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St. Ritaôs Catholic Parish 
Incorporating the areas of Victoria Point, Thornlands south, Redland Bay,  

Mount Cotton, Coochiemudlo Island and the Southern Bay Islands  

37-39 Benfer Road,  Victoria Point Q. 4165    

Parish Priest:  Fr. Leo Burke  

Pastoral Assistant:  Elaine Strati 

Office/ Presbytery:  

Ph:  07-3207 9177   Fax: 073207 9689 

Email: victoriapoint@bne.catholic.net.au 

Website: www.stritasparish.org 

 

Parish Secretaries:   Beverley Van Schie 

   Patricia Watson 

Parish Office Hours:  

 MonñThurs 9.00am- 3.30pm     

School Principal: Anne McKenny 

Ph: 3207 6628 Fax: 3207 6734 

 

Th i rd  Sunday  o f  Eas te r  -  Year  C   

Please Pray for : 

Our Sick :  Peg Jamieson, Roisin Wohlsen, Therese Thomas, Robyn Holmes, Marko Volarevich, Rita Peck, Neil 

Leone, Kaleb Love,  Brodie McGovern, Noreen Owens, Siobhan Wilson, David Ayre, Fr Bill McCarthy (Indooroopilly), 

James Rieley (Pat Quennellõs Father), Mary Robertson, Molly Daniel, Annie Weston, Elly Lendering, Rita Weston, Ron 

Ghidella, Daphne Dale, Debbie Stone (Tracy Kubinekõs sister), Gay Ring, Joan Lennon, Ian Scullion. 

Anniversary:  Kathleen Bierton (Lynne Bushõs Mother)  

 

Second Collection & Donations last week:  $ 2 779.20 Envelopes, Loose, Direct Debits, Credit Cards) 

Next Sundayõs readings: Fourth Sunday of Easter - Acts 13: 14, 43 ð52;  Revelation 7:9, 14ñ17;  John 10: 27 - 30 

The second calling 

Once upon a time there was a fire maker.  As he was making his way home one winterõs night snow was falling.  He was taking a 

shortcut across a piece of waste ground when he saw the fire.  It was hardly a fire at allñ just a bunch of smouldering logs.  Huddled 

around it, was a group of people, their threadbare rages pulled closely around them in the vain hope of warding off the biting cold.  He 

stopped, but made his stay as brief a possible.  He felt uneasy in the company of these people.  Having said a few words about t he 

value of fire, he slunk away.  Yet he had no sooner left them than he felt bad.  He thought how he might have kindled that fire if only 

he had been willing to take the time and the trouble.  But then, what if he had caught pneumonia in the process?  And most likely 

they wouldnõt appreciate his efforts. 

A little further on he came upon another group of people sitting under a roof around a blazing fire.  Noticing his famished  

appearance, they shouted, õCome in!  Come in!õ  He didn't need to be asked twice.  He stayed longer than he intended.  When he 

finally left, a chorus of voices said, õThanks for stopping by.õ 

Once home, he went straight to bed.  That night he had a dream in which the Lord appeared to him and said, õI appointed you as a 

fire-maker, but you have failed me.õ  Thatõs all the Lord said.  The fire-maker got the message at once.  He woke up and was unable to 

get back to sleep.  His mind went back to his early days as a fire-maker.  How enthusiastic he was back then.  And what a beautiful 

occupation he hadñto bring warmth into the lives of cold people.  But back then he had no idea of the hard sacrifices his calling 

would demand of him.  Nor had he given much thought to how messy fire-making could be, and how unresponsive and  

unappreciative people could be.  Over the years all these things were made apparent to him.  The result was that the fire of his love 

grew dim.  He grew cold in his vocation. 

But on this wretched night in which he plumbed the depths of his weakness, this night in which his selfishness had been so cruelly 

exposed, this night in which his own need for warmth had been painfully revealed to him, the spark of his vocation was kindled once 

more in his heart.  He made up his mind that the next day he would become a fire-maker all over again, and he did. 

There are two calls of Peter related in the Gospels.  The first occurred at the start of  

Jesusõ ministry.  (Mark 1:16-18).  The second occurred after the resurrection, and is related 

in todayõs Gospel.  Three years separated those two calls.  During that time a lot of 

things happened for Peter.  He had found out a lot about the man who called him, about 

the task to which he had been called, and above all about himself.  When the second call 

came, Peter was a wiser and humbler man.  Therefore, his second ôyesõ was far more  

mature and enlightened than his first ôyesõ. 

Peterõs story is one of calling, falling and re-calling.  It shows that Christõs call doesnõt 

exclude falls.  A vocation is not something one hears once and answers once.  The call 

has to be heard many times, and responded to many times.  Each day a part of the chosen 

path opens up before us, a part we have not trodden before.  As one goes on, the call gets 

deeper, and the response becomes more interior and more personal.  All vocations are 

vocations to loveñlove of the Lord, and love of the lambs and sheep of his flockñour  

brothers and sisters in the community.   

Adapted from : New Sunday & Holy Day Liturgies, Flor McCarthy, SDB  

 
óSimon Peter dragged the net ashoreô 

John 21:11  Good News Bible  

©  American Bible Society all rights reserved  



PARISH NEWS  

New Parishioners  

If youõre moving in!  Welcome!!   

Please put your name in the Newcomers Book 

and collect a New Parishioners pack which all can 

be found  on the back table of the Church.   

Weõll be in touch soon!  

Welcome to the Family  

A warm welcome into our Catholic Community to Xander Bugeja the son of Daniel and Yvette, to 

Kristian Erdmanis the son of Karl and Leanne, to Hayden Long the son of Nicholas and Veronica 

and to Melton Rounds the son of Melton and Donna who were all baptised recently.   

We wish Xander, Kristian, Hayden and Melton and their families many blessings as they continue 

their faith journey.  

     Congratulations!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Is your credit card expiry date coming up soon?  

If the answer is yes, and you are a valued  

member of our Planned/Thanksgiving program, please 

notify the parish office of your new credit card  

details as soon as possible.   

Your contributions are greatly  

appreciated, and are a very necessary 

element in enabling the parish to  

fulfill its vision & mission.    

The Little White Book  

Continue the Lenten endeavour after Easter to Pentecost, by setting aside 6 minutes of quiet time 

each day to read from your companion ñthe Little White Book.  These wonderful little books can be 

purchased from the back table at the cost of $5 each or if you take 10 or more ñ$4 each.  

Wanted:  Your small to medium glass jars  

The fete is fast approaching and we are in need of clean glass jars (small to medium) for jams and 

preserves.  So, before you toss those glass jars in the recycling bin, remember us and bring them in 

and place them in the box provided at the back door church.  Thankyou for your kindness.  

 

St Ritaõs Community Fete 

Do you have any donations of pre -loved clothing, books, kids toys, trash and treasure 

for our annual St Ritaõs Community Fete?  A bin for the fete collections will once again 

be placed by the back door of the church, however until this is erected please leave 

your contributions at the back of the church.  

Please note that no electrical items can be accepted due to safety regulations.  

 

St Ritaõs Bus Trip 

There are 10 vacant seats remaining for our bus trip to Redcliffe.  In order to make this trip viable we need to 

find 10 more passengers! So come along and join us on a pleasurable bus trip on Thursday, 22nd April . We will 

be departing from St Ritaõs at 9.00am and returning at approximately 4.00pm in the afternoon.   

Morning Tea will be provided.  For lunch you have the option of bringing your own  picnic lunch or buying fish 

and chips in Redcliffe.  The cost of this outing is $15.  A deposit of $5 is required on booking and the balance 

can be settled over the next week.  There will be designated volunteers available after this weekendõs Masses 

who will be able to assist you with your booking and payment.   

For further information contact Carol Turk on 3207 8035 or  

Eileen OõHalloran on 3207 6445. 

    We look forward to seeing you on the bus!  

2nd Hand Fridge needed  

Do you have a spare fridge you no longer need?  We are looking for a fridge for our new parish office meeting 

room.  If you could help in this regard please contact Fr Leo.  



Pro- Life Prayer and Rosary Crusade  

In the hope of preventing the legislation of abortion in Queensland, a Pro -Life and Rosary  

Crusade will be held in the Church every Thursday.  Prayers commence at 1.30pm followed by 

the Rosary.  

 

PARISH NEWS  

Project Compassion 2010 - Thank you ñThank you ñ Thank you!  

Donations received last weekend amounted to $363.45. This brings the 2010 total to an impressive $4925.45. 

This is a splendid achievement for St Rita's.   A very big thank you to all contributors. We have nearly exceeded 

our target of $4000   by twenty -five percent and there is every possibility of making $5000 with a few more 

contributions still to come in.   Receipts for those who have requested them will be available on the back table in 

church from next weekend.  

Caritas suggest that if you are wondering how you could continue make a difference in the struggle against  

poverty in your daily life then visit www.bemore.org.au and take up the challenge to BE More!  

ARCHBISHOPõS CENTACARE APPEAL 
 

Centacareõs Pastoral Ministries need your help. The Archbishopõs Centacare Appeal to provide resources so  

Centacareõs Pastoral Ministries can administer aid to those effected and marginalized in our community by 

physical illness (Hospital Chaplaincy), psychiatric illness (Catholic Psychiatric Pastoral Care), loneliness and  

isolation of seafarers (Apostleship of the Sea), imprisonment (Prison Ministry and Prison Chaplaincy), racism 

(Murri Ministry) and HIV/AIDS (Shiloh). Centacareõs Catholic Family and Community Services programs also 

assist children and adults suffering from a range of problems stemming from emotional and financial issues.  
 

Please give generously to the Archbishopõs Appeal and help Centacare continue to meet the ever increasing  
demand for their services. Thank you.  

 

Donations of $2 - or more are tax deductible ð ABN 35 020 644 975.  

AUSTRALIAN CHRISTIAN MEDITATION SOCIETY  
 

Be Still,  

And  

Know that I am God  

- Psalm 46 
 

Experience Contemplative Prayer  
 

You are invited to join a Christian Meditation Group  

meeting each Monday morning at 9.30am  

in St Ritaõs Chapel. 
 

The ancient tradition of contemplative prayer seeks God 

in silence and stillness ñbeyond word and thought.  

The weekly meeting includes a recorded talk and  

25 minutes of silent meditation.  

Christian Mediation is not new:  It is central to the  

Christian experience and is deeply rooted in  

Christian tradition.  
 

Meditation, also known as contemplative 

prayer, is the prayer of silence and listening.  

This is the aim of the Psalmist:  

ôBe still and know that I am God.õ 

If you would like to know more about the practice, phone 

Helen on 3207 6558  

Church Bells   
ôIn Australia today, we donõt often hear Church 

bells ring out as they once did in the early 

church, to call the laborers in the fields to  

worship. We do, however, often experience the 

ringing of bells within the celebration of Mass. 

This is to call our attention to the  

extraordinary event that is taking place on the 

altar. The bread and wine truly become the 

Body and Blood of Jesus Christ. 

We are called to worship, give 

thanks and to share the life and 

love of Jesus Christ with others.õ 

From the Catholic Enquiry Centre  
http://www.catholicenquiry.com  

A bequest to your parish can help continue Godõs 

work.  Make a bequest to your parish in your will.  

http://www.bemore.org.au
http://www.catholicenquiry.com


Conscience is a safe guide only when guided by God.  

DEANERY NEWS  

 

 

 

 

 

 

CRAFTY LADIES CIRCLE  -  A weekend to be guided by Cathie Stone  
Do you love crafty things?  Do you need some time and quiet space for your spirit?  This weekend will give  

you time -out to be creative and renew your spirit.   

WHEN:   7.00 pm FRIDAY 30 APRIL to 3.00 pm SUNDAY 2 MAY  

WHERE:   Presentation Spirituality Centre, 26 Kooralgin Street, Manly  

COST:   $180 (Cost for non -residential participants can be arranged)  

BOOKINGS:     Phone:  3396 3290  RSVP by 21 April ( Numbers are limited)  

Mary MacKillop ð An Australian Like Us ( Module 2)  

Maryõs father, Alexander, was often caught up in speculative ventures but his lack of 

business sense, combined with passionate idealism (including forays into politics), led to  

temporary periods of slight prosperity but ended in insolvency. Unable to support his wife 

and children, a dispirited Alexander moved away. With compassionate love for him, Mary 

wrote to her mother in 1867: ôI do feel for his lonely state.õ  In 1868, with his loving wife 

Flora at his side, Alexander died in Hamilton, Victoria.   

Provided by the Sisters of St Joseph - www.sosj.org.au.  
For further information, see   www.marymackillop.org.au and www.cathnews.com.au  

The annual Dutch April Fest 2010  

Come along to the Dutch Village at 62 Collingwood Rd, Birkdale on Sunday, 18th April to enjoy a 

taste of the Dutch culture.  There will be live entertainment, Dutch snacks, coffee and cake, a 

street organ and band music, craft and books, a huge garage sale as well as kidõs activities.   

Admission is free.  

PARISH NEWS  

World Day of Prayer for Vocations  

Next Sunday, April 25th, is the 47th ôWorld Day of Prayer for Vocationsõ to Ordained Ministry 

and Consecrated Life.  During our weekend Masses, we will pray especially for those men and 

women who have served, and are serving, Godõs people as priests, deacons, religious sisters and 

brothers, and that many more will join them.  In a special way we remember our clergy in this the 

ôYear for Priests.õ During this week, we invite you to take some time to think of someone  

(a family member, friend, or parishioner) whom God may be calling to join the next generation of priests,  

deacons, sisters and brothers.  Pray for that person during this week and at Mass next Sunday.  

Yoga is for everyone ñ Classes commencing now! 

Linda Mackin is an experienced Hatha Yoga Instructor practicing and teaching since 1980.  She will be  

conducting yoga sessions on Tuesdayõs & Fridayõs from 9.15am to 10.30am in the Parish Office Meeting Room.  

Please bring your yoga mat!  For further information contact Linda Mackin on 3207 8977 or 0418 881 353.  

Wanted:  Preloved items for the Accessories Stall  
If you have any jewellery (even broken pieces, stones missing or single earrings), 

handbags, beach bags, belts, scarves, hats or crocheted collars etc that you no longer 

use, would you donate them to our fete stall?  Childrenõs accessories would also be 

appreciated. These items may be in the bins labelled òAccessories Stalló at the back 

of the church.  If you have items youõd like collected please call me on  

3207 9496.  Thankyou, Kaye Burkett.  (Stall Convenor)  

http://www.sosj.org.au
http://www.marymackillop.org.au
http://www.cathnews.com.au

