
30th May 2010 

 

St. Ritaôs Catholic Parish 
Incorporating the areas of Victoria Point, Thornlands south, Redland Bay,  

Mount Cotton, Coochiemudlo Island and the Southern Bay Islands  

37-39 Benfer Road,  Victoria Point Q. 4165    

Parish Priest:  Fr. Leo Burke  

Pastoral Assistant:  Elaine Strati 

Office/ Presbytery:  

Ph:  07-3207 9177   Fax: 073207 9689 

Email: victoriapoint@bne.catholic.net.au 

Website: www.stritasparish.org 

 

Parish Secretaries:   Beverley Van Schie 

   Patricia Watson 

Parish Office Hours:  

 MonñThurs 9.00am- 3.30pm     

School Principal: Anne McKenny 

Ph: 3207 6628 Fax: 3207 6734 

Tr in i t y  Sunday  -  Year  C   

Please Pray for : 

Our Sick :  Peg Jamieson, Roisin Wohlsen, Therese Thomas, Robyn Holmes, Marko Volarevich, Rita Peck, Neil 

Leone, Kaleb Love,  Brodie McGovern, Noreen Owens, Siobhan Wilson, David Ayre, Fr Bill McCarthy (Indooroopilly), 

James Rieley (Pat Quennellõs Father), Mary Robertson, Molly Daniel, Annie Weston, Elly Lendering, Rita Weston, Ron 

Ghidella, Daphne Dale, Debbie Stone (Tracy Kubinekõs sister), Gay Ring, Joan Lennon, Ian Scullion. 

 

Second Collection & Donations last week:  $ 2 690.60 Envelopes, Loose, Direct Debits, Credit Cards) 

Next Sundayõs readings: The Body & Blood of Christ - Genesis 14: 18 ð 20;  1 Corinthians 11:23ñ26;  Luke 9: 11 ð 17 

Seeing God 

There was a king who at the end of his life was beset by melancholy.  He said, ôDuring my 

life I have experienced everything mortal man can experience with his senses.  But there is still 

one thing I havenõt seen.  I havenõt seen God.  I would die happy if I could get just one glimpse 

of God.õ 

He consulted wise men, and offered them all kinds of rewards if they could make his dream a 

reality, but they were unable to do so.   

Then a shepherd heard of the kingõs plight.  He came to see him and said, ôPerhaps I can help 

your Majesty.õ  The king was delighted and followed the shepherd into the hills.  When he 

saw how poor the shepherd was he pitied him.  As he went along he rubbed his eyes in  

anticipation of what he hoped to see.  But the shepherd said to him, ôYour Majesty, if you 

wish to see God, itõs not your eyes you have to purify but your heart.õ 

They stopped on a hilltop.  Then, pointing towards the sun, the shepherd said, ôLook up!õ  The king raised his eyes and tried to 

look directly at the sun, but the glare dazzled him.  ôDo you want to blind me?õ he said.  The shepherd answered, ôBut, my king, 

this is only part of creation, only a small reflection of the glory of God.  How then can you expect to look at God with your weak 

and imperfect eyes?  You must begin to search for him with eyes other than your physical ones.õ 

The king liked the idea and said, òI thank you for having opened the eyes of my mind.  Now answer another question: Where 

does God live?õ   

The shepherd pointed once more to the sky.  Above them birds were flying about.  ôLook at these birds,õ he said.  ôSee how they 

live surrounded by the air.  In the same way we live surrounded by God.  Stop searching.  Open your eyes and look.  Open your 

ears and listen.  You canõt miss him.  Heaven is under our feet as well as over our heads.õ 

The king stopped, looked and listened.  As he did so a peaceful expression came over his sad face.  Then the shepherd added, 

ôThere is one other thing, your Majesty.õ  With that he led him to a well.  He stood there looking into its calm deep water in  

silence.  ôWho lives down there?õ asked the king.  ôGod does,õ the shepherd answered.  ôCan I see him?õ ôSure, just take a look.õ 

The king gazed intently down into the well.  But all he saw was his own reflection in the water.  Then he raised his head and 

said, ôBut all I see is meõ.  ôNow your Majesty knows where God lives.  He lives in you.õ 

The king realised that this simple shepherd was wiser and richer than he was.  He thanked him and returned to his palace.  No 

one knew if he had seen God, but all could tell that something had happened to his heart.  This was evident from the kindly way 

he dealt with even the least of his servants. 

God is all around us.  But until we discover him within us, he will always be remote from us, and appear unfriendly and uncaring.  

When we have experienced God within us, loneliness will never be a big problem for us, because we will know that we are never 

alone.  And we will see creation as the work of an Artist who is a friend of ours. 

One God in three persons, a God who is within us and yet utterly beyond us.  This is a great mystery, but it is a mystery of love. 

 

Source:  New Sunday & Holy Day Liturgies.  Flor McCarthy, SDB  



New Parishioners  

If youõre moving in!  Welcome!!   

Please put your name in the Newcomers Book and 

collect a New Parishioners pack which all can be 

found  on the back table of the Church.   

Weõll be in touch soon!  

Is your credit card expiry date coming up soon?  

If the answer is yes, and you are a valued  

member of our Planned/Thanksgiving program, please 

notify the parish office of your new credit card  

details as soon as possible.   

Your contribut ions are greatly  

appreciated, and are a very necessary  

element in enabling the parish to  

fulfill its vision & mission.  

THE CATHOLIC LEADER:  Your Church, Your Life, Your Paper -   only $1.50  
For more information on the articles in this publication -  Check out the website at www.catholicleader.com.au 

 
PARISH NEWS  

A bequest is a living memorial to your generosity.  

Yoga is for Everyone  

Calms your mind, strengthens your body.  Linda Mackin is an experienced Hatha Yoga Instructor practicing and 

teaching since 1980.  She will be conducting yoga sessions on Tuesday & Friday from 9.15am to 10.30am in the 

Parish Office Meeting Room.  Please bring your yoga mat!  For further information contact Linda Mackin on 

3207 8977 or 0418 881 353.  

ôYour example is much more powerful than anything you can ever say.õ   Elizabeth Elliot  

Mary MacKillop ð An Australian Like Us (Module 8)  
Mary MacKillop wrote to her mother, ôWhen I was (Lexieõs) age (15) I began first to long for a 

Religious Life.õ (1866). It is presumed that she would have intended entry into the Melbourne  

Sisters of Mercy. In Penola, however, she saw the need for a new kind of Religious Congregation: 

one whose members could live in isolated places, be free to move where needed, and go where 

other nuns could not.  

Provided by Sr Marie White rsj of the Sisters of St Joseph - www.sosj.org.au.  

For further information, see   www.marymackillop.org.au and www.cathnews.com.au  

Mary MacKillop Canonisation Appeal  

This weekend we are holding a collection for the Mary MacKillop Canonisation Appeal.  This is a  

national Appeal conducted throughout every Diocese in Australia with the endorsement of the  

Australian Catholic Bishops Conference.  The Sisters of St Joseph have asked our support in order 

to raise funds to cover essential expenditure associated with the Canonisation in Rome on 17th  

October.  The Appeal envelopes can be found on the back table of the church, please give generously.  

New Edition of the Australian Catholics Magazine  

The recent edition of this informative magazine is now available free from the back table of the church.   

Collect your copy on the way out after Mass and enjoy a good read!  

Transport for Mass  

A lady living in Brendan Way, Victoria Point requires a lift to Mass, preferably the 6.00pm Saturday Mass,  

however any other time would be appreciated.  Further information contact Janet Larner -Stone on 3820 6115.  

The Holy Land Commissariat sent a letter of thanks to the Parishioners of St Ritaõs for 

their kind and generous donation of $639.75 for the 2010 Good Friday Collection for 

the Holy Places.  A copy of this letter can be found on the Parish noticeboard.  

http://www.sosj.org.au
http://www.marymackillop.org.au
http://www.cathnews.com.au


St Ritaõs Community Parish & School Fete News 
Proudly Sponsored by  Biddle Lawyers        

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Are you willing to spend at least one hour a 

week attending to your own health and  

wellbeing?  You are invited to join PILATES + 

YOGA FUSION , commencing in the Parish  

Office meeting room on Monday 31 May 2010    

All ages, sizes, genders and fitness levels are 

welcome. 

Marian specialises in injury rehabilitation, 

stress relief, control of back pain, pregnancy 

health, seniorsõ fitness and weight issues.  

Work to your own point of control in a friendly, 

non-threatening atmosphere.  

Ring to secure a place or to enquire about the 

course:  0425 02 55 88  
Venue:  St Ritaõs Parish Office Meeting Room  

Classes:  Monday and Thursday  at 4.30pm  and 

5.45pm .  

Clean Up Crews  

We need volunteers who will be willing to help pack up after 

the fete on Sunday afternoon, 30th May.   

If you can help in this regard please contact Simon Egan  

0438 538 022 or Darren Smallwood 0457 092 150  

Birkdale Antioch  
Supporting Youth in the Redland Bayside Deanery  

 

Trivia Night  
Saturday, 5th June 2010 @ 7pm  

 

St Anthony's Parish Hall  
St Anthony's Drive, Alexandra Hill  

 

$10 Admission  
BYO Nibbles  

Beer/Wine available to purchase  
 

Bookings Essential  
Contact Giuseppe Strati on 0414 187 458 or  

3488 2704  

Date Claimer  

Birkdale Brushstrokes Art Show on Friday 10th & Saturday 11th September at Mary MacKillop Catholic Church, 

Birkdale . 

The Big Day has finally arrived ñ 
 

come along and enjoy the dayõs festivities! 

DEANERY NEWS  

Sacred Silence  
ôThroughout the Mass there are moments of Sacred Silence. These moments of silence include before the 

start of Mass, during the Penitential Rite, after each invitation to pray, at the conclusion of each reading and 

the homily and also after receiving Holy Communion. At each of these moments, we are invited to recollect  

ourselves and re -focus on the sacred event we are a part of as we celebrate Mass together.õ 

From the Catholic Enquiry Centre  http://www.catholicenquiry.com  

Time for a Smile  
Jenny: ôMum, I got a hundred in school today!õ 

Mum:   ôThatõs wonderful! What did you get a hundred in?õ 

Jenny :  ôTwo things. I got forty in math and sixty in spelling.õ 

 

Teacher :  ôThe law of gravity explains why we stay on the ground.õ 

Chloe: ôHow did we stay on the ground before the law was passed?õ 

http://www.catholicenquiry.com

