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St. Ritaôs Catholic Parish 
Incorporating the areas of Victoria Point, Thornlands south, Redland Bay,  

Mount Cotton, Coochiemudlo Island and the Southern Bay Islands  

37-39 Benfer Road,  Victoria Point Q. 4165    

Parish Priest:  Fr. Leo Burke  

Pastoral Assistant:  Elaine Strati 

Office/ Presbytery:  

Ph:  07-3207 9177   Fax: 073207 9689 

Email: victoriapoint@bne.catholic.net.au 

Website: www.stritasparish.org 

 

Parish Secretaries:   Beverley Van Schie 

   Patricia Watson 

Parish Office Hours:  

 MonñThurs 9.00am- 3.30pm     

School Principal: Anne McKenny 

Ph: 3207 6628 Fax: 3207 6734 

 

Fi f th  Sunday  o f  Eas te r  -  Year  C   

Please Pray for : 

Our Sick :  Peg Jamieson, Roisin Wohlsen, Therese Thomas, Robyn Holmes, Marko Volarevich, Rita Peck, Neil 

Leone, Kaleb Love,  Brodie McGovern, Noreen Owens, Siobhan Wilson, David Ayre, Fr Bill McCarthy (Indooroopilly), 

James Rieley (Pat Quennellõs Father), Mary Robertson, Molly Daniel, Annie Weston, Elly Lendering, Rita Weston, Ron 

Ghidella, Daphne Dale, Debbie Stone (Tracy Kubinekõs sister), Gay Ring, Joan Lennon, Ian Scullion. 

Recently Deceased:  Joan OõConnor. 
 

Second Collection & Donations last week:  $ 2 632.95 Envelopes, Loose, Direct Debits, Credit Cards) 

Next Sundayõs readings: Sixth Sunday of Easter - Acts 15: 1 ð2, 22ñ29;  Revelation 21:10-14, 22-23;  John 14: 23 ð29 

By this all will know ... 

O nce upon a time a man planted a fruit tree in a forest.  At first the little fruit tree felt lost in the midst of so many great trees.  The 

sight of those mighty trees made it feel insignificant.  They were so tall, strong, and useful.  It was so small, weak and useless.  So 

what did it do?  It set about gaining a place and a standing for itself in the forest.   

How hard it worked and how well it succeeded!  In time its head reared up into the sky so that it was able to hobnob with the tallest 

trees of the forest.  Its branches spread outwards like a giant umbrella, claiming more and more space for themselves.  Its trunk grew 

stout and strong so that it was able to laugh at the storms which from time to time roared through the forest. 

But then one day the man who planted it made an unexpected appearance in the forest.  Looking at the tree, he said, ôHow youõve 

grown!  Why, you have the most wonderful branches I have ever seen.  And your trunk is like the outer wall of a castle.õ 

ôBut I still have many faults.õ said the tree, feigning humility.  ôJust look at all these hollows, clefts, and knots.  If only I could rid 

myself of them Iõd look a whole lot better.  But Iõm working on them.õ 

ôThose faults are of no concern to me.  In fact, I donõt even see them as faults.õ the man replied.  On hearing this the tree began to 

glow with pride.  But then the man added, ôHowever, there is one thing Iõm not happy with.õ 

ôOh, so youõre not happy with me,õ the tree responded, suddenly becoming defensive.  ôI donõt understand.  You can see for yourself 

how Iõve prospered.  I can hold my own with the oaks and the elms.  I thought you might be proud of me.  Iõve worked so hard to  

zsecure the standing I now enjoy amongst the other trees.õ 

ôI donõt doubt for one minute that youõve worked hard,õ said he. 

ôWell then, what more do you want from me?õ 

ôThe one thing I hoped to find in you is missing,õ he replied.  ôYouõve neglected the most important thing of allñthe one thing neces-

sary.õ   

ôWhatõs that?õ asked the tree disconsolately. 

ôFruit,õ came the reply.  ôYou are not a pine or an oak or an elm.  You are something far rarer and precious.  You are a fruit t ree.  I was 

depending on you to provide wholesome fruit for the many famished little creatures who roam the forest.  But you have failed to do so 

because you have forgotten what you are.  You have become just another tree in the forest.õ 

The one thing Jesus commanded us to do is to love one another.  It is a new commandment only 

in the sense that it sets a new standardñõas I have loved youõ.  Often Christians have gone 

after worldly success, and in many cases have achieved it.  But in so doing they have forgotten 

the one thing Jesus expects from them, namely, love. ôBy this all will know that you are my dis-

ciples.õ 

Love makes us instruments of Godõs providence in the lives of others.  Our love becomes the 

channel through which they will experience the love of God.  An American journalist, watching 

Mother Teresa as she cared for a man with gangrene, remarked, ôI wouldnõt do that for a million 

dollars.õ Mother Teresaõs reply: ôEven I wouldnõt do it for that amount.  However, I do it out of 

love for God.õ 

 

Adapted from : New Sunday & Holy Day Liturgies, Flor McCarthy, SDB  



Pro- Life Prayer and Rosary Crusade  

In the hope of preventing the legislation of abortion in Queensland, a Pro -Life and Rosary  

Crusade will be held in the Church every Thursday.  Prayers commence at 1.30pm followed by 

the Rosary.  

 

PARISH NEWS  

Meet & Eat  

Our next monthly Meet & ôEat will be held next weekend the 8th/9th May  after the usual 

3 Masses.  Take a break from preparing your Saturday evening meal - come along and  

enjoy a  hamburger or a sausage in a blanket and a drink with fellow parishioners!   

After the Sunday morning masses (7.00am & 9.00am) Bacon and Egg burgers will be on  

offer ñjoin us for breakfast and a cuppa!  

This is an opportunity to touch base with fellow parishioners, sharing a meal and a chat.   

However, to cover the cost of the meal the suggested donations are as follows:  

Hamburgerñ$2, Bacon & Egg burger $2, Sausage in a blanket $1.  

Accommodation wanted:   

A young lass of 17, a grade 12 student at High School, is seeking accommodation from the 1 st  July for a period 

of at least until the end of the year.  All enquiries are to be made initially to the parish office.  

Yoga is for everyone  

Linda Mackin is an experienced Hatha Yoga Instructor practicing and teaching since 1980.  She will be  

conducting yoga sessions on Tuesdayõs & Fridayõs from 9.15am to 10.30am in the Parish Office Meeting Room.  

Please bring your yoga mat!  For further information contact Linda Mackin on 3207 8977 or 0418 881 353.  

ôôYou learn to love by loving.õ  - St Francis de Sales   

St Ritaõs Craft Group Mothers Day Stall 

The Craft Group is holding a Motherõs Day stall at Masses this weekend.  The craft ladies have  

created some lovely items that we hope will brighten your motherõs special day.   

Thank you to all those whom have recently donated goodies to our group.  Mirella 3286 9945.  

No Christian Meditation Group on Monday 3rd May  

Christian Meditation Group will not be conducted on Monday May 3rd, as it is a long weekend.  It will 

resume the following week.  

Care & Concern Group invite you to òLifeõs Journey Seminaró 

Everyone who is part of a family at one time or another will need to make some choices that they just 

do not want to deal with or think about.  With this in mind St Ritaõs Catholic Church will be hosting a 

òLifeõs Journey Seminaró on Monday, 10th May at 10am.  Topics to be covered include donation of  

organs, financial affairs, estates, bequests and understanding the difference between Power of Attorney and 

Enduring Power of Attorney and the one nobody wants to ever discuss, funeral choices.  Starting at 10am, this 

1.5hour morning tea and discussion is for everyone who is part of a family.  The presenters, each with the real  

knowledge about their topics, in a light hearted manner, will tackle the hard issues, ensuring that we are all 

better prepared for this eventuality when needed.  

All are welcomeñbring your friends.  The presenters are more than happy to answer any questions at the end 

of the morning.  

Kindly RSVP for catering and planning purposes.  For further information and to notify us of your intention to 

attend please phone the Parish Office or Denise 3206 9073, Kay 3286 5537 or Janet 3820 6115.  

 



New Parishioners  

If youõre moving in!  Welcome!!   

Please put your name in the Newcomers Book 

and collect a New Parishioners pack which all can 

be found  on the back table of the Church.   

Weõll be in touch soon!  

Is your credit card expiry date coming up soon?  

If the answer is yes, and you are a valued  

member of our Planned/Thanksgiving program, please 

notify the parish office of your new credit card  

details as soon as possible.   

Your contribut ions are greatly  

appreciated, and are a very necessary  

 element in enabling the parish to  

fulfill its vision & mission.    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PARISH NEWS  

Your parish needs your help to spread the Good News of Jesus Christ.  A gift to your Church in you will 

can help this work to continue.  

 

 

 

 

Our next Emmaus Youth Group get together will be held on Friday night the 7th May from 6.00pm to 8.00pm.  

The cost is only $2 per child (ages 8 ð 14 years) and it includes supper.  

Come and join in the fun ñ We hope to see you there!!  

The new date for St Ritaõs Bus Trip is Thursday, 6th May  

We will be departing from St Ritaõs bus stop at 9.00am and returning at approximately 4.00pm in the  

afternoon.  Morning Tea will be provided.  For lunch you have the option of bringing your own  picnic lunch or 

buying fish and chips in Redcliffe.  The cost of this outing is $15.  A deposit of 

$5 is required on booking and the balance can be settled over the next week.   

For further information contact Carol Turk on 3207 8035 or  

Eileen OõHalloran on 3207 6445. 

    We look forward to seeing you on the bus!  

Announcement 

Anne McKenny, who to date has been the acting principal of St Ritaõs Primary School, has now been appointed 

as principal of St Ritaõs. 

Sacramental Programme 2010  
2nd Parent Information evening will be held tonight at 7.15pm in the Church.    

If you missed the meeting last week please contact Elaine Strati or Fr Leo at the parish office to 

get the information handed out at last weekõs meeting and come along this evening to the 2nd  

information evening.  
 

Enrolment Ceremony will be held at all masses this coming weekend 8 th  and 9th  May.   

Children need to bring the Commitment card and the Symbol Card with their photograph.   Mass 

Times in our Parish ð Saturday 6pm, Sunday 7am, 9am, 6pm.  

Wanted ð Sign Writer  
We are looking for a Sign Writer to make permanent signage for the Parish Church and the Parish Office.    

If this is your area of expertise please contact Fr Leo or ring the parish office on 32079177.  

Date Claimers for the Parish  

Parish Expo ñ The weekend of 28 th  & 29 th  August 2010 .  More Info to follow.  

Family GroupsñFr Peter McGrath the founder of the Passionist Family Group Movement is coming to St 

Ritaõs on the weekend of 14 th /15 th  August to say the weekend Masses and to talk to us about Family 

Groups.  More news about this in coming weeks  



St Ritaõs Community Parish & School Fete News 
Proudly Sponsored by  Biddle Lawyers        

Mark your diaries for Sunday, 30th May 2010  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Clean Glass Jars Needed  

The fete is fast approaching and we are in need of clean glass jars (small to medium) for jams and 

preserves.  So, before you toss those glass jars in the recycling bin, remember us and bring them in 

and place them in the box provided at the back door church.  Thankyou for your kindness.  

Wanted:  Donations for the St Ritaõs Community Fete 

Do you have any donations of pre -loved clothing, books, kids toys, trash and treasure for 

our annual St Ritaõs Community Fete?  A bin for the fete collections will once again be 

placed by the back door of the church, however until this is erected please leave your 

contributions at the back of the church.  

Please note that no electrical items can be accepted due to safety regulations.  

Wanted:  Preloved items for the Accessories Stall  
If you have any jewellery (even broken pieces, stones missing or single earrings), 

handbags, beach bags, belts, scarves, hats or crocheted collars etc that you no 

longer use, would you donate them to our fete stall?  Childrenõs accessories would 

also be appreciated. These items may be in the bins labelled òAccessories Stalló at 

the back of the church.  If you have items youõd like collected please call me on  

3207 9496.  Thankyou, Kaye Burkett.  (Stall Convenor)  

WOW!!.......Only 5 weeks to go till the big event.  

Many Parishioners have already put their hand up to help! We need everyone to get involved!  

You can help by: 

Taking a raffle book or two after mass.  (There will be designated helpers on the raffle table will assist 

you in obtaining your raffle books.)  

Putting your name on the helpers list (on the back table) maybe just ½ hour on one stall during the day.  

Donations of Goods for Auction/Chocolate wheel.  

Set up and Pull down assistance.  

Any support will be greatly appreciated.  

Please contact Simon Egan 0438 538022 for more information  

Ticket Selling Volunteers needed!  

Calling all parishioners who are willing to help sell tickets for the Camper Trailer raffle at the  

Victoria Point Shopping Centre.  St Ritaõs School office is compiling a roster of all volunteers 

willing to help out for an hour or two.  If you are able to donate some of your time to this  

endeavour on 13, 14, 15, 20, 21, 22, 27, 28, 29 May, ie  Thursday's, Friday's and Saturday's for 

3 weeks prior to the Fete, please contact the school office on 3207 6628 to arrange your slot 

on the roster.  There are still ticket books available to parishioners who are able to sell tickets 

to family and friends.  They can be collected after Mass as well as from the parish office.  

 

A Point to Ponder  

This is a little story about four people named Everybody, Somebody, Anybody, and Nobody.   

There was an important job to be done and Everybody was sure that Somebody would do it.  Anybody could 

have done it, but Nobody did it.  Somebody got angry about that because it was Everybody's job.  Everybody 

thought that Anybody could do it, but Nobody realized that Everybody wouldn't do it.  

It ended up that Everybody blamed Somebody when Nobody did what Anybody could have done!  



DEANERY NEWS  

Mass for You at Home   

Mass is broadcast by the 10 Network at 6.00am every Sunday.  The showõs basic premise is to allow viewers to 

participate in a Sunday Mass from their homes.  It is repeated on the Aurora Channel on Foxtel twice a day 

throughout the week.  For more information visit www.mfyah.com.au  

RETREAT IN DAILY LIFE  

A six week prayer experience  guided by Pauline Burke rsm and Chris Watt rsm  

This prayer experience is based on Joyce Ruppõs book òThe Cup of Our Lifeó.  The image of the cup whether it be 

a full cup or a chipped cup can be a way for us to reflect on our lives and Godõs word in scripture.  Participants 

come together weekly on Tuesdays for an hour.  
 

WHEN:  10.00 am to  11.00 am  TUESDAYS 11 MAY to 22 JUNE  

WHERE:  Presentation Spirituality Centre, 26 Kooralgin Street, Manly  

COST:  $25 for the 6 weeks  

Bookings:  PHONE  3396 3290 or email pscmanly@qld.pbvm.org.au  by 4 MAY  

SANTA TERESA SPIRITUALITY CENTRE  

267 Wellington Street. Ormiston  

Day Themed Retreats  

òServant Leadershipó retreat on Friday 7th May from 9am to 4pm by director Fr Chris Gleeson SJ at 

the cost of $60.  Register immediately.  

òMonday Spirituality ñ spirituality for busy peopleó retreat on Thursday, 13th May from 5pm to 9pm 

by director Fr Chris Gleeson SJ at the cost of $30.  Register by 6th May.  

òLearning to Pray Saturday Morning Seriesó - Learning to Pray ôLectio Divinaõ by director  

Fr John Reilly sj will be held on Saturday, 15th May from 9am ñ12pm at a cost of $25.  Register by  

Friday, 7th May.  

Bookings:  Through the Facilities Manager, Patrick Cremin, on 3286 4011 or santateresa@bne.catholic.net.au  

 

Humour  
A little boy in Childrenõs Liturgy was asked what commandment he would break if he stayed 

home from Church. He replied, ôThe third one: Keep the Sabbath Day holy.õ 
 

Then he was asked what commandment he would break if he took his friendõs bicycle.  He  

replied, ôThe eighth: Do not steal.õ 
 

Then he was asked what commandment he would break if he pulled his dogõs tail. He hesitated, 

then said, ôI donõt know the number, but it goes like this: ôWhat God has joined together, let no 

man pull apart.õ 

ôLove one another as I have loved youõ 
 

"Love means loving the unlovable - or it is no virtue at all."  G.K. Chesterton  
 

"The Bible tells us to love our neighbors, and also to love our enemies: probably because they are generally the 

same people."  G.K. Chesterton  
 

"There is a famine in America.   Not a famine of food, but of love, of truth, of life." Mother Teresa  
 

"I picked up a man from the street, and he was eaten up alive from worms.   Nobody could stand him, and he was 

smelling so badly.   I went to him to clean him, and he asked, 'Why do you do this?'   I said, 'Because I love you.'"  

Mother Teresa  
 

"Our only business is to love and delight ourselves in God."  Br Lawrence  
 

"If we discovered that we had only five minutes left to say all we wanted to say, every telephone booth would be 

occupied by people calling other people to stammer that they loved them."    Christopher Morley   US author & 
journalist (1890 - 1957) 
 

"To love God is the greatest of virtues; to be loved by God is the greatest of blessings." Unknown 

mailto:pscmanly@qld.pbvm.org.au


Around the Archdiocese  
 

Walk for Little Feet 2010  

Speaking up Peacefully for the Unborn  

2010 marks Right to Lifeõs 21st consecutive annual Walk for Little Feet.  The walk is an  

opportunity for people to publicly express their concern for the plight of children being aborted.  

Many people do not realise that if abortion was decriminalised, abortion would be legal up until 

birth for any reason. The walk will take place on Saturday 8th May commencing at 10.15am  

departing from MSI, cnr Hayling and Chalfont streets, Salisbury and concludes at Parliament 

house at 2.45pm.  The total walk is 12.5km, however walkers are welcome to only do part thereof.  
 

Parishioners from St Ritaõs will be walking part of the route as 

highlighted on the map alongside.  They will catch a train from  

Cleveland Station leaving at 11.51am to arrive at South Bank Station at 

12.46pm.  If you would like to join them, contact the parish office.  

Young Adult Mass (YAM)  

Young Adults Mass at St Stephenõs Cathedral, Brisbane is the Mass that draws and unites young people from all 

over Brisbane.  YAM is held on every 1st Sunday of the Month at 7.30pm.  Stay back after Mass for supper out-

side the Francis Rush Centre and meet other like -minded young adults.  The next YAM is on Sunday, 2nd May . 

A Special Thanksgiving Mass celebrating 40 years of Catholic Charismatic Renewal at Bardon  

A Special Thanksgiving Mass is to be held on Friday, 7th May from 7.45pm at CCR Bardon Outreach, 24 Cecil 

Rd, Bardon.  Fr Vince Hobbs will be the celebrant.  

OPEN MORNING:  SETON COLLEGE  

To be held on Tuesday, 4th May , starting at 9.00am in the College Chapel with an Information Session,  

followed by a tour of the College.  The Open Morning will conclude at 10.30am.   

Seton College, Mt Gravatt East, is a Catholic Co -educational College, which is now accepting enrolment applications 

from students wishing to attend the College in Year 8, 2011, 2012 or 2013.  (Maximum Year 8 enrolment is 70  

students.)  The College accepts students of all abilities, but seeks to provide opportunities for students who need 

to ôpick up the paceõ from their school work in the primary school years.  This is done through a curriculum in which 

core subjects are offered at many levels and classes with a very favourable teacher ñstudent ratio.  

Retreat for young adults (singles) 18 - 36 
A Retreat entitled òSOUL JOURNEY: Connecting 

at the heartó will be conducted on the weekend of 

15th/16th May  from 5pm Saturday ð 4pm Sunday 

at Canossa Services,  169 Seventeen Miles Rocks 

Rd, Oxley.  Bring your sleeping bag and a $30 dona-

tion.  RSVP to Sr. Rosa 38396003 / 0419779262.  

National eConference on Mary ñ 

Tuesday,18th May 2010  

Itõs free and will be fantastic!  Fr Frank Moloney 

will engage you as he shares his insights into Mary 

as disciple, woman and Mother.  To register got to 

www.bbi.catholic.edu.au and follow the links to 

Mary -First Disciple and be in the draw to win a  

pilgrimage for two to Italy with Harvest Travel.  

 

Refresh!  Renew! Recreate!  
 

All marriages go through highs and lows.  

Give your relationship the attention it deserves  

-  rediscover the joy of being a man & woman in love  
 

The Celebrate Love Experience  

-  a two day mini - retreat for married couples -  
 

Attended by hundreds of couples worldwide, the 

seminar is an ideal way to enjoy a weekend together. 

See the website for details and motel suggestions.  

Gold Coast   May 15/16  

Brisbane Aug TBA  

www.celebratelove.com.au  

02 9662 7272  


