
20th June 2010 

 

St. Ritaôs Catholic Parish 
Incorporating the areas of Victoria Point, Thornlands south, Redland Bay,  

Mount Cotton, Coochiemudlo Island and the Southern Bay Islands  

37-39 Benfer Road,  Victoria Point Q. 4165    

Parish Priest:  Fr. Leo Burke  
Pastoral Assistant:  Elaine Strati 
Office/ Presbytery:  
Ph:  07-3207 9177   Fax: 073207 9689 
Email: victoriapoint@bne.catholic.net.au 
Website: www.stritasparish.org 

 
Parish Secretaries:   Beverley Van Schie 
   Patricia Watson 
Parish Office Hours:  
 MonñThurs 9.00am- 3.30pm     

School Principal: Anne McKenny 
Ph: 3207 6628 Fax: 3207 6734 

Twel f th  Sunday  in  Ord i na ry  Time -  Yea r  C   

Please Pray for : 

Our Sick :  Peg Jamieson, Roisin Wohlsen, Therese Thomas, Robyn Holmes, Marko Volarevich, Rita Peck, Neil 

Leone, Kaleb Love,  Brodie McGovern, Noreen Owens, Siobhan Wilson, David Ayre, Fr Bill McCarthy (Indooroopilly), 

James Rieley (Pat Quennellõs Father), Mary Robertson, Molly Daniel, Annie Weston, Elly Lendering, Rita Weston, Ron 

Ghidella, Debbie Stone (Tracy Kubinekõs sister), Gay Ring, Joan Lennon, Ian Scullion. 

Recently Deceased:   Kevin Jones. 

 

Second Collection & Donations last week:  $ 2714.95.75 Envelopes, Loose, Direct Debits, Credit Cards) 

Next Sundayõs readings: Thirteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time - Kings  19: 16, 19ð 21;  Galatians 5:1, 13ñ18;  Luke 9: 51 ð 62. 

  

 

 

 

Saturday Evening  

Candidates  
 

Tiarnay Callil  

Erin Conway  

Lachlan Greer  

Lachlan Hardman  

Patrice Lorimer  

Jared Marot  

Ronan McGrath  

Samantha Micallef  

Lily Smith  

Bailey Stewart  

Cooper Sullivan  

Steven Surridge  

AshlynTobin  

Claudia Villari  

Noah Whelan  

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday Morning  

Candidates  
 

Montana Arnold  

Jordan Beasley  

Mitchell Beutel  

Cassie Blewitt  

Luke Blewitt  

Emma Cutler  

Isaac Element  

Tane Fannin  

Nicholas Green  

Alyssa Heinemann  

Daniel McKenna  

Samantha McMahon  

Kayla Perrone  

Alesia Ring  

Brooke Smith  

Melissa Wain  

Jack Wintour  

Luke Wintour  

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Congratulations to the youth of 
our faith community who have 
received the Sacraments of 

Eucharist & Confirmation 
this weekend 



 
PARISH NEWS  

Sacramental Programme 2010  

We have 34 children receiving the Sacraments of Confirmation and First Eucharist next weekend.   We have 

rehearsals on Tuesday, 22 nd June.  Times are listed below.    

Can families arrive about 5.45pm for the first session so we can start on time, as there is a lot to get 

through.    If there are any problems please contact the parish office.  
 

6.00pm for  children receiving at 6pm Sat 26 th  June   

7.30pm for children receiving at 9am Sun 27 th  June 

Please keep these children in your prayers as they receive the sacraments.   

Rosies & BABI Appeal 2010  

This weekend the Rosies & BABI Appeal will conclude.  Please place your donations of Tea, Coffee, Sugar, 

Milo, Cuppa Soup, Breakfast Cereal and Cereal Bars in the labeled box at the back of the Church.   

CLERGY FOUNDATION APPEAL  

FROM ORDINATION TO RETIREMENT  

òAs the Year of the Priest closes..éshow them we care!ó 
 

THE ANNUAL  CLERGY FOUNDATION  APPEAL  

TO ASSIST  SUPPORT OUR SICK & RETIRED PRIESTS  

IS  BEING  CONDUCTED THIS  WEEKEND IN  OUR PARISH .  
 

Please give generously to assist the Foundation  

in providing care for those who have given much to us  

and now rely on us. 
 

All donations over two dollars are tax deductible.  

Emmaus Youth Group ð We Need Help  

The Emmaus Youth Group has been running for several years here at St Ritaõs.  

It caters for children from ages 8 to 14.  

It is usually held on the 1 st  Friday of the month during term time.  The dates for the rest of the year are 6 th  

August, 3 rd  September, and 5 th  November. We need help to keep it going.   Lisa Sticher has volunteered to run 

it this year but she canõt do it on her own.  If you can commit time on these nights to help Lisa out please  

contact the Parish office or Lisa directly.  

We need parents and older teenagers who can give of their time and talents for one night or all three nights.    

Redland Bayside Deanery Presents òHomelessnessó 
It's hard to imagine living on the streets, where a piece of cardboard could be your pillow, your bed, your roof, 

your home. 

Every night across Australia, more than 100,000 people are homeless, of these approximately 14,000 sleep rough. 

Every day, two out of three people who look for crisis accommodation are turned away; there are ôno vacanciesõ. 

Many end up on the street or living in inadequate single rooms, caravans, squats, cars, refuges, or sleeping on 

friends' couches. Vast numbers of our fellow Australians live in these dangerous and miserable conditions.  

You are invited to come along and hear more of this crisis in modern -day Australia when the following speakers 

will address this serious issue afflicting our society:.  

Fr. Wally Dethlefs, Project Officer - Marginalised Students, Brisbane Catholic Education  

Mr Wal Ogle, State Manager - Housing St Vincent de Paul Society  

Mrs Di Fletcher, CEO, Bayside Adolescent Boarding Inc (BABI)  
 

When:   Monday 28th June at 7:30pm  

Where:    St Ritaõs Catholic Church, 37 Benfer Rd., Victoria Point 

Contact:  Deacon Mike Jones,   3820 0109   or Parish Office 3207 9177  

Cost:    Donation at the door and/or one or more of the following items:  
  Tea, Coffee, Milo, Cuppa -Soup, Sugar, Breakfast Bars or Cereal  

  In support of the Deanery Appeal on behalf of Rosies & BABI.  

Extensions to St Ritaõs Primary School 

Extensions to St Ritaõs Primary School will  

commence on Monday, 21st June.   During the 

period of work certain sections of the school will 

be partitioned off.   

The project is scheduled 

to be completed by mid 

January 2011. 



New Parishioners  

If youõre moving in!  Welcome!!   

Please put your name in the Newcomers Book and 

collect a New Parishioners pack which all can be 

found  on the back table of the Church.   

Weõll be in touch soon!  

Welcome to the Family  

A warm welcome into our Catholic Community to Anahliese Browning the daughter of Andrew and 

Kirrilee who was baptised last weekend.  We wish Anahliese and her family many blessings as they 

continue their faith journey.      Congratulations!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Is your credit card expiry date coming up soon?  

If the answer is yes, and you are a valued member of our 

Planned/Thanksgiving program, please notify the parish 

office of your new credit card details as soon as  

possible.   

Your con tr ibu tions are great ly  

appreciated, and are a very necessary  

element in enabling the parish to fulfill its 

vision & mission. 

Refugee Week 20 to 26 June  

The theme chosen for this year's refugee week is "Freedom from fear",   The quest for freedom from fear is 

at the heart of a refugee's flight from danger.  Perhaps we could do well to think of the fear that would have 

been in the hearts of Mary and Joseph when they were forced to flee as refugees to Egypt.   The plight of 

refugees and especially asylum seekers (essentially the same thing) is surely one of 

the most politicised issues in Australia today.    We are distracted by the politics 

from the reality of the issue and the desperate need of the people involved.   We are 

also distracted from our duty as Christians to love our neighbour and to share our 

good fortune with those less well -off. The Refugee Council of Australia have a most 
informative website and we urge you to visit www.refugeeweek.org.au  and then go 

to the Resources page.    An excellent article is  "Myths and facts about refugees 

and asylum seekers" .  A number of copies of this are available on the back table or 

you could ask the parish office for a copy.  

 

St Ritaõs Parish ð Junior Choir  
Calling all young singers and musicians.  The first rehearsal for the Junior Parish will be in the 

church on Thursday, 15 th  July  from 3.30pm to 4.30pm.   Come along and find out all about it.   Thank 

you to Jill Cox, mum to Kayla (5) and Kathleen Smith, mum to Lily (5) and Myra (2) at St Ritaõs school 

for this wonderful initiative.   If you have any questions you can talk to them or contact Elaine at the 

Parish office.   This is not just for school families but for all Parish children and young adults 8 years and above.  

PARISH NEWS  

A bequest to your parish can be a way of making a substantial gift that was not previously possible.  

Generation Next Seminar  about parenting teens and pre -teens is to be held at   Victoria Point State High 

School on Sunday 20th June from 12.30 - 5.30pm.  Parents will walk away from this seminar knowing more 

than  before about how to manage and deal with some of the big issues that come up in parenting children from 

11 to 17.  If your child has weight issues  or is starting high school  next year, this seminar is for you.  If you 

worry about how to recognise and deal with the signs  of depression , this is for you. If you are concerned about 

mobile phone usage  and the internet , this seminar is for you. If you aren't sure how to deal with the 

party/alcohol  question or bullying , then this seminar is for you. Tickets are on sale at the door for $45 .  

This is not a profit making seminar. The speakers are all experts in their field and what they have to say is 

really relevant to us now.  

Planned Giving Envelopes 

New packs of planned giving envelopes for the Year July 2010 to July 2011 will be available on 

the back table of the church from next weekend.  You are encouraged to collect your new pack 

of envelopes as soon as you are able.   

Please note, that some planned giving numbers have changed from previous years.   

If your number has changed, you will receive a note of the change in your envelope pack.  

http://www.refugeeweek.org.au


To know lifeõs purpose, we must know lifeõs Creator. 

DEANERY NEWS  

Antioch Weekend for All Youth  
 

Itõs that time of the year again when the Antioch Youth Group is calling on all local youth 

to join us for a weekend.  Antioch is a Catholic group for young people aged between 15 

(year 10) to their early 20õs.  Members come from all parts of the Redland/Bayside  

Deanery and we have weekly meetings at Mary MacKillop Church, Birkdale.  
 

The upcoming weekend will be full of activities, music and speakers, focusing on our Christian faith.  

Come along for a great time where you get to discuss your spirituality, make a bunch of friends and 

have a fantastically fun -filled time!!  
 

The weekend will be held at Mt Tamborine, starting at 7pm on Friday 2 nd July and concluding Sunday 

evening 4th July.  Bus transport will be provided, leaving from Mary MacKillop Church Birkdale at 5pm 

Friday and returning to the church on Sunday evening.  Cost $60 includes transport, accommodation and 

all meals. 
 

For more information or to register, phone one of the parent helpers ð 

Bob & Kerry Horvath 32078347       Jason & Shelly Whitby 38223861  

 

SANTA TERESA SPIRITUALITY CENTRE  

Bookings: Patrick Cremin on 3286 4011 or santateresa@bne.catholic.net.au  

Retreat  Date  Time Director  Cost Register 

by 

Women Mystics  Sat, 3rd July  9amñ4pm Dr Donna Orsuto  $70  5 Jul  

Encountering Jesus for the 

1st, 2nd & 3rd time  

Thurs, 22nd Jul  9amñ4pm Fr John Reilly  $60  13 Jul  

Jesus Communion Mission 27 Jun ñ 4 Jul  2, 4 or 6 days  Fr Chris Gleeson sj  $60  13 Jul  

GIFTS from the SEA  
A Day Retreat  to be guided by Penny Carroll and Gwen Winterscheidt.   

If you are a grandmother, mother, married or single, divorced, separated or widowed, take time out for  
yourself to nurture your spirit through meditation, massage and reflection.  The retreat  will explore the 

many riches contained within us, and give us the opportunity to encounter Jesus in the midst of our daily life.  
WHEN:  9.00 am ð 3.30 pm  SATURDAY 17 JULY  

WHERE:  Presentation Spirituality Centre, 26 Kooralgin Street, Manly  

COST:  $10 (Includes Morning and Afternoon Tea, BYO Lunch)  

BOOKINGS:  Phone:  3396 3290  RSVP by 9 JULY  
 

ART at the BAY  
Art has such a wonderful way of calling forth what is touching us in life.  Come along for a cuppa and a  

gentle morning of art through the creative expression of a mandella,  to be guided by  Zoe Fitzpatrick pbvm.  
 

WHEN:  9.00 am ð 3.30 pm  SATURDAY 31 JULY  

WHERE:  Presentation Spirituality Centre, 26 Kooralgin Street, Manly  

COST:  $20 (Includes Morning Tea and art materials)  

BOOKINGS:  Phone:  3396 3290  RSVP by 24 JULY  



Around the Archdiocese  
 

Brisbane Catholic Bushwalking Club  
Winter is the best time for bushwalking - Cooler & not so wet! Want to do something new? Need  

exercise? Want to see your countryside? Want to meet friends? Then come BUSHWALKING with the 

Brisbane Catholic Bushwalking Club.   Visit www.bcbc.bwq.org.au, or phone Greg on 3351 4092. We have 

walks in all areas, for all people, of all ages, from beginner to experienced.  

Spaces are available in the next Children First Program  

for children adjusting to life after separation.  
 

The school holiday program will run on the mornings of the 5th - 9th July from 

9.30am to 11.30am at the Centacare Catholic Family and Community Services, 58 Morgan Street, 

Fortitude Valley, Qld.  
 

Children First is : 

A program for children aged 5 ð 15 years who are adjusting to family life after the separation or divorce 

of their parents.  

An educative peer support group program   that   is  designed  to   help  children come to a better  

understanding of the divorce or separation of their parents, and also to help them adjust and adapt to 

the significant changes in their family life.  
 

The contact details for Centacare Catholic Family and Community Services are Ph: 3252 4371, fax: 3854 1246, 

email: cfcs@centacarebrisbane.net.au  or visit www.centacarebrisbane.net.au .  If you're interested please get 

your registration form in as soon as possible.  

There are registration forms are available on the back table of the church.  

Retreat for young adults (singles) 18 - 36 
A retreat entitled òSOUL JOURNEY: Uncluttering our life ó will be conducted on the weekend of 26 th/  27 th  

June  from 5pm Saturday to 4pm Sunday at Canossa Services, 169 Seventeen Miles Rocks Rd, Oxley.   

Bring your sleeping bag and a $30 donation.  RSVP to Sr. Rosa 38396003 / 0419779262  

 

Confronting Racism in Communities Report  

You are invited to the launch of this report by Rev Frank Brennan SJ AO on Tuesday, 29th June from 

9.30amñ10.30am at MacKillop Place, 61 Fernberg Rd, Paddinton.  Light refreshments and cultural entertainment 

to follow.  RSVP by Wed, 23rd June to Percy Lawrence on 3109 6810 or cmpc@bne.catholic.net.au  

LEAVEN HOUR  

Friday 25th June 2010  

Leaven Hour = Eucharist + Eucharistic Adoration 5:10pm -6:30pm at St Stephen's Chapel, Elizabeth St, Brisbane  

Leaven Hour, sponsored by a number of youth organisations across Brisbane, is an opportunity for young adults 

to gather with prayer, song, Scripture and silence (generally on the fourth Friday of each month).  

For information, contact Mark Lysaght on 1300 133 544 or visit www.catholicpriesthood.com  

Please visit www.pray2010.org.au/prayer  to become a Prayer Supporter and/or leave a Prayer Intention.  
 

Prayer Supporters   

You are invited to add your heart and voice to this chorus of prayer, so that the fruits of Pray 2010 will flow 

into the ongoing life and mission of our local Church communities. Those attending Pray 2010 can contribute to 

this by taking some time to pray for a period of time in the onsite prayer room . If you are unable to attend 

Pray 2010 yet are open to become an offsite prayer supporter you are invited to register and commit to pray 

wherever you might be at times convenient to you.  
 

Prayer Intentions   

You are invited to identify Prayer Intentions for which you seek prayer. A list of these 

Prayer Intentions will be displayed on the wall of the onsite prayer room at Pray 2010 as 

well as on this website. Please visit the Pray2010 website and list your prayer intentions 

(20 word maximum).  

http://www.bcbc.bwq.org.au/
www.catholicpriesthood.com
http://www.pray2010.org.au/prayer


Reflection:  òAnyone who loses his life for my sake will save itó 

 

Pierre Claverie was born in Algeria in 1938.  He grew up in a loving family of pieds noirs, French people who had settled in Algeria.  

He lived in a òcolonial bubbleó completely cut off from the majority Arab population.  As a young man he was called to the priesthood 

and joined the Dominicans in France.  Despite the political upheavals, he wanted to return and serve in Algeria.  He steeped himself 

in the Arab culture, learning the language and living close to the people.  He wanted to bear witness to Christõs call to reconciliation 

between races. 

In 1981, Pierre Claverie was made Bishop of Oran.  Christians in the region were few in number and surrounded by a dominant  

Muslim population.  As Muslim fundamentalists became more powerful, Christians were threatened and several members of religious 

orders were assassinated.  Pierre became increasingly aware of the danger he was in, but in this situation he also deepened his under-

standing of the cross.  He did not leave but stayed to bear witness to the love of Jesus and his promise of life.  In 1996 he and his Mus-

lim driver were blown up by a terrorist bomb. 

Jesus had begun his ministry by announcing the kingdom of God.  He called disciples to follow him and then revealed to them, by his 

miracles, his exorcisms and his teaching, what Godõs rule meant.  He had aroused opposition in Nazareth early on when he said that 

God was as much concerned about saving Gentiles as Jews.  The disciples had discounted this and were dazzled by his powers. 

In todayõs Gospel, Jesus questions his disciples about his true identity; and so, having heard what the crowds say about him, he asks 

them who they  think he is.  Peter speaks up with the correct answer: Jesus is the Christ, the Messiah.  But Jesus needs to qualify this 

answer by adding a truth which the disciples will not welcome.  They shared the popular expectation of a Messiah who would bring 

Israel salvation by defeating their enemies by force.  But are power and violence the answer?  Jesus had already put behind him that 

satanic temptation in the desert. 

Jesus now tells them that he will be a Messiah who will certainly give life through being raised after three days.  But that lif e will 

come through suffering, rejection by the authorities and the shame of the cross.  Jesus says this not because he likes suffering but  

because unless he tackles the root cause of sin, he cannot bring about a genuine salvation.  He has to reject the spiral of violence which 

is part of the Jewish nationalist dream for liberation.  What he offers in its place is a self-giving love, a sacrificial love that has the 

power to touch those who gaze upon the cross with the eyes of faith.  It is a love that, through the power of the resurrection, can unite 

and not divide.  Jesus knows his death is inevitable but now he needs to tell his disciples that they must follow on the same pathñonly 

by risking their life for his sake will they gain it.   

Like the disciples, we get used to Jesusõ company.  We too are dazzled by his miracles and his 

teaching.  We are used to seeing the cross as a decoration on the church wall or as a piece of 

jewellery.  We have heard his words about the cross many times before.  But letõs today try to 

hear those words anew, as if we were hearing them for the first time.  Is what he says true?  

Must we risk our life in order to gain it?  Canõt we just carry on the same old way, where our 

religion does not really make many demands on us but gives us comfort?  Surely we can save 

our life but not lose it? 

At some stage each one of us will be called to live out the promises of our baptism, which call us 

to die with Christ in order to live with him.  It may not be as dramatic a choice as was faced by 

Bishop Pierre Claverie, of life or death, but it may involve a choice against racism,  

status-seeking, the worship of money; or it may mean making the hard decision to follow the 

moral and social teaching of the Church when the society around us may ridicule us for it.   

Then we can make the choice for ourselves:  Do we really believe in Christõs words, the losing 

our life for his sake will bring us true life? 

 

Source: The Living Word, C3 2010 

Mary MacKillopõs Canonisation Pilgrimage 

The Archdiocese of Brisbane are organizing a 12 day Pilgrimage Departing Saturday, 9th October.   

The Pilgrimage will be accompanied by Archbishop John Bathersby.  

If you are interested in finding out more about it collect a brochure from the back table of the church.  

Time for a smile  

An old woman went to her doctor, complaining of pain.  

ôWhere are you hurting?  Asked the doctor. 

ôI hurt all over,õ said the woman. 

ôWhat do you mean, òall overõ.  Please be more specific.õ 

The woman touched her knee and yelled ôOw, that 

hurts!õ 

Then she touched her cheek, ôOuch! That hurts, too!õ 

Then she touched her earlobe, ôOw, even that hurts!õ 

Doctor: ôMadam, you have a broken finger!õ 


