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St. Ritaôs Catholic Parish 
Incorporating the areas of Victoria Point, Thornlands south, Redland Bay,  

Mount Cotton, Coochiemudlo Island and the Southern Bay Islands  

37-39 Benfer Road,  Victoria Point Q. 4165    

Parish Priest:  Fr. Leo Burke  

Pastoral Assistant:  Elaine Strati 

Office/ Presbytery:  

Ph:  07-3207 9177   Fax: 073207 9689 

Email: victoriapoint@bne.catholic.net.au 

Website: www.stritasparish.org 

 

Parish Secretaries:   Beverley Van Schie 

   Patricia Watson 

Parish Office Hours:  

 MonñThurs 9.00am- 3.30pm     

School Principal: Anne McKenny 

Ph: 3207 6628 Fax: 3207 6734 

 

Four th  Sunday  o f  Eas te r  -  Year  C   

Please Pray for : 

Our Sick :  Peg Jamieson, Roisin Wohlsen, Therese Thomas, Robyn Holmes, Marko Volarevich, Rita Peck, Neil 

Leone, Kaleb Love,  Brodie McGovern, Noreen Owens, Siobhan Wilson, David Ayre, Fr Bill McCarthy (Indooroopilly), 

James Rieley (Pat Quennellõs Father), Mary Robertson, Molly Daniel, Annie Weston, Elly Lendering, Rita Weston, Ron 

Ghidella, Daphne Dale, Debbie Stone (Tracy Kubinekõs sister), Gay Ring, Joan Lennon, Ian Scullion. 
 

 

Second Collection & Donations last week:  $ 2 544.55 Envelopes, Loose, Direct Debits, Credit Cards) 

Next Sundayõs readings: Fifth Sunday of Easter - Acts 14: 21 ð27;  Revelation 21:1-5;  John 13: 1, 31 ð35 

The Good Shepherd knows his sheep 

In the nineteenth century St John Bosco began to work for the poor and endangered youth in the Ital-

ian city of Turin.  The youth soon realised that they had a true friend in him.  They so loved him that 

once when he got seriously ill, they stormed heaven with their prayers and some went so far as to offer 

their lives to God in his place.  As it happened, John Bosco recovered.   

This kind of bond cannot exist unless there is closeness, and closeness involves knowing and being 

known. 

Jesus, the Good Shepherd, says, ôI know my sheep.õ  He knows his sheep precisely because he is a good 

shepherd.  

There are various levels of knowing.  We know some people just as a face or a name.  Others we know 

as acquaintances.  Yet others we know as friends. 

There is a sadness in not knowing people.  The Jewish writer, Elie Wiesel, was very attached to his 

father, who died in Auschwitz in 1944.  Yet when he came to write his autobiography he declared:   

ôI never really knew my father.  It hurts to admit that.  I know little of the man I loved most in the world, the man whose merest 

glance could stir me.  I wonder if other sons have the same problem.  Do they know their fathers as someone other than the  

authoritarian figure who leaves in the morning and returns in the evening, bringing bread to the table?õ 

I fear that it is a common cry.  Children donõt know their parents; and parents donõt know their children.  To know takes time and 

effort, but bears great fruit.  When this knowledge is absent a great loss results.  Life passes by so quickly, that sometimes we barely 

get to know each other.  Knowing is particularly important for carers too.  Careers need to know those for whom they care.  To really 

know someone is to know their life stories.   

The kind of knowing we are exploring demands time, patience and sacrifice.  But it is immensely rewarding.  No matter how we 

might dislike an individual, once we get to know the personõs story, our attitude towards them will soften. 

However, this knowing has to be a two-way affair.  Jesus, the Good shepherd, knows his sheep intimately.  But they also know him: 

ôMy own know me.õ  Jesus wasnõt afraid to let himself be known.  But we sometimes are.  We refuse to let others into our lives.  No 

one will know what our true feelings, needs, hurts and hopes are.   

Perhaps it is fear of rejection that holds us back.  We fear that if people really know us for the imperfect people we are, they would 

reject us.  The result is that we will be known for the image we project rather than for the persons we are.  It would be sad to live and 

die and never to have been deeply known, never to have told our story.   

How can we form a bond with people if we keep our distance from them, thus preventing them from getting to know us?  Can we 

blame them if they too keep their distance from us, and if as a result they distrust or fear us? 

Jesus is a Good Shepherd to us.  He wants us to have life now and for eternity.  But it has to be a two way affair.  We have to  

respond to his love.  The faithful sheep listen to the voice of the shepherd and follow him.  We have to get to know the Lord, listen to 

his word and do it.   

If we have the heart of the Good Shepherd, then wherever we are we will find an outlet for our love.  Caring means getting close to 

people, as Jesus, the Good Shepherd, got close to us. 

 

Adapted from : New Sunday & Holy Day Liturgies, Flor McCarthy, SDB  

 



PARISH NEWS  

New Parishioners  

If youõre moving in!  Welcome!!   

Please put your name in the Newcomers Book and 

collect a New Parishioners pack which all can be 

found  on the back table of the Church.   

Weõll be in touch soon!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Is your credit card expiry date coming up soon?  

If the answer is yes, and you are a valued  

member of our Planned/Thanksgiving program, please 

notify the parish office of your new credit card  

details as soon as possible.   

Your contributions are greatly  

appreciated, and are a very necessary ele-

ment in enabling the parish to  

fulfill its vision & mission.    

Clean Glass Jars Needed  

The fete is fast approaching and we are in need of clean glass jars (small to medium) for jams and 

preserves.  So, before you toss those glass jars in the recycling bin, remember us and bring them in 

and place them in the box provided at the back door church.  Thankyou for your kindness.  

Wanted:  Donations for the St Ritaõs Community Fete 

Do you have any donations of pre -loved clothing, books, kids toys, trash and treasure for 

our annual St Ritaõs Community Fete?  A bin for the fete collections will once again be 

placed by the back door of the church, however until this is erected please leave your 

contributions at the back of the church.  

Please note that no electrical items can be accepted due to safety regulations.  

Wanted:  Preloved items for the Accessories Stall  
If you have any jewellery (even broken pieces, stones missing or single earrings), 

handbags, beach bags, belts, scarves, hats or crocheted collars etc that you no 

longer use, would you donate them to our fete stall?  Childrenõs accessories would 

also be appreciated. These items may be in the bins labelled òAccessories Stalló at 

the back of the church.  If you have items youõd like collected please call me on  

3207 9496.  Thankyou, Kaye Burkett.  (Stall Convenor)  

St Ritaõs Community Fete Sunday, 30th May 2010 

WOW!!.......Only 6 weeks to go till the big event.  

Many Parishioners have already put their hand up to help! We need everyone to get involved!  

You can help by: 

Taking a raffle book or two after mass.  (There will be designated helpers on the raffle table will assist 

you in obtaining your raffle books.)  

Putting your name on the helpers list (on the back table) maybe just ½ hour on one stall during the day.  

Donations of Goods for Auction/Chocolate wheel.  

Set up and Pull down assistance.  

Any support will be greatly appreciated.  

Please contact Simon Egan 0438 538022 for more information  

Care & Concern ñDate Claimer ñMonday, 10th May  

Please keep this date in your diary free for an interesting morning discussion of Lifeõs Journey.  All are 

invited, including family and friends.  More information next week.  

St Ritaõs Craft Group Mothers Day Stall 

The Craft Group is holding a Motherõs Day stall at Masses on the weekend of the 1st/2nd of May .  The craft 

ladies have created some lovely items that we hope will brighten your motherõs special day.   

Thank you to all those whom have recently donated goodies to our group.  Mirella 3286 9945.  



Welcome to the Family  

A warm welcome into our Catholic Community to Alistair Terry the son of Daniel and Tara who 

was baptised last weekend.  We wish Alistair and his family many blessings as they continue their 

faith journey.  

     Congratulations!  

Pro- Life Prayer and Rosary Crusade  

In the hope of preventing the legislation of abortion in Queensland, a Pro -Life and Rosary  

Crusade will be held in the Church every Thursday.  Prayers commence at 1.30pm followed by 

the Rosary.  

 

PARISH NEWS  

Project Compassion 2010  

We have made it up to a total $5001 with last weekends receipts of $76.  Congratulations everyone and thank 

you very much.   

Receipts are now available on the back table of the church.  Please collect your receipt as soon as possible, so we 

are not faced with the extra cost of postage.  

The Little White Book  

Continue the Lenten endeavour 

after Easter to Pentecost, by 

setting aside 6 minutes of quiet 

time each day to read from your  

companionñthe Litt le White Book.   

These wonderful little books can be purchased 

from the back table at the cost of $5 each or 

if you take 10 or more ñ$4 each.  

AUSTRALIAN CHRISTIAN MEDITATION SOCIETY  
 

Be Still,  

And  

Know that I am God  

- Psalm 46 
 

Experience Contemplative Prayer  
 

You are invited to join a Christian Meditation Group  

meeting each Monday morning at 9.30am  

in St Ritaõs Chapel. (Subject to the note below)  

 

The ancient tradition of contemplative prayer seeks God 

in silence and stillness ñbeyond word and thought.  

The weekly meeting includes a recorded talk and  

25 minutes of silent meditation.  

Christian Mediation is not new:  It is central to the  

Christian experience and is deeply rooted in  

Christian tradition.  
 

Meditation, also known as contemplative prayer, is the 

prayer of silence and listening.  

This is the aim of the Psalmist:  

ôBe still and know that I am God.õ 

If you would like to know more about the 

practice, phone Helen on 3207 6558.  

ANZAC Prayer  

 

Lord our God, boundless provider,  

source of peace that the world cannot give,  

kindly hear our constant prayer  

for those who bore witness to your own fidelity  

by giving their lives for those they loved.  

Resurrect them in our true homeland  
and perfect that peace  

for which they longed and died.  

We ask this through our Lord Jesus Christ,  

your Son, who lives and reigns with you  

and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.  

 

Amen 

Your Generosity can live on ñ make a gift 

through your will to your parish.  

Yoga is for everyone ñ Classes commencing now! 

Linda Mackin is an experienced Hatha Yoga Instructor practicing and teaching since 1980.  She will be  

conducting yoga sessions on Tuesdayõs & Fridayõs from 9.15am to 10.30am in the Parish Office Meeting Room.  

Please bring your yoga mat!  For further information contact Linda Mackin on 3207 8977 or 0418 881 353.  

Please Note :  As the following two Mondays are public 

holidays there will be no Meditation on these days.   

Monday meditation will resume on Monday, 10th May.  



DEANERY NEWS  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mary MacKillop ð An Australian Like Us ( Module 3)  

The deep love between Mary and her mother, Flora, shines through their letters.  Mary  

always began with ôMy dearest Mammaõ and on August 14, 1866, reminded her mother of the 

importance of her example:  òYou so often sought, not by precept only but by example also, to 

impress on the minds of your children ...that òGod will comfort you and that God will provideó.õ 

Provided by Sr Marie White rsj of the Sisters of St Joseph - www.sosj.org.au.  
For further information, see   www.marymackillop.org.au and www.cathnews.com.au  

PARISH NEWS  

World Day of Prayer for Vocations  

Today is World Day of Prayer for Vocations.  The Holy Father continues to encourage us to pray for 

Vocations to Priesthood and Consecrated Life.  In a special way we remember and pray for our clergy in 

this the ôYear for Priests.õ 

ôGod whispers to us in our pleasures, speaks to us in our conscience, but shouts in our pains:  

it is the megaphone to rouse a deaf world.õ  C.S. Lewis  

ANZACña Theological Perspective  

ôUltimately ANZAC Day can be described as sacred only because human beings are sacred.  Each human being is 

precious in Godõs sight.  So, the life and the fate of each soldier who died at Gallipoli matter.  The nobility and 

generosity shown by soldiers under such extreme pressure also matters.  The grief of those who loved them and 

who awaited their return matters.  So does the common life of communities stripped of their young men and, 

with them, their possibilities.  In Christian symbolism, the poignancy and preciousness of each human life are 

crystallised in the death of Jesus Christ for all human beings.  That grounds the sacredness of everything that 

touches humanity, of all ordinary human events.õ  Extract from an article by Andrew Hamiliton SJ in Eureka Street,  

Full text at www.eurekastreet.com.au/article.aspx?aeid=2591  

RETREAT IN DAILY LIFE  

A six week prayer experience  guided by Pauline Burke rsm and Chris Watt rsm  

This prayer experience is based on Joyce Ruppõs book òThe Cup of Our Lifeó.  The image of the cup whether it be 

a full cup or a chipped cup can be a way for us to reflect on our lives and Godõs word in scripture.  Participants 

come together weekly on Tuesdays for an hour.  
 

WHEN:  10.00 am to  11.00 am  TUESDAYS 11 MAY to 22 JUNE  

WHERE:  Presentation Spirituality Centre, 26 Kooralgin Street, Manly  

COST:  $25 for the 6 weeks  

Bookings:  PHONE  3396 3290 or email pscmanly@qld.pbvm.org.au  by 4 MAY  

SANTA TERESA SPIRITUALITY CENTRE  

267 Wellington Street. Ormiston  

Day Themed Retreats  

òServant Leadershipó retreat on Friday 7th May from 9am to 4pm by director Fr Chris Gleeson SJ at 

the cost of $60.  Register immediately.  

òMonday Spirituality ñ spirituality for busy peopleó retreat on Thursday, 13th May from 5pm to 9pm 

by director Fr Chris Gleeson SJ at the cost of $30.  Register by 6th May.  

òLearning to Pray Saturday Morning Seriesó - Learning to Pray ôLectio Divinaõ by director  

Fr John Reilly sj will be held on Saturday, 15th May from 9am ñ12pm at a cost of $25.  Register by  

Friday, 7th May.  

Bookings:  Through the Facilities Manager, Patrick Cremin, on 3286 4011 or santateresa@bne.catholic.net.au  

http://www.sosj.org.au
http://www.marymackillop.org.au
http://www.cathnews.com.au
mailto:pscmanly@qld.pbvm.org.au


Around the Archdiocese  
 

HEALING RALLY WITH FR JOHN REA  

To be held on Friday, 30th April from 7.30pm at St Mary Magdalenes Church, Cecil Rd, Bardon.   

A night of PRAISE, HEALING & THANKSGIVING GENERAL & INDIVIDUAL PRAYERS.  

For more info phone Norma : 33693832 or Bruce : 33250359   or   visit our web site www.ccrbardon.org.au   

Centacare programmes  
Centacare Catholic Family & Community Services, 58 Morgan St, Fortitude Valley  

 

òChildren Firstó each Tuesday from April 27 ð June 1 2010 between 4pm ð 6pm.  

A program for children aged 5 ð 15 years who are adjusting to family life after the separation or divorce of their 
parents.  An educative peer support group program that is designed to help children come to a better  
understanding of the divorce or separation of the parents, and also to help them adjust and adapt to the  
significant changes in their family life.  
 

 Seasons Grief and Loss òCompanion Trainingó commencing April 29 2010. 

The Seasons training is designed to assist children and young people from 5 ð 18 years in coping with grief  
experienced through death, separation or divorce. Centacare is offering the òCompanion Trainingó for those  
wishing to implement the Seasons program in schools, community, health and / or welfare settings.  
For more information on either of these programs please contact Gay Davey at Centacare on  3252 4371 or  

consult the flyers on the noticeboard.  

Walk for Little Feet 2010  

Speaking up Peacefully for the Unborn  

2010 marks Right to Lifeõs 21st consecutive annual Walk for Little Feet.  The walk is an  

opportunity for people to publicly express their concern for the plight of children being aborted.  

Many people do not realise that if abortion was decriminalised, abortion would be legal up until 

birth for any reason. The walk will take place on Saturday 8th May commencing at 10.15am  

departing from MSI, cnr Hayling and Chalfont streets, Salisbury and concludes at Parliament 

house at 2.45pm.  The total walk is 12.5km, however walkers are welcome to only do part thereof.   

For the route and further information consult the flyer on the parish notice board.  

Young Adult Mass (YAM)  

Young Adults Mass at St Stephenõs Cathedral, Brisbane is the Mass that draws and unites young people from all 

over Brisbane.  YAM is held on every 1st Sunday of the Month at 7.30pm.  Stay back after Mass for supper out-

side the Francis Rush Centre and meet other like -minded young adults.  The next YAM is on Sunday, 2nd May . 

A Special Thanksgiving Mass celebrating 40 years of Catholic Charismatic Renewal at Bardon  

A Special Thanksgiving Mass is to be held on Friday, 7th May from 7.45pm at CCR Bardon Outreach, 24 Cecil 

Rd, Bardon.  Fr Vince Hobbs will be the celebrant.  

National eConference on Mary ñTuesday,18th May 2010  

Itõs free and will be fantastic!  Fr Frank Moloney will engage you as he shares his insights into Mary as disciple, 

woman and Mother.  To register got to www.bbi.catholic.edu.au and follow the links to Mary -First Disciple and be 

in the draw to win a pilgrimage for two to Italy with Harvest Travel 2010.  

OPEN MORNING:  SETON COLLEGE  

To be held on Tuesday, 4th May , starting at 9.00am in the College Chapel with an Information Session,  

followed by a tour of the College.  The Open Morning will conclude at 10.30am.   

Seton College, Mt Gravatt East, is a Catholic Co -educational College, which is now accepting enrolment applications 

from students wishing to attend the College in Year 8, 2011, 2012 or 2013.  (Maximum Year 8 enrolment is 70  

students.)  The College accepts students of all abilities, but seeks to provide opportunities for students who need 

to ôpick up the paceõ from their school work in the primary school years.  This is done through a curriculum in 

which core subjects are offered at many levels and classes with a very favourable teacher ñstudent ratio.  

http://www.ccrbardon.org.au/


 

 

"Sons of the Father" is an exciting new initiative from menAlive  
that successfully commenced last year, 2009.    

 

There is a hunger in boys to become men.  There is a fire in young men to follow those who have gone before them 

and to go further still.  A desire to rise up and face the expectations and challenges placed before them by the 

men who have fought more battles in their lives and who have the map to get them through the maze.  How do 

they make it through without hitting the land mines?  How do they face the battle of life?  As fathers we too 

have desires, a desire to transform a young boy into a powerful man.  To speak to him, guide him through what can 
be an arduous road.  Help him go after dreams.  Help create vision and most of all, to just share life.   òSons of the 

Fatheró is a program that invites fathers and their teenage sons to work through these, and other important  

issues.   

The retreat will start on Friday, 4th June (7.30pm) and will run to Sunday, 6th June  (mid afternoon) 

at Kindilan Conference Centre, Cnr Days Rd and German Church Rds, Redland Bay.  
For more information consult the parish noticeboard or call:   

Gavin 0411 619 195, Robert 0412 745 734, Peter 0409 479 373, or Des  0433 683 135.     

Register now as numbers are strictly limited!!  

Around the Archdiocese  

Multifaith  
 

ACADEMY FOR CHAPLAIN CY AND  

COMMUNITY MINISTRIES INC  

Offering Qualifications in Spiritual Care  
 

PASTORAL CARE PRAXIS  
 

The Academy is offering a twenty -week Program in  

Chaplaincy/Pastoral Care training to be held at  

The Canossian Lay-Spirituality Centre at Oxley  

and Ipswich Centre.    

This bursary program is offered at a cost of $300 

plus $60 Administration Fee ð total $360.  
 

Day-time Canossa Course ð May to September  

Offered each Thursday, 9 am ð 4 pm 
 

Evening Ipswich  Course ð May to September  

Offered each Tuesday, 6 pm ð 9 pm  

(plus 3 Intensive Saturdays ð 9 am ð 4 pm) 
 

The successful completion of this Pastoral Care 

Praxis program is an introduction to the Certificate 

of Chaplain as offered by the Academy . 
 

A Communion Ministers Course will be held ð  

dates to be advised. Cost $50.   Book early. 
 

 Enquiries for Handbook contact:   

The Registrar, PO Box 5868, West 

End   Qld    4101,   or ôphone 3255 2112. 

Australian Christian Meditation Community Qld. -  COMMUNITY DAY  
Sr Therese Wilson will speak to us on òThe Wisdom of God brings Joy to our Livingó. Sr Therese is a spiritual 

director and gives retreats in Brisbane and further afield. She has recently celebrated her Golden Jubilee.  

This event will be held at St Peter Chanel parish hall, 41 Chaprowe Road, The Gap on Saturday, 22nd May  from 

9.30am ð 3.00pm.  Morning tea will be served at 9.30am.  Please bring something to share for lunch.  Books, CDõs 

and DVDõs will be on sale during the day.  There is a suggested donation of $10. For further information contact 

Gabby Nelson email: toga@pigpond.net.au  Ph: 3711 4227.  

mailto:toga@pigpond.net.au

