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St. Ritaôs Catholic Parish 
Incorporating the areas of Victoria Point, Thornlands south, Redland Bay,  

Mount Cotton, Coochiemudlo Island and the Southern Bay Islands  

37-39 Benfer Road,  Victoria Point Q. 4165    

Parish Priest:  Fr. Leo Burke  

Pastoral Assistant:  Elaine Strati 

Office/ Presbytery:  

Ph:  07-3207 9177   Fax: 073207 9689 

Email: victoriapoint@bne.catholic.net.au 

Website: www.stritasparish.org 

 

Parish Secretaries:   Beverley Van Schie 

   Patricia Watson 

Parish Office Hours:  

 MonñThurs 9.00am- 3.30pm     

School Principal: Anne McKenny 

Ph: 3207 6628 Fax: 3207 6734 

 

Passion (Palm) Sunday - Year C  

Please Pray for : 

Our Sick : Peg Jamieson, Roisin Wohlsen, Therese Thomas, Robyn Holmes, Maria & Marko Volarevich, Rita Peck, 

Neil Leone, Kaleb Love,  Brodie McGovern, Noreen Owens, Siobhan Wilson, David Ayre, Fr Bill McCarthy 

(Indooroopilly), James Rieley (Pat Quennellõs Father), Mary Robertson, Molly Daniel, Annie Weston, Elly Lendering, Rita 

Weston, Ron Ghidella, Daphne Dale, Debbie Stone (Tracy Kubinekõs sister), Gay Ring, Joan Lennon, Ian Scullion. 

 

Second Collection & Donations last week:  $ 2 375.95 Envelopes, Loose, Direct Debits, Credit Cards) 

Next Sundayõs readings: Easter Sunday - Acts 10:34, 36-43;  Colossians 3:1ñ4;  John 20:1 - 9 

Witnessing to Christ in public 

 

On Palm Sunday Jesusõ disciples openly acknowledged their belief in him and loyalty to 

him.  What made their display of support all the more praiseworthy was the fact that it was 

carried out in the teeth of bitter opposition from the Pharisees.  When some Pharisees came 

to Jesus to protest he said, ôIf they kept silent, the very stones would cry out.õ 

There are occasions when a public demonstration is called for.  This was one of them.  It was 

the only time when Jesus accepted something akin to hero-worship from the people.  He 

knew that his disciples had a right and a need to express publicly their belief in him.  But one 

has a doubt about the commitment to those disciples.  Not that one doubts their sincerity.  

But it was a mass response, and a mass response is often more loud than deep. 

Itõs easy to witness to Jesus here in church.  We are among our own.  But itõs not so easy to 

witness to him out in an indifferent and sometimes hostile world.   

There are times when we too need to profess our faith in Jesus publicly.  And there are times 

when the occasion cries out for it. 

The stones will not speak out. Only humans can do that.  Let us not remain silent when a 

word cries out to be said: a word of support in defence of someone who is being treated  

unjustly; a word of praise to someone whose contribution is being forgotten; or a word of truth where deliberate lies are being 

told.  But itõs not easy to speak out.  Itõs far easier and safer to stay silent. 

So let us be careful while we profess our faith in Christ here in church, that we do not 

ignore him or deny him in the market-place.  Christ says to us, ôAnyone who  

acknowledges me before others, I also will acknowledge before my Father in heaven.õ 

We can draw inspiration from the first disciples of Jesus.  They are revealed in the 

Gospels as people who were not afraid to admit their doubts, their needs their lack of 

faith.  Yet on the first Palm Sunday they were strong and bold in their witness to  

Jesus. 

May the Lord take pity on us, his timid and fearful disciples, and give us courage so 

that our lives may bear witness to the faith we profess with our lips. 

 

Source: New Sunday & Holy Day Liturgies, Flor McCarthy, SDB  

 



PARISH NEWS  

Pro- Life Prayer and Rosary Crusade  

In the hope of preventing the legislation of abortion in Queensland, a Pro -Life and Rosary  

Crusade will be held in the Church every Thursday.  Prayers commence at 1.30pm followed by 

the Rosary.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Little White Book  

Continue the Lenten endeavour after Easter to Pentecost, by setting aside 6 minutes of quiet time 

each day to read from your companion ñthe Little White Book.  These wonderful little books can 

be purchased from the back table at the cost of $5 each or if you take 10 or more ñ$4 each.  

Altar Server training for the Easter Liturgy  
Training sessions will be held on Thursday, 1st April from 3.15pm to 4.00pm.  If you are not rostered 

on for Easter but would like to participate in the Liturgies please contact Fr Leo.  

Wanted:  Your small to medium glass jars  

The fete is fast approaching and we are in need of clean glass jars (small to medium) for jams and 

preserves.  So, before you toss those glass jars in the recycling bin, remember us and bring them in 

and place them in the box provided at the back door church.  Thankyou for your kindness.  

Good Friday Collection 2010  

The annual collection for the support of the church in the Holy Land takes place on Good Friday.  This  

Collection promotes the missionary work of the Church in the Holy Land by providing  

welfare assistance to local Christians in areas such as health, education, employment and 

housing.  Parishes, schools, orphanages and medical centres throughout the Holy Land rely 

on assistance from the Good Friday Collection.  This collection is also used to maintain 74 

churches and shrines associated with the life of Jesus.  Your generosity is appreciated.  

Please also pray for peace and harmony in the birthplace of Jesus.  

A great big ôThank youõ to Ruby and our choir members who made the jams, cakes 

and hand towels for the recent sale.  The proceeds of this very successful event 

provided the parish with four beautiful crockery sets for our new Parish Office 

Meeting room.   We greatly appreciate your efforts!  

 

Tupperware Fundraiser for St Ritaõs Community Fete 
The school and the parish have decided to run a Tupperware Fundraiser to provide free  gifts for the 

Fete.   There will be a Tupperware display outside the church after all the weekend masses, which will be 

presented by Jade.   You can help in in the following ways:  

The first way would be to purchase Tupperware items, as all proceeds go towards the fundraiser.  You 

do not need to have the money on you as Jade excepts credit cards.   

The second way would be to book a demonstration, this will allow us to receive a great deal more for 

free.  Again, Jade will be able to assist you with this.  

The third way would be to collect a catalogue from Jade and then collect orders from your family 

friends.  

We need your support - the more people who get involved in this fundraiser, the more successful this event 

will be. Please remember that the Tupperware demonstrator also does replacements ñso if you have any  

broken Tupperware why not book a demonstration to get it all replaced for free!  

Memorial Service for Louise De Vries  
The Memorial Service that was to be held this afternoon, Sunday 28th March, for Louise De Vries has been 

cancelled until further notice.  



 

PARISH NEWS  

Project Compassion 2010  
Donations for the fifth week of Lent amounted to $523.00, bringing this year's total up to $1958.15.  

33 envelopes were received which is encouraging.   A very big thank you to all contributors.  

This week's story about Bule in Malawi presents a devastating picture of a country where more than half of the 

population live below the poverty line - it is one of the poorest countries in the world. Caritas is working with 

Bule's community to improve farming methods and food production and is achieving amazing results.   You can 

read the full story at http://www.caritas.org.au/project_compassion_10/Lenten/week6.html , or in the Catholic 

Leader,   and it is well worth the read.   It is a privilege to be able to join in an effort like this to support one of 

our global neighbours and you can be part of it by contributing to Project Compassion.   Lent is nearly over now 

and if you haven't joined in yet there still time.   Envelopes and boxes are available and contributions in your 

own envelope marked Project Compassion are most welcome.   Please help us to meet our target of $4000 for 

2010  

Passion Sunday 

Isaiah 50:4 -7; Philippians 2:6 -11; Luke 22:14-23:56  

Jesus, the faithful suffering servant of God, draws strength from God in 

the face of oppression and injustice. The Passion story illuminates the  

authority of Jesus as different to that of worldly power. We need the 

spirit of Christ who òhumbled himself, becoming obedient to the point of 

death, even death on the crossó. 

Jesusõ experience becomes real when we reflect on the extreme poverty, 

injustices and violence suffered by so many in our world today. We are 

called to open our hearts and eyes to the injustices in the world, offering 

our prayer and acts of penance for those who like Christ suffer at the 

hands of injustice.  

This weekõs Project Compassion story focuses on Malawi where more than 

half the population live below the poverty line. Caritas Australia supports 

the Catholic Development Commissionõs Community Development Program 

which improves access to food, safe water and sanitation for the poorest 

families in Mzuzu Diocese in the north of the country.  

As we journey to Easter and the message of hope that it brings to all of 

humanity, we can bring the spirit of Christ and this gift of hope to those 

who suffer through our generous support of Project Compassion.  

The Little Kingõs Appeal 2010 

The Little Kings Movement for the Handicapped sincerely thank the parishioners of St Ritaõs for their kind 

and generous donations to their recent appeal.  A total amount of $585.60 was received from St Ritaõs Parish.  

In their letter of appreciation they state òThe generosity of people, particularly the Church-going section, is 

quite amazing.  With this support, we have already received a little over $77 000.ó 

Collect your copy of the Australian Catholics Magazine  
The Easter edition of this informative magazine is now available free from the back table of the church.   

Be sure to collect your copy on the way out!  

Divine Mercy Sunday ñ11th April  

On Sunday, 11th April the 9.00am Mass will be followed by Chaplet of Divine Mercy, Reconciliation, 

Benediction and Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament.  All are welcome.  

http://www.caritas.org.au/project_compassion_10/Lenten/week6.html


DEANERY NEWS  
 

 

 

 

 

MEDITATIONS to Transform the Mind and Open the Heart  
 

These morning meditations, guided by Alan Carter, will offer techniques to enhance wholesome states of  
mind as a basis to increase oneõs love and compassion.  The technique can be applied within any religious/

spiritual tradition.  

WHEN:   10.00 am ð 12.00 pm SATURDAYS  10 April to 8 May  

WHERE:   Presentation Spirituality Centre, 26 Kooralgin Street, Manly  

COST:   $10 per session  

BOOKINGS:     Phone:  3396 3290  RSVP by 8 April  

 

CRAFTY LADIES CIRCLE  

A weekend to be guided by Cathie Stone  
Do you love crafty things?  Do you need some time and quiet space for your spirit?  This weekend will give  

you time -out to be creative and renew your spirit.   

WHEN:   7.00 pm FRIDAY 30 APRIL to 3.00 pm SUNDAY 2 MAY  

WHERE:   Presentation Spirituality Centre, 26 Kooralgin Street, Manly  

COST:   $180 (Cost for non -residential participants can be arranged)  

BOOKINGS:     Phone:  3396 3290  RSVP by 21 April ( Numbers are limited)  

Scripture Reflections:  Passion (Palm) Sunday  
 

First reading:  Isaiah 50: 4 -7.  

Here we begin the great reminder of Christõs passion and death for each one of us. Let me ask for the 

strength I need to accept suffering in my life, - as Isaiah did here.  
 

Responsorial Psalm:  Ps. 21: 8-9, 17-20, 23 -24.  

A psalm that cries out for Godõs help in time of trouble. Could I make this my psalm in a similar occasion in my 

life?  
 

Second reading : Philippians 2: 6 -11.   

A really beautiful account of Christ becoming one with us, - to die for us, and to rise before us. Let me listen 

to it carefully   
 

Gospel reading : Luke:23:1-49. 

The story of the Passion and death of Christ according to Luke. Let me relive the events that are told here, - 

and be grateful to Christ who suffered them for me, - and you.  

Palms 
ôThe palm tree was considered in Biblical times as a princely tree and was used as a symbol of 

victory and well -being and also as temple decoration. Among both the Romans and the Jews, it 

was carried in joyful or triumphant processions.  At Christõs triumphant entry into Jerusalem, 

people strew palm branches in his path and greeted him with Hosannas.  Before Ash Wednesday, 

blessed palm is burned, and its residue is used in the distribution of ashes as a symbol of  

penance during Lent.õ  From the Catholic Enquiry Centre  http://www.catholicenquiry.com  


