitation.  

Closing date for registrations:  Monday, 19th April.  Contact Grace Harwood to register or for additional  

information 0409 524 283 or grace@dragonflyministries.net.au  

Faith on Tap Brisbane  

We all need people to look up to; people whose lives embody ideals we hold important and strive to emulate. 

Every form of human community has heroes. In Australian society, football stars are an obvious example. The 

Australia Day Honours List awards the outstanding achievements of our citizens. The Church community, too, is 

full of heroes and heroines.  

Who are the people you look up to?      

Who are your friends in high places?  

Jovina Graham is a final year medical student at the University of Sydney. Spurred by the life -changing  

experience of WYD Cologne 2005, she took a year off to volunteer for WYD08 (including comparing on SBS) 

and afterwards walked on pilgrimage to Spain's Santiago de Compostela.   Recently returned from a medical mis-

sion in Peru, Jovina will be talking about her heroes òSAINTSó This monthõs Faith on Tap on Monday, 12th April.  

For 18 to 35 year olds.*(Religious/priests not included in age range)  

Kicks off @ 6.30pm (meals from $10 - optional) Speaker @ 7.30pm followed by a Q&A session  

Bar open until 9.30pm, venue closes @ 10pm  http://www.facebook.com/#!/event.php?eid=114346905242870  

http://www.bcbc.bwq.org.au/
http://www.eyouth.com.au/
http://www.facebook.com/#!/event.php?eid=114346905242870


Around the Archdiocese  
 

òSanctuaryó Womens Conference 

1- 2 May 2010  

Mt Alvernia College, 82 Cremorne Rd, Kedron  
In the midst of the busyness of our lives, careers and 

family, we all need a sanctuary ð for our souls, our 

hearts, and our relationships.   The Sanctuary  
conference is an opportunity for women of all ages and 

from all walks of life to come together to  

experience ôsanctuaryõ.  Keynote speakers include 

Selina Hasham, Shanelle Bennett, Becca Crouch, Kym 

Keady and more.   For more info contact  
3217 5199 or visit www.emmanuelcommunity.com.au  

Multicultural Fiesta  is a gathering of young  

people from various cultural backgrounds.  It will be 

held on Sunday, 18th April  from 4pm til late at the 

Vietnamese Catholic Community Centre, 42 Lilac 

Street, Inala.  The program includes free  

entertainment, lion dance, food stalls, rides, games, 

traditional performances, national costume parade, 

raffle, information stalls.  For more info contact  

Fr Sylvester Karasiuk 0404 085 041 or Vincent Do 

0412 515 692 or consult the parish notice board or 

email ethnicyouthministrycouncil @googlegroups.com. 

"Sons of the Father" is an exciting new initiative 
from menAlive  

that successfully commenced last year, 2009.    
 

There is a hunger in boys to become men.  There is a fire in young men to follow 

those who have gone before them and to go further still.  A desire to rise up and 
face the expectations and challenges placed before them by the men who have 

fought more battles in their lives and who have the map to get them through the 

maze.  How do they make it through without hitting the land mines?  How do 

they face the battle of life?  As fathers we too have desires, a desire to  

transform a young boy into a powerful man.  To speak to him, guide him through 
what can be an arduous road.  Help him go after dreams.  Help create vision and 

most of all, to just share life.   òSons of the Fatheró is a program that invites 

fathers and their teenage sons to work through these, and other important  

issues.   

The retreat will start on Friday, 4th June (7.30pm) and will run to Sunday, 6th 
June (mid afternoon) at Kindilan Conference Centre, Cnr Days Rd 

and German Church Rds, Redland Bay.  

For more information consult the parish noticeboard or call:   

Gavin 0411 619 195, Robert 0412 745 734, Peter 0409 479 373, 

or Des  0433 683 135.    
 

Register now as numbers are strictly limited!!  

Mass for You at Home   

Mass is broadcast by the 10 Network at 6.00am every Sunday.  The showõs basic premise is to allow viewers to 

participate in a Sunday Mass from their homes.  It is repeated on the Aurora Channel on Foxtel twice a day 

throughout the week.  For more information visit www.mfyah.com.au  

 

The Archdiocese of Brisbane has a Pastoral Care Ministry 

for the psychiatric area.  We are looking for Volunteers to be 

trained to work within this ministry. 

 

Could this be  

your Ministry?  

 

The Catholic Psychiatric Pastoral Care Team need  

mature committed Catholics with an ability to relate  

pastorally to those who are suffering a mental illness. 

The training course is held at the Catholic Psychiatric  

Pastoral Care Centre each Wednesday from 5 May to 26 

November from 9.00am to 3.30pm.  We require a voluntary 

commitment of eight hours per week on completion of the  

course in the various ministries e.g. Day Centre,  

Hospitals and Hostels. 

Final date of applications is Friday 9th April 2010 

Please apply now in writing to: 

Fr Jim Smith 

Catholic Psychiatric Pastoral Care 

58 Morgan Street, Fortitude Valley, Qld, 4006 

 

Telephone 3252 5461 MondayñFriday 8.30amñ4.00pm  

Fax 3257 1885  Email: cppc@bne.catholic.net.au  

http://www.emmanuelcommunity.com.au/


A VOCATION VIEW:  Weôre no longer nobodies. Jesus rose from the dead. He promises to take us to  
heaven too. Our Ultimate Vocation: Union with God!  

To talk to someone about your vocation, contact the Vocation Office:   
(07) 3336 9203.  vocation@bne.catholic.net.au.  www.bne.catholic.net.au/vocation 

 

Ministers to the Sick ñ 

Sundays 

Group 1 : Paddy Berrell  

Group 2 : Helen & Mike Britton  

Other Volunteers  Church Cleaning  
Team 2  

Sat, 10th April, 6.00am  

Church Flowers  

10th April  

Office Reception  
Friday 9th April  

 9.30am ñ12.00noon  

 
 

       Janet Larner -Stone 

Carmel Blewitt  

 

      Bernadette Enright  

 

Kay Grieve 

THE CATHOLIC LEADER:  Your Church, Your Life, Your Paper -   only $1.50  
In this weeks edition:  

Archbishop Bathersby to lead Italian pilgrimage for MacKillop canonisation.  

Bishops point to progress on participation of women.  

Queensland bishops share their Easter messages.  

Pope Benedict laments horrific abuse in Ireland.  
 

For more information on the articles in this publication -  Check out the website at www.catholicleader.com.au 

The Cathedral of St Stephen, Volunteer Guides & Welcome Desk   
Would you like to become involved in the Cathedral of St Stephen Guiding Ministry?   Our volunteer guides  

welcome visitors and show tourists and visiting school and social groups through our beautiful Cathedral.   If you 

are interested in the history, art works, and liturgical space of the Cathedral, or just interested in being a  

welcome face at the Cathedral and are able to give a few hours a month to  this important Archdiocesan  

ministry, we would love to hear from you.   Training courses will commence shortly.   For further information  

contact the Cathedral Office on 3336 9111.  

Childrenõs Liturgy 
 

No Childrenõs Liturgy during school holidays, it will resume on 17th/18th April  

Rosters for 10th/11th April ñ Week 2  

Ministry  Saturday 6pm  Sunday 7am  Sunday 9am  Sunday 6pm  

Mass Co- Ordinators  K & E Thieme Bernie Sturdy &  

Shaun Hennessy 

Jennifer Fielding  Amanda Bush 

Ministers of the Word  Tricia McNamee  

Laurie Smith  

Mike Duggan 

Tom Burkett  

Jack Turk  

Diane Thomas 

Marie Shepherd  

Mike Quilty  

Debra Kruk  

Les Preston 

Eucharistic Ministers  Edith Thieme  

Margaret Smith  

Sr Mary Jillian  

Janet Larner Stone  

Kevin Elliot  

Anne Josefski  

Julie Steel  

Paddy Berrell  

Kerry Horvath  

Trish Bender  

Emily Hinds 

Peter Enright  

Altar Servers  Daniel Hardie  

Bradley Hall  

Niamh Conway 

Help Needed  Sophie Redmond 

Laura Pardo 

Abigail Johnson  

Brendan Hinds  

Alexandria Castorina  

Lachlan Greer  

Projector Operator  Karel Thieme  Bernie Sturdy  Help Needed  Mary -Anne Cullen 


