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St. Ritaôs Catholic Parish 
Incorporating the areas of Victoria Point, Thornlands south, Redland Bay,  

Mount Cotton, Coochiemudlo Island and the Southern Bay Islands  

37-39 Benfer Road,  Victoria Point Q. 4165    

Parish Priest:  Fr. Leo Burke  

Pastoral Assistant:  Elaine Strati 

Office/ Presbytery:  

Ph:  07-3207 9177   Fax: 073207 9689 

Email: victoriapoint@bne.catholic.net.au 

Website: www.stritasparish.org 

 

Parish Secretaries:   Beverley Van Schie 

   Patricia Watson 

Parish Office Hours:  

 MonñThurs 9.00am- 3.30pm     

School Principal: Anne McKenny 

Ph: 3207 6628 Fax: 3207 6734 

 

Fif th Sunday of  Lent - Year C  

Please Pray for : 

Our Sick : Peg Jamieson, Roisin Wohlsen, Therese Thomas, Robyn Holmes, Maria & Marko Volarevich, Rita 

Peck, Neil Leone, Kaleb Love,  Brodie McGovern, Noreen Owens, Siobhan Wilson, David Ayre, Fr Bill McCarthy 

(Indooroopilly), James Rieley (Pat Quennellõs Father), Mary Robertson, Molly Daniel, Annie Weston, Elly Lendering, Rita 

Weston, Ron Ghidella, Daphne Dale, Debbie Stone (Tracy Kubinekõs sister), Gay Ring, Joan Lennon, Ian Scullion. 

 

Recently Deceased:  Philomena Connolly,  Fr Peter Van de LeurñCairns Diocese  

 

Second Collection & Donations last week:  $2 427.85 Envelopes, Loose, Direct Debits, Credit Cards) 

Next Sundayôs readings: Passion (Palm) Sunday - Isaiah 50:4-7;  Philippians 2:6ñ11;  Luke 23:1 - 49 

Christõs Way 

 

Before the advent of television a trip to the local cinema for the Saturday  

matinee was the highlight of a childõs week.  Most of the films on view were 

American movies, òWesternsó, that told simple stories of ògood guysó and 

òbad guysó, of cowboys and Indians.  A typical storyline would tell how a 

peaceful wagon train was making its way across the prairie, when suddenly the 

travellers would find themselves under attack.  It would look very bleak for the 

travellers, as they turned their wagons into a tight circle to defend themselves.  

Arrows would fly, shots were fired, but the situation looked hopeless ..Until 

the sound of a bugle announced the arrival of the US cavalry.  At that point a 

huge roar would go up in the cinema, and all the children in their seats would 

cheer wildly at the sight of the bluecoats, riding to the rescue.  There is nothing 

that so satisfies the human heart as the sight of what we perceive as justice 

being done. 

Such is the feeling we get when we read todayõs story of Jesus in the Temple 

and the woman taken in adultery.  Like those people in the wagon train, Jesus 

finds himself surrounded by enemies, all intent on destroying him.  The trap 

they have laid for him is strong.  Will he uphold the law and have the woman 

stoned?  Will he let the woman go and show his disrespect for the law?  There 

seems no way out for Jesus.  He is caught both ways.  And then,  

suddenly, the trap is sprung, the tables are turned and, by a brilliant reply,  

Jesus is free. 

What is more, justice is done for the woman, caught up in the trap, and more importantly, justice is done to the heartless gang 

who sought to entrap Jesus in the first place.  This story warms the human heart.  We smile with happiness at the sight of the 

triumph of goodness. 

Todayõs Gospel asks us to examine our own lives.  Are we people who happily throw stones at other people?  Do we regard 

ourselves as righteous, and others as rubbish?  Do we deal in oppression?  Do we demand that others dance to our tune?  Or 

can we tolerate difference?  Can we cope with othersõ failings?  Can we deal fairly and patiently with one another? 

The work of salvation asks us to be gentle people, to be patient with others, and to strive always and everywhere for justice 

and peace.  This will involve suffering on our part.  But this is a price worth paying.  It is part of the mystery of knowing 

Christ Jesus, and as St Paul discovered for himself, there is nothing that can outweigh the supreme advantage of knowing the 

carpenter of Nazareth. 

 

Source: The Living Word, C2 2010 

 



PARISH NEWS  

Welcome to the Family  

A warm welcome into our Catholic Community to Anthony Caruana the son of Mark and Xiao Xiao 

and to Riley Craig the son of Simon and Kaylene who were both baptised last weekend.  We wish  

Anthony and Riley and their families many blessings as they continue their faith journey.  

     Congratulations!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Benediction and Stations of the Cross:  

Benediction and Stations of the Cross will be held weekly on Friday evenings from 7.30pm in the 

Church.  Fr Leo will be available for the first rite of reconciliation thereafter.  

Tablecloths needed  

Do you have any spare blue or white tablecloths or sheets you no longer require?  Pregnancy Crisis Incorporated 

Support group would be most grateful to receive them.  Please place your donation in the box provided at the 

back of the church.  Thank you for your support.   

2010 St Ritaõs Community FeteñSunday, 31st May  

An opportunity exists for you to become more involved in this great community event!  We require Convenors 

for the following fete stalls.  This is a great opportunity for new families to make  new friends and have some 

fun.  New Convenors are need for:  

Hot dog & Hot Chips..   

2nd hand books 

Trash n treasure  
Preloved clothing  
 

Key responsibilities are...  

Arranging a helperõs roster for the day (you will be allocated classes from the school to assist). 

Supervising stall set up on Saturday, 29 th May 

Sorting and storage of donated goods.  

Ensure smooth running of the stall Fete day Sunday, 30 th  May. 

Having Fun. 

You will receive plenty of help from previous Convenors as well as the Fete Organising committee, who will take 

care of all outsourcing and administration. Assistance will also be provided from the Students and parents of 

school class/es as required.  

Without a Convenor these stalls will not be included in the event.  

Please call Darren Smallwood for more information -0457 092150.  

Deadline for Notices to be included in the Parish Newsletter  

All notices to be included in the weekend Parish Newsletter need to be received by the Parish Office no later 

than midday on the Wednesday prior to the weekend.  This is to enable the newsletter to be printed Thursday 

so it is ready for folding, collation and distribution on Friday mornings.  

Harmony Day -  21 March  
The International Day for the Elimination of Racial Discrimination is observed annually on 21 March. On that 

day, in 1960, police opened fire and killed 69 people during a peaceful demonstration against apartheid in  

Sharpeville, South Africa.  Proclaiming the Day in 1966, the General Assembly of the United Nations called on 

the international community to redouble its efforts to eliminate all forms of racial discrimination and to  

promote community harmony.  

Harmony Day is managed by the Federal Department of Immigration and Citizenship (DIAC) and celebrates the 

cohesive and inclusive nature of our nation and promotes the benefits of cultural diversity. The theme of Har-

mony Day is Everyone Belongs. It is about dealing with cultural, racial and religious intolerance and encouraging 

respect, fairness and a sense of belonging for everyone.  

http://images.google.com.au/imgres?imgurl=http://www.silk.net/RelEd/clipart/stations.gif&imgrefurl=http://www.silk.net/RelEd/ezinelstations2.htm&h=358&w=316&sz=6&hl=en&start=16&tbnid=4nvv9Y9WXbveYM:&tbnh=121&tbnw=107&prev=/images%3Fq%3DStations%2Bof%2Bth


 

PARISH NEWS  

Project Compassion 2010  
Donations for the fourth week of Lent amounted to $348.30, bringing this year's total up to $1 435.15.   

25 envelopes were received which is slightly down from last week.  A very big thank you to all contributors.  

This week's story about Teresa in El Salvador highlights one of the major scourges of our time - HIV/AIDS. 

This is the subject of the sixth Millennium Development Goal: Combat HIV/AIDS, malaria, and other diseases.   

Although we read about it regularly in the press, it is hard for us in Australia to grasp the full horror and  

devastating effect that HIV/AIDS has on affected communities.   Practical help to affected people is probably 

beyond the capability of most of us but we can show our compassion and love of our neighbour by supporting 

programs such as those promoted by Caritas in El Salvador.   Your contributions to Project Compassion 2010 are 

a vital link in this support.   Envelopes and money boxes should still be available at the back of the church but if 

you have any difficulty, feel free to simply put your offering in an envelope marked "Project Compassion" and 

add your name and address if you would like a tax receipt.  

Fifth Sunday of Lent  
Isaiah 43:16 -21; Philippians 3:8-14; John 8:1-11; 

Through the lenses of the exodus experience Isaiah shows us God who has 

a plan and knows the need to make things new, forgetting failures of the 

past. 

òDeliver us, O Lord, from our bondage.ó There are so many people in our 

world seeking release from the bondage of political oppression, material 

poverty and discrimination. Hearing the cry of the people we respond.  

Our hearts must be captured so we serve not only our church and local 

community but where need and deprivation is experienced. òI want only the 

perfection that comes through faith in Christ, and from God and based on 

faith.ó If we are to be like Christ, we need to open our eyes to the needy 

and be ready to meet the need. The compassionate Jesus in the Gospel 

accepts the woman caught in the act of adultery. This account calls us to 

be faithful in our following of Jesus not to condemn others, but to show 

understanding and   forgiveness.  

This weekõs Project Compassion story features Teresa from El Salvador, 

who is part of the Caritas Australia supported CONTRASIDA program, an 

HIV/AIDS program providing preventative education and support. In a 

place where discrimination against people with HIV/AIDS is a common experience, Teresa receives practical 

and personal support.  

Pope John Paul II said of HIV/AIDS, òOnly a response that takes into account both the medical aspects of the 

illness, as well as the human, cultural, ethical, and religious dimensions of life, can offer complete solidarity to 

its victims and raise the hope that the epidemic can be controlled and turned back.ó Godõs plan is for all to be 

free of bondage of oppression and discrimination. Our response to the needs of Teresaõs community helps to 

make this possible.  

The Little White Book  

Continue the Lenten endeavour after Easter to Pentecost, by setting aside 6 minutes of quiet time 

each day to read from your companion ñthe Little White Book.  These wonderful little books can be 

purchased from the back table at the cost of $5 each or if you take 10 or more ñ$4 each.  

Time for a Smile  

Young man: ôSir, Iõd like your daughter for my wife.õ 

Father: ôCanõt she get one of her own?õ 

Customer in a pet shop: ôHave you got any kittens going cheap?õ 

Shopkeeper: ôNo, sir, all our kittens go òMeowó.õ 

Man on phone:  ôHow long does it take to fly to Hong Kong?õ 

Travel Agent: ôJust a minute, sir éé..õ 

Man on phone: ôThanks very much.õ 

 



DEANERY NEWS  
 

40 Days for Life  ð pray to end abortion  
 

Did you know 46 million children are aborted worldwide every year? This Lent, you are invited to join other 

Christians in Brisbane as part of the worldwide 40 Days for Life  prayer vigil to end abortion.  

We will be holding a 24 -hour, 40 day vigil outside the abortion clinic at 8 Campbell Street, Bowen Hills from 17 

Feb 2010 to 25 Mar 2010 .  

We need people to pray outside the clinic ð do you have an hour a week over Lent to participate? For more infor-

mation, e-mail 40daysbrisbane@gmail.com  , call 07 3305 0106  (leave a message for us to call you back) or visit 

www.40daysforlife.com/brisbane .  If you canõt make it in to pray at the vigil site and be on the roster, please 

pray with us from home.  

HOLY WEEK RETREAT  
òFrom Darkness to Lightó -  Guided Retreat with Monica Brown  and Hilary Musgrave  

This Retreat will offer a reflective space and a prayerful creative environment to prepare for & celebrate the 

Easter Triduum.  As well as special liturgies for the Triduum, the retreat will offer a session each day  

of guided spiritual reflection.  
 

WHEN:        Supper 7.00 pm MONDAY, 29 MARCH to EASTER SUNDAY 9.00 am 

WHERE:  Presentation Spirituality Centre , 26 Kooralgin Street, Manly  

COST:  $600  (Non -residential participants $300, BYO Lunch)  

BOOKINGS:    Phone:  3396 3290   

Prayer 2010:  Prayer Dimensions  

Pray 2010 is a major gathering on prayer being held in Brisbane in July.  It will immerse us in a rhythm of prayer 

that: gathers us together as a praying communion, opens us to Godõs loving Word and Presence, transforms us 

through our encounter with Godõs love, grace and healing and sends us forth in mission to share Godõs love with 

others.  

Register online at:  www.pray2010.org.au before 31 March for early bird prices.  

Around the Archdiocese  

Pink Pamper Packs says THANK YOU  

On behalf of the PPP committee I wish to thank everyone for their support at our recent Annual High Tea.  We 

had 144 women attend a lovely afternoon.  We were successful in raising $2 500 which will assist us to continue 

pampering women going through difficult times in the Redlands.  We recently handed out our 200th pack and look 

forward to reaching our goal of another 100 this year.  If you would like to nominate a women to receive a pack 

please visit our website www.pinkpamperpacks.com or phone Katrina Beutel on 3286 1950.  

mailto:40daysbrisbane@gmail.com
http://www.40daysforlife.com/brisbane


A clear conscience, like a soft pillow, helps you sleep well.  

 

Around the Archdiocese  

PCI Fundraising Lunch  

The keynote speaker will be Bishop Anthony Fisher, OP  

The event will be held on Saturday, 27th March from 12noon at the Clairvaux MacKillop College 

Hall, Klumpp Rd, Upper Mt Gravatt.  Application forms are on the back table.   

For more information consult parish notice board.  

Easter Passion Play in Brisbane  
The Iona Passion Play is coming to Iona College, Wynnum West, on Good Friday April 2 nd  

at 7pm.     Group discounts available,  Tickets:      Pre-booked  $10     At the Gate   $15.  

Child (12 & under) FREE Bookings: 3333 1993  or online at  www.passionplay.org.au  

* Collect a flyer from the back table of the church for further information .  

Kairos 2010 ð young adult weekend: 9 - 11 April 2010  
Glendalough Outdoor Centre, 102 Lakewood Dr, Weyba Downs via Peregian  
Kairos is a life -transforming weekend for young Catholics aged 16 to 35ish.   Join with a hundred other young 

adults for a weekend with inspiring speakers, the emmanuelworship band, and an opportunity to uncover the 

"more" that God has for you.   ôKairosõ is a moment in time, a chance to stop and to give God the space to work in 

YOUR life.   Full information and registration online at www.eyouth.com.au or contact (07) 3217 5199.  

Joshua Prayer Groups and Ministries 
CCR Brisbane 

 

 

 
 

Set Free Lenten Reflections  
Come and experience the healing power of Godõs Love through two gifted women of God, Diana Mascarenhas is 

and Maria Vadia is.  Be set free to live, love and be healed.  To be held on Wednesday, 24th March at  

St Bernardõs Church, 4 Klumpp Rd, Upper Mt Gravatt from 7.15pm.   

For further information consult the parish notice board or call Audrey on 3715 6053.  

Beginning Experience Team   

Beginning Experience Team is holding its next weekend from Friday evening 9th to Sunday afternoon 11th 

April  at QCCC Brookfield.  The weekend offers widowed, separated and divorced people who have moved through 

the initial shock phase of grief to work through their pain and move into the future with renewed hope.  It is a 

live in weekend with meals and accommodation provided.  Enquiries: Lyn 3480 5337, Peter 3209 2180,  

Lorraine 5441 7326, Anne 3374 1045, Barbara 5463 4634 or visit www.brisbanebe.org.au 

Archbishop John Bathersby  invites you to the annual CHRISM MASS on Thursday, 25th March  

commencing at 7.30pm at the Cathedral of Saint Stephen.  A Celebration for the entire Archdiocese.  All 

LEAVEN HOUR  

Friday 26 March 2010  

Leaven Hour = Eucharist + Eucharistic Adoration 5:10pm -6:30pm at St Stephen's Chapel, Elizabeth Str, Bne.  

Leaven Hour, sponsored by a number of youth organisations across Brisbane, is an opportunity for young adults 

to gather with prayer, song, Scripture and silence (generally on the fourth Friday of each month).  For  

information, contact Mark Lysaght on 1300 133 544 or visit www.catholicpriesthood.com  

Auslan Interpreted worship    

Central Deanery is providing Auslan interpreters for members of the deaf community at the Good Friday liturgy 

at 3pm and at 10am Mass on Easter Sunday at the Cathedral of St Stephen, 249 Elizabeth Street, Brisbane.  All 

Catholic members of the deaf community are welcome.  

http://www.passionplay.org.au/
http://www.eyouth.com.au/
www.catholicpriesthood.com


Around the Archdiocese  
 

The Cathedral of St Stephen, Volunteer Guides & Welcome Desk   
Would you like to become involved in the Cathedral of St Stephen Guiding Ministry?   Our volunteer guides  

welcome visitors and show tourists and visiting school and social groups through our beautiful Cathedral.   If 

you are interested in the history, art works, and liturgical space of the Cathedral, or just interested in being a  

welcome face at the Cathedral and are able to give a few hours a month to  this important Archdiocesan  

ministry, we would love to hear from you.   Training courses will commence shortly.   For further information  

contact the Cathedral Office on 3336 9111.  

PUT YOUR FAITH INTO ACTION   

The De La Salle Brothers are offering young  men  

(20 - 35yrs) an incredible volunteer opportunity in 

the remote indigenous community of Balgo Hills in 

Western Australia. Spend 2 weeks ( 15 ð 29 May ) 

learning about the Brothers' life and work whilst 

helping young people in need. Applications close 29 

March.  

For details please visit www.delasallebrothers.com  

òSanctuaryó Womens Conference: 1- 2 May 2010  
Mt Alvernia College, 82 Cremorne Rd, Kedron  
In the midst of the busyness of our lives, careers and family, we all need a sanctuary ð for our souls, our hearts, 

and our relationships.   The Sanctuary conference is an opportunity for women of all ages and from all walks of 

life to come together to experience ôsanctuaryõ.  Keynote speakers include Selina Hasham, Shanelle Bennett, 

Becca Crouch, Kym Keady and more.   Full information and registration online at www.emmanuelcommunity.com.au 

or contact (07) 3217 5199.  

Retreat for young adults (singles) 18 ñ36 

Theme:  SOUL JOURNEY:   Walking our sacred path.  

When:  5.00pm Saturday, 10th April  to 4.00pm Sunday, 11th April  

Where:   Canossa Services, 169 Seventeen Miles Rocks Rd, Oxley.  

What to Bring:  $30 Donation and a sleeping bag  

RSVP:  Sr Rosa 3839 6003 or 0419 779 262  

The Archdiocese of Brisbane has a Pastoral Care Ministry 

for the psychiatric area.  We are looking for Volunteers to be 

trained to work within this ministry. 

 

Could this be  

your Ministry?  

 

The Catholic Psychiatric Pastoral Care Team need mature 

committed Catholics with an ability to relate pastorally to 

those who are suffering a mental illness. 

The training course is held at the Catholic Psychiatric  

Pastoral Care Centre each Wednesday from 5 May to 26 

November from 9.00am to 3.30pm.  We require a voluntary 

commitment of eight hours per week on completion of the  

course in the various ministries e.g. Day Centre, Hospitals 

and Hostels. 

Final date of applications is Friday 9th April 2010 

Please apply now in writing to: 

Fr Jim Smith 

Catholic Psychiatric Pastoral Care 

58 Morgan Street, Fortitude Valley, Qld, 4006 

 

Telephone 3252 5461 MondayñFriday 8.30amñ4.00pm  

Fax 3257 1885  Email: cppc@bne.catholic.net.au  

Multicultural Fiesta  is a gathering of young people from various cultural backgrounds.  It will be held on  

Sunday, 18th April  from 4pm til late at the Vietnamese Catholic Community Centre, 42 Lilac Street, Inala.  

The program includes free entertainment, lion dance, food stalls, rides, games, traditional performances, na-

tional costume parade, raffle, information stalls.  For more information please contact Fr Sylvester Karasiuk 

0404 085 041 or Vincent Do 0412 515 692 or email ethnicyouthministrycouncil@googlegroups.com or consult 

the parish notice board for the flyer.  

Sons of the Father  
The journey to manhood should not be taken alone!  

This is an opportunity for dads & their teenage sons 

toé 

é.Get Connected! 
When? Friday, 4th June (7.30pm) until  

  Sunday, 6th June (mid-afternoon)  

Where?  Kindilan Conference Centre  

  Cnr Days rd & German Church Rds,  

  Redland Bay 

More Info?  Gavin 0411 619 195, Robert 0412 745 734  

  Peter 0409 479 373, Des 0433 683 135.  


