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St. Ritaôs Catholic Parish 
Incorporating the areas of Victoria Point, Thornlands south, Redland Bay,  

Mount Cotton, Coochiemudlo Island and the Southern Bay Islands  

37-39 Benfer Road,  Victoria Point Q. 4165    

Parish Priest:  Fr. Leo Burke  

Pastoral Assistant:  Elaine Strati 

Office/ Presbytery:  

Ph:  07-3207 9177   Fax: 073207 9689 

Email: victoriapoint@bne.catholic.net.au 

Website: www.stritasparish.org 

 

Parish Secretaries:   Beverley Van Schie 

   Patricia Watson 

Parish Office Hours:  

 MonñThurs 9.00am- 3.30pm     

School Principal: Anne McKenny 

Ph: 3207 6628 Fax: 3207 6734 

 

Second Sunday of Lent - Year C  

Please Pray for : 

Our Sick : Peg Jamieson, Roisin Wohlsen, Therese Thomas, Robyn Holmes, Maria & Marko Volarevich, Rita Peck, 

Neil Leone, Kaleb Love,  Brodie McGovern, Noreen Owens, Siobhan Wilson, David Ayre, Fr Bill McCarthy 

(Indooroopilly), James Rieley (Pat Quennellõs Father), Mary Robertson, Molly Daniel, Annie Weston, Elly Lendering, Rita 

Weston, Ron Ghidella, Daphne Dale, Debbie Stone (Tracy Kubinekõs sister), Gay Ring, Michael Larner - Stone, Joan Lennon, 

Ian Scullion. 

 

Recently Deceased:   John Deery, Alonso Moreno  Anniversary:  John Grieve 

 

Second Collection & Donations last week:  2 464.00 Envelopes, Loose, Direct Debits, Credit Cards) 

Next Sundayôs readings: 3rd Sunday of Lent - Exodus 3:1-8, 13 - 15; 1 Corinthians 10:1 - 6, 10 ð12; Luke 13:1 - 9 

Mount Tabor and Mount Calvary  
 

The fact that the transfiguration happened on a mountain top comes as no surprise.  

There is something about a mountain.  A mountain gives us a wider view and an 

over-all view.  It helps us to see the pattern in things and puts things into  

perspective.  It also raises our spirits.  We are in the presence of great majesty and 

beauty.  We often feel closer to God.  Indeed, we feel we are in the presence of 

God. 

On Mount Tabor the sky was bright.  Jesus was praying.  As he prayed his face 

shone and his clothes became white as snow.  On one side of him stood Mosesñ

the great law-giver.  On the other side was Elijahñthe greatest of the prophets.  A 

luminous cloud overshadowed them, symbolizing the presence of God.  Out of the 

cloud, the voice of the Father was heard uttering the lovely words: ôThis is my Son, 

the Chosen One.  Listen to him.õ  Peter exclaimed, ôIt is wonderful for us to be 

here!  If you wish, I will make three tents here, one for you, one for Moses and one 

for Elijah.õ 

Peter wanted to stay on the mountain.  He wanted to build a safe haven there, 

away from all trouble and danger.  But the purpose of this experience was not to 

encourage escape.  The purpose was to comfort and strengthen Jesus and the apostles so that they would be able to go 

back and face the chaos and danger they left behind. 

And how much they needed that strength!  For there would come another day and another hill.  This time the sky would 

be dark.  The face of Jesus would be covered with sweat and blood.  His clothes would not dazzleñthey would be taken 

from him.  For companions he would have two criminals.  There would be no voice from heaven, only the voice of scoffers 

and mockers.  The disciples would be shattered and would want no part of what was happening. 

The only thing in common would be that Jesus would once again be praying.  From this itõs clear that what sustained him 

in bright and dark moments alike was his special relationship with the Father. 

Hopefully, all of us have some experience of Mount Tabor, the hill of joy and exaltation.  But we are often familiar with 

Mount Calvary.  What happens is that we tend to go from one to the other.  On ôTaborõ we glimpse the beauty of heaven: 

we are encouraged, elated, and we think ôIt is good for us to be here.õ  Then we can be plunged into the sorrow of Calvary.  

On ôCalvaryõ by the grace of God we can learn to say, ôThy will be done.õ 

 

Source:  New Sunday & Holy Day Liturgies, Year C,  Flor McCarthy, SDB  

 



Wisdom is knowing when to speak your mind and when to mind you speech.  

PARISH NEWS  

New Parishioners  

If youõre moving in!  Welcome!!   

Please put your name in the Newcomers Book 

and collect a New Parishioners pack which all can 

be found  on the back table of the Church.   

Weõll be in touch soon!  

 

 

 

 

 

 Is your credit card expiry date coming up soon?  

If the answer is yes, and you are a valued  

member of our Planned/Thanksgiving program, please 

notify the parish office of your new credit card  

details as soon as possible.   

Your contributions are greatly  

appreciated, and are a very necessary 

element in enabling the parish to  

fulfill its vision & mission.    

Care & Concern News :  

Our next meeting will be held on Monday, 1st March in the Church meeting room at 10am.  All  

existing members are encouraged to attend.  

Not a member yet?  If you have considered becoming a member and you want to find out more 

about this very necessary ministry, please come along to this meeting, you will be most welcome.   

The recent Archdiocesan Care & Concern Newsletter can be found on the parish notice board.  

The Little Black Book  

During Lent endeavour to set aside 6 minutes of quiet time every day to read from your companion ñthe Little 

Black Book.  These wonderful little books can be purchased from the back table at the cost of $4, or $3 each 

for 10 or more.  There are also a childrenõs version available, at the cost of $4. 

Donõt you love home made jams? 

There will be an array of home made jams, hand towels and cakes on sale next weekend the 6th/7th 

March after masses.  So, if you enjoy these tasty treats make sure you come well prepared!  

Archbishopõs Centacare Appeal November 2009 

Thank you to parishioners of St Ritaõs for your kind and generous donations to the Archbishopõs Centacare  

Appeal. A total amount of $490.65 was received.  

The Knitters Group   
A big thank you to everyone who knitted squares for wraps/blankets. Six blankets were  

completed and have been given to ôKnitting 4 Brisbaneõs Needyó. They found homes  

immediately. Thank you again for your efforts and fun.  

Chris Wells    ph.  32077220  

Friendship Group News : 

The first meeting for 2010 will be a St Patrickõs Day Garden party lunch.  This festive occasion 

will be held in the Presbytery grounds on Wednesday, 17th March commencing at 11.00am, with 

lunch to be served at 12.00noon.  For catering purposes it imperative that you RSVP to Carol 

3207 8035 or Eileen on 3207 6445 by 12th March.  



Pro- Life Prayer and Rosary Crusade  

In the hope of preventing the legislation of abortion in Queensland, a Pro -Life and Rosary  

Crusade will be held in the Church every Thursday.  Prayers commence at 1.30pm followed by 

the Rosary.  

 

PARISH NEWS  

Found: Gold Bracelet  
A gold bracelet was found in the church after the weekend masses two weeks ago.  If you are the owner, kindly 

contact the parish office.  

òOrdo Consecrationis Virginumó 
Continuation;  

The virgin consecrated is removed by God Himself, from the secular domain and transferred to the realm of 

the divine.  After consecration, the virgin no longer belongs to this world; she belongs solely to God.  

Consecration of virgins refers to the ceremonies or the series of rites through which the Catholic Church 

dedicates and sets apart those virgins who have already vowed themselves totally, eternally, exclusively and 

irrevocably to God.  

It is undoubtedly the most ancient, beautiful, elaborate Sacramental, which one can find in the treasury of 

the Church.  One has to experience it before you realise what I have said.  It is patterned after the  

ordination ceremony.  This Sacramental of the Consecration of Virgins is one of the channels of grace that 

connects to Godõs infinite treasury.  It is always enshrined within the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass. 

Stay tuned for the final instalment. ð Mary Jillian.  

Project Compassion 2010  
Last weekend was the first for the return of Project Compassion envelopes.   We received 25 envelopes and a 

total amount of $267.15.   Whilst this is a good start, we encourage you to greatly increase the participation 

rate.   25 envelopes isn't very many from a community of our size.   All contributions are welcomed, large and 

small, and there is no need to record your name if you don't wish to - it can be quite anonymous.   We have set a 

target of $4000.00 for 2010 and only you, the parishioners, can help us achieve this.   If you haven't taken a 

pack of envelopes or a money box yet, please do so after mass today.   It will only be a pleasure if we run out 

and have to go looking for more supplies.   Read this week's story about Teneille and realise what marvellous 

work is being done by the Project Compassion donations.   

 

 

 

 

òOpening Celebration ó 
 

Our next Emmaus Youth Group get together will be held on Friday night the 5th March from 6.00pm to 8.00pm.  

The cost is only $2 per child (ages 8 ð 14 years) and it includes supper.  

Come and join in the fun ñ We hope to see you there!!  



DEANERY NEWS  

 

 
 
 
 

 

7 Wednesday Prayer Nights in Lent  ð February 17 and 24, March 3, 10, 17, 24, and 31 at 7.30pm - 8.30pm in 

the Santa Teresa Formation Chapel ð an opportunity to stretch the heart in Lent by listening to Godõs Word in-

terspersed with some beautiful music and time for personal prayer and reflection. Led by Fathers Chris Gleeson 

SJ and John Reilly SJ. Cost: a donation to cover light refreshment at the end.  

Private Retreats ð in addition to the Retreat opportunities scheduled in our website program, we welcome  

individuals throughout the year who wish to make a private silent retreat (with or without daily direction) or 

want simply to spend a few quiet days in personal prayer and reflection.  

Bookings: Through the Facilities Manager, Patrick Cremin, on (07) 32864011 or  

òsantateresa@bne.catholic.net.auó 

FEBRUARY AT ôSANTA TERESAõ 

PARISH NEWS  

WORLD DAY OF PRAYER :  

You are invited to the world day of prayer -an Inter -Denominational, International & Inter -racial 

celebration.   

This year it is hosted by the Victoria Point Uniting church, Pt. Halloran Rd. on Friday, 5 th  March  

at 10am. 

Project Compassion 2010 ñSecond Sunday of Lent  

Teneille lives with her family in Derby,   200km from Broome in Western Australia.  

Two years ago, Teneille resisted going to school and regularly played truant. She fell 

behind in her grades, rarely mixed with other children and had little confidence.  

Many of the children in Derby come from families with low literacy levels, minimal job 

opportunities and suffer from poor health. Little importance has been placed on school 

attendance and Indigenous specific education and many children like Teneille were 

falling behind in learning and development.  

In 2007, Caritas Australia partnered with the Jalaris Aboriginal Corporation to ad-

dress the issues of poor attendance and cultural health issues in children.  By estab-

lishing the Kids Future Club (afternoon kids club),   children and parents are now en-

couraged in a culturally appropriate way, to understand   the value of school atten-

dance and learn about health and hygiene. The club also provides additional adult sup-

port groups, such as drop -in centres and mobile health clinics.  

By using Indigenous child education workers, local capacity in child development, edu-

cation and health has improved significantly. Many of the children are now getting back on track in the  

education system. Teneille now attends school every day and looks forward to going.  

Your donation to Caritas Australiaõs Project Compassion helps to achieve the Millennium Development Goals  

including ensuring primary education for all children, to halve world poverty by 2015.  

Cleveland Christian Book Centre  

Cleveland Plaza, Bloomfield Street  
 

Come along to the pre -stock take sale  

from February to 26th March.  

A variety of items including music and books  

are all marked down to clear.  

Come in and check out the bargains.  


