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St. Ritaôs Catholic Parish 
Incorporating the areas of Victoria Point, Thornlands south, Redland Bay,  

Mount Cotton, Coochiemudlo Island and the Southern Bay Islands  

37-39 Benfer Road,  Victoria Point Q. 4165    

Parish Priest:  Fr. Leo Burke  

Pastoral Assistant:  Elaine Strati 

Office/ Presbytery:  

Ph:  07-3207 9177   Fax: 073207 9689 

Email: victoriapoint@bne.catholic.net.au 

Website: www.stritasparish.org 

 

Parish Secretaries:   Beverley Van Schie 

   Patricia Watson 

Parish Office Hours:  

 MonñThurs 9.00am- 3.30pm     

School Principal: Anne McKenny 

Ph: 3207 6628 Fax: 3207 6734 

 

Pentecos t  -  Year  C   

Please Pray for : 

Our Sick :  Peg Jamieson, Roisin Wohlsen, Therese Thomas, Robyn Holmes, Marko Volarevich, Rita Peck, Neil 

Leone, Kaleb Love,  Brodie McGovern, Noreen Owens, Siobhan Wilson, David Ayre, Fr Bill McCarthy (Indooroopilly), 

James Rieley (Pat Quennellõs Father), Mary Robertson, Molly Daniel, Annie Weston, Elly Lendering, Rita Weston, Ron 

Ghidella, Daphne Dale, Debbie Stone (Tracy Kubinekõs sister), Gay Ring, Joan Lennon, Ian Scullion. 

 

Recently Deceased:   Graham Wiggins Anniversaries:  Fr Maurice OõConnor (Former Priest of St Ritaõs) 

 

Second Collection & Donations last week:  $ 2 668.55 Envelopes, Loose, Direct Debits, Credit Cards) 

Next Sundayõs readings: Trinity Sunday - Proverbs 8: 22 ð 31;  Romans 5:1ñ5;  John 16: 12 ð 15 

Our Free Gift  

Everyone likes receiving gifts.  But gifts can be deceptive.  We all know that feeling you get 

when in the supermarket, or at the petrol pump or whilst reading the newspaper and you 

come across a notice which proclaims òFREE GIFTó.  The first reaction might be one of 

interestñwe all like to get something for nothing, but our next reaction will usually be one of 

caution, whatõs the catch we wonder. 

But thereõs one kind of gift which has no catches and which weõre always ready to receive.  

Itõs the gift that expresses loveñthe gift of a child to its parents, a husband to his wife or 

vice versa, or of a friend to a friend.  It might be argued that even here there are strings  

attached, but these strings are usually of the most delightful kind, strings that draw us 

closer to the one we love. 

The reason we are celebrating today is precisely because it was at Pentecost that we received 

a gift from God - the precious gift of the Holy Spirit.  This is supremely a gift of love, so to 

receive the Spirit is to have Godõs own love poured into our hearts, drawing us closer to God 

and closer to one another. 

Is it because the Holy Spirit is a òfree giftó, costing us nothing, .that we take the Spirit so much for granted?   

As Paul explains, the presence of the Holy Spirit produces a whole variety of gifts, many of them so unspectacular that we 

hardly notice them: like the gift of being a good listener, the gift of being cheerful even when things are difficult, the gift of 

being a good and patient parent; the gift of being able to say òJesus is Lordó when troubled by sickness or temptation. 

When people open up their lives to the Holy Spirit, things begin to happen: their lives change, things that seemed impossible 

become possible.   

There is a story that is told of a peasant who day after day visited the holy man in his village to ask how he could find God.  

For a while nothing happened, but finally the holy man led him to a nearby river and invited him in for a swim.  Then suddenly 

the holy man plunged him under the water, so that he came up fighting for breath.  The two men then walked home in silence 

but, just before they parted, the holy man said:  òWhen you know you need God as much as you need the air you breathe, only 

then will you find him.ó 

Do we realise even now how much we need the Holy Spirit, that the Spirit is as basic as breathing to our Christian lives?  In 

our response to the Psalm we prayed: òLord send out your spirit of love, Lord renew the face of our world ò  Do we believe 

that?  Do we believe the Holy Spirit can renew that dark, dry and, as it may seem, unpromising piece of earth which is  

ourselves?  If so, then, especially on this day, the prayer òSend forth your Spiritó will echo and re-echo in our hearts. 

 

Source:  New Sunday & Holy Day Liturgies.  Flor McCarthy, SDB  

 



New Parishioners  

If youõre moving in!  Welcome!!   

Please put your name in the Newcomers Book and 

collect a New Parishioners pack which all can be 

found  on the back table of the Church.   

Weõll be in touch soon!  

Welcome to the Family  

A warm welcome into our Catholic Community to Alistair Terry the son of Daniel and Tara who 

was baptised last weekend.  We wish Alistair and his family many blessings as they continue their 

faith journey.      Congratulations!  

Is your credit card expiry date coming up soon?  

If the answer is yes, and you are a valued  

member of our Planned/Thanksgiving program, please 

notify the parish office of your new credit card  

details as soon as possible.   

Your contribut ions are greatly  

appreciated, and are a very necessary  

element in enabling the parish to  

fulfill its vision & mission.  

 
PARISH NEWS  

Your will provides you with a unique way of giving lasting expression to your love to those you hold dear -  

Family, friends and your church.  

A little encouragement can spark a great endeavour.  

Mary MacKillop ð An Australian Like Us (Module 7)  

Mary, Annie and Lexie MacKillop used both the Penola church and part of their rented cottage 

for classes. Their brother John was able to convert a rented stable into a school house, so on 

March 19, 1866, St Josephõs School was opened. Locals began talking on that day when Mary  

appeared in a black dress, but were delighted that the new school had 33 pupils and was doing 

very well.  

Provided by Sr Marie White rsj of the Sisters of St Joseph - www.sosj.org.au. For further  

information, see   www.marymackillop.org.au and www.cathnews.com.au  

Rosies & BABI Appeal 2010  

With winter upon us and the nights getting colder, spare a thought for those in our Redland Bayside community 

who are most at risk.  These are the ôHomelessõ in our midst.  Their bed could well be a park bench tonight.  For 

them the nights will be particularly cold.  

The Redlands Bayside Deanery needs your help in helping the homeless.  We wish to collect the following items 

from across our Parishes and Schools so as to provide both Rosies and BABI with some basic resources which 

they require to fulfill their mission:  

Tea, Coffee, Sugar, Milo, Cuppa Soup, Breakfast Cereal and Cereal Bars  

Over the weekends of 12 th /13 th  and 19 th /20 th - June please set aside some of these items and send them to 

school with your child(ren) or place them in the baskets at the back of the Church.   

Mary MacKillop Canonisation Appeal  

Next week we will be conducting a parish Appeal for the Mary MacKillop Canonisation.  The Sisters 

of St Joseph have appealed for assistance from parishes across Australia in order to raise  

sufficient funds to cover essential expenses associated with the Canonisation.   

Your support will be greatly appreciated.  

When last did you invite a friend to Mass?  

òThe most common way in which people join religious groups is because friends and relatives invite them.õ Ever 

thought of inviting a friend or neighbour to Mass, particularly if they are going through a difficult 

time?   òWould you like to come to church with me on Sunday, so we can both pray for you and for your present 

situation. Iõll pick you up!ó 

http://www.sosj.org.au
http://www.marymackillop.org.au
http://www.cathnews.com.au


St Ritaõs Community Parish & School Fete News 
Proudly Sponsored by  Biddle Lawyers        

The Final Countdown ñonly 1 week until the Big Day  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wanted:  Donations for the St Ritaõs Community Fete 

Do you have any donations of books, trash and treasure for our annual St Ritaõs  

Community Fete?  A bin for the fete collections has been placed at the back door of the 

church.  òOne personõs trash is anotherõs treasure.ó 

Please note that no electrical items can be accepted due to safety regulations.  

Wanted:  Preloved items for the Accessories Stall  
If you have any jewellery (even broken pieces, stones missing or single earrings), 

handbags, beach bags, belts, scarves, hats or crocheted collars etc that you no 

longer use, would you donate them to our fete stall?  Childrenõs accessories would 

also be appreciated. These items may be in the bins labelled òAccessories Stalló at 

the back of the church.  If you have items youõd like collected please call me on  

3207 9496.  Thankyou, Kaye Burkett.  (Stall Convenor)  

Many Parishioners have already put their hand up to help! We need everyone to get involved!  

You can help by: 

Taking a raffle book after mass.  (Please ensure you return the ticket book with the funds raised to the 

parish or school office by Friday, 28th May)  

Donations of Goods for Auction/Chocolate wheel.  (See below for details).  

Set up and Pull down assistance.  (See overleaf for details).  

Any support will be greatly appreciated.  

Please contact Simon Egan 0438 538022 or Darren Smallwood 0457 092 150 for more information.  

Ticket Selling Volunteers needed!  

Calling all parishioners who are willing to help sell tickets for the Boat raffle at the  

Victoria Point Shopping Centre.  St Ritaõs School office has a roster of all volunteers willing to 

help out for an hour or two.  If you are able to donate some of your time to this  

endeavour on Thursday 27th, Friday 28th and Saturday 29th May please contact the school  

office on 3207 6628 to arrange your slot on the roster.  There are still ticket books available to 

parishioners who are able to sell tickets to family and friends.  They can be collected after 

Mass as well as from the parish office.  

 

Pre- loved clothing stall Donations Needed.   
It would be appreciated if donations of clothes for this stall could be delivered to 34 Benfer Rd. 

(opposite the church).  If necessary it can be arranged for items to be collected ð to do this please - 

phone 3207 9498.  

Auction/Chocolate Wheel Donations  

If you can help out with any items, small or large that can be included in this yearõs auction or chocolate wheel 

your assistance will be greatly appreciated.  There will be plenty of advertising given to the business who  

donate items for the Auction or Chocolate Wheel on the day of the fete as well as thereafter.  If you are 

willing to assist in this regard please let the parish or school office know so arrangements for the auction and  

Chocolate Wheel can be finalized.  

Ride Arm Bands  

Arm bands need to be pre -purchased by Thursday 27th May  if you would like them at the  

reduced price of $35.  They will be ready for collection from the school office by Friday  

afternoon or they can be collected on the fete day.  Please contact the school office on 3207 

6628 to make your purchase.  



 

 

 

St Ritaõs Community Parish & School Fete News 
Proudly Sponsored by  Biddle Lawyers        

Sunday, 30th May 2010  

Just for Kids Stall:  

Do you have any pre loved toys at home gathering dust? We are looking for donations of pre -loved 

toys, games and anything that would be suitable for our òJust for Kidsó stall.  Items can be dropped 

off in the fete bin outside the church, or collection from your home can be arranged.  

Please contact Katrina on 0407 580 231 if there are any queries.  

Birkdale Antioch  
Supporting Youth in the Redland Bayside Deanery  

 

Trivia Night  
Saturday, 5th June 2010 @ 7pm  

 

St Anthony's Parish Hall  
St Anthony's Drive, Alexandra Hill  

 

$10 Admission  
BYO Nibbles  

Beer/Wine available to purchase  
 

Bookings Essential  
Contact Giuseppe Strati on 0414 187 458 or  

3488 2704  

Set Up and Pull Down Crews  

Volunteers are needed to set up the stalls for the fete from 8am on Saturday, 29th May.  A second wave  

of volunteers are required to stock the stalls (eg. bagging fruit and veggies) from 10am the same day.   

On Sunday afternoon help will also be required to pack up after the fete.  

All enquiries to Simon Egan 0438 538 022 or Darren Smallwood 0457 092 150  

Volunteers needed to help on Stalls  

Our fete will offer the following stalls:  

Arts & Crafts, Beer Tent, Cakes & preserves, Chocolate Wheel, Coffee shop, Just for kids stall, Drinks van, Fairy 

Floss/Snow Cones, Fruit and Vegetables, Hot Dogs & Chips, Hamburgers, Jewellery, bags, and accessories,  

Lob-O-Choc, Boat Raffle, Plants, Pre -Loved clothing, Rides, sample bags, Sausage sizzle, 2nd hand books, Sweets 

& Chocolates, Trash & Treasure.  

If you would like to help on any of these stalls and for an hour or two please contact the stall convenor.  The 

Stall convenors and their contact details can be found on the parish notice board.  However, you are welcome to  

contact the parish office to obtain the convenorsõ contact details. 

Donations of Cakes & Slices  

There are paper plates wrapped in plastic bags at the back of the church for collection this  

weekend.  It would be greatly appreciated if your could collect one and bring it back to any of the 

Masses next weekend, adorned with cakes or slices.   

In accordance with regulation the ingredients need to be noted on the label provided.   

Thank you for your contribution ñMany hands make light work!  

DEANERY NEWS  

A Glimpse into the Life of Mary MacKillop  

Presented by  

Sr Monica Cavangh rsj.  

Mary MacKillopõs canonisation provides  

Australians with an opportunity to connect with 

her story and its relevance in their lives.  

During this presentation, participants will be  

invited on a journey ñexploring key moments in 

Mary MacKillopõs life story, the events and  

values that shaped the heart and soul of this 

pioneering Australian woman and saint for the 

universal church.  

This presentation will be held on  Sunday, 30th 

May  at 10.30am at Blessed Mary MacKillop 

Church, Hardy Rd, Birkdale.  

RSVP: Mike Jones 3820 0109 o  



Around the Archdiocese  
 

MARRIED COUPLES  

Teams Movement for Married Spirituality invites couples to share their lives and faith.  It provides an amazing 

recipe for love, friendship, forgiveness, challenge, growth as couples and people and a deepening of their  

spirituality.    Contact Paul and Lynda Roberts on 33551709 (home), 33369358 (Paul at work) or  

lynpaulr@bigpond.net.au if you would like to know more.  

POSITION VACANT    Faith & Life Vicariate  

Administrative Support Officer - Institute of Faith Education   (Full Time)  

View website for more details and the job description     www.bne.catholic.net.au/careers  

Application pack from   vuletam@bne.catholic.net.au   or 07 3336 9284.  Applications close  Thursday 27 May.  

LEAVEN HOUR  

Friday 28 May 2010  

Leaven Hour = Eucharist + Eucharistic Adoration 5:10pm -6:30pm at St Stephen's Chapel, Elizabeth St,  

Brisbane.  Leaven Hour, sponsored by a number of youth organisations across Brisbane, is an opportunity for 

young adults to gather with prayer, song, Scripture and silence (generally on the fourth Friday of each month).  
 

òthe Friday Night Gigó 

Friday 28 May 2010  

"The Friday night gigó is a FREE bi-monthly concert where up and coming music artists from around South East 

Qld get to show off their talent.    7pm ð 9pm on St Stephenõs Chapel Grounds. 

Come along and enjoy a beautiful night under the stars!  

For information, contact Mark Lysaght on 1300 133 544 or visit www.catholicpriesthood.com  

Corpus Christi Procession   with  Bishop Joseph Oudeman presiding on Sunday 6 June 2010 2pm   at  

St Josephõs College, Nudgee Junior, Twigg St, Indooroopilly.  Eucharistic Procession, Rosary, Prayers and  

Benediction.  Buses available from some  parishes.    

Interfaith Understanding and Harmony ð At Home and Abroad  

The Catholic and Uniting Church Ecumenical /Interfaith Committees are jointly hosting a visit by Imam Syed  

Muhammad Zakaria from Pakistan on Thursday, 27 May from 7 -9pm at the Aspley Uniting Church, 748  

Robinson Road, Aspley.  This is a wonderful opportunity to hear a òGood Newsó story about interfaith  

cooperation in this troubled part of the world.  The talk will be followed by responses from local Muslim,  

Uniting and Catholic representatives and the evening will conclude with Indian food and entertainment.  

Gold coin donation at the door.  For further information consult the flyer on the parish noticeboard.  

Enquiries: Margaret Naylon, phone: 3336 9354.  

Service of Reconciliation  

On behalf of Churches Together Indigenous People's Parnership, you are warmly invited  to the Service of  

Reconciliation on 1st June 2010, at St John's Anglican Cathedral, Brisbane, 7.30pm.   To RSVP and for further 

information, please contact Georgia Corowa on 07 3369 6792, 0433973764 or email:   ctipp@qct.org.au   

Introduction to All Hallowsõ Day ð Sunday 30th May 2010  
 

The day will commence with an introduction and information session at 11.00am which will include an address by 

the Principal. There will also be opportunities to view displays and musical items, talk  to students and staff, and 

undertake tours of the School. Refreshments will be available in the Piazza. All welcome to attend. Car parking is 

available in the Schoolõs car park accessed from Dodge Lane or in the parking areas in Kemp Place.  

HUMOUR: FOR SAFETY'S SAKE (written by a Gr 7 Student)  

Do not ride in automobiles: they are responsible for 20% of fatal accidents. Do not stay home: 1% of all  

accidents occur in home. Do not walk on the streets or sidewalks: 14% of all accidents occur on pedestrians. Do 

not travel by air, rail, or water: 16% of all accidents happen on these. Only .001% of all deaths occur in worship 

services in church, and these are usually related to previous physical disorders. Hence the safest place for you 

to be at any time is at church!!!  

mailto:lynpaulr@bigpond.net.au
http://www.bne.catholic.net.au/careers
mailto:vuletam@bne.catholic.net.au
www.catholicpriesthood.com
mailto:ctipp@qct.org.au


òmenAlive eXtremeó is an event especially designed for 18 to 30 year old guys.   Excitement ð Adventure ð  

Danger ð A Wild Manõs Paradise!!  menAlive eXtreme is about helping guys explore the connection between the 

physical and the spiritual and how it helps answer some of the big questions in life.   It is a great event with 

great and positive feedback being regularly received.   This event is being held between the 28 and 30 May 

2010 at Emu Gully.  Be quick as menAlive eXtreme is limited to only 30 participants.   Contact Mark Lysaght on 

0407 128 099 or markl@menalive.org.au ASAP to register.  
 

"Sons of the Father " is an exciting new initiative from menAlive that successfully commenced last year in 
2009.   There is a hunger in boys to become men.  There is a fire in young men to follow those who have gone 
before them and to go further still.  A desire to rise up and face the expectations and challenges placed before 
them by the men who have fought more battles in their lives and who have the map to get them through the 
maze.  How do they make it through without hitting the land mines?  How do they face the battle of life?  As 
fathers we too have desires, a desire to transform a young boy into a powerful man.  To speak to him, guide him 
through what can be an arduous road.  Help him go after dreams.  Help create vision and most of all, to just 
share life.   òSons of the Fatheró is a program that invites fathers and their teenage sons to work through these, 
and other important issues.   The retreat is being held in Brisbane between 4 and 6 June 2010.   Enquiries:  Gavin 
0411 619 195, Robert 0412 745 734, Peter 0409 479 373 or  Des 0433 683 135  
Register now as numbers are strictly limited!!  

Mary MacKillopõs Canonisation Pilgrimage 

The Archdiocese of Brisbane are organizing a 12 day Pilgrimage Departing Saturday, 9th October.   

The Pilgrimage will be accompanied by Archbishop John Bathersby.  

If you are interested in finding out more about it collect a brochure from the back table of the church.  

Worldwide Marriage Encounter  

A weekend for married couples.  Take time out of your busy schedule, to invest in your most precious asset 

é.Your Marriage!  This is a unique opportunity to recharge your relationship batteries, refocus on each other and 

fall in love all over again!  The weekend will be held on the 4th/5th June at Mercy Place, Bardon, Qld.   

For bookings/details contact:  3352 3328 Terry & Rhonda Boyle: boyletj@powerup.com.au . 

For further info visit www.wwme.org.au  

 

Around the Archdiocese  

St Thomas More's Parish , Toowoomba, is celebrating its Golden Jubilee (1960 -2010) with a Jubilee Mass at 

10am on 20th June, 2010 , followed by a BBQ, fete stalls,  and  entertainment for all ages.  Jubilee  

Memorabilia on sale.   Everyone welcome especially former parishoners.     

Musical Morning Tea  

Australian Church Women are having a 'Musical Morning Tea' featuring The Brothers James Singers on  

Thursday, 17th June at 10am at Bayside Uniting Church, 420 Wondall Rd.   Manly West.   Admission is $8 and 

everyone is welcome!   

Easter Candle  
ôAt Easter, the Paschal/Easter Candle was lit during the Service of 

Light. The fifty days of the Easter season end on Pentecost Sunday. 

The Easter Candle is now given a place of honour near the Baptismal 

font or on the Sanctuary. It is used during every celebration of  

Baptism from now until next Easter. During the Baptism ceremony, the 

Baptism candle is lit from the Easter Candle and the priest prays the 

prayer ð òReceive the light of Christó.õ 

From the Catholic Enquiry Centre   

http://www.catholicenquiry.com  

mailto:markl@menalive.org.au

