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St. Ritaôs Catholic Parish 
Incorporating the areas of Victoria Point, Thornlands south, Redland Bay,  

Mount Cotton, Coochiemudlo Island and the Southern Bay Islands  

37-39 Benfer Road,  Victoria Point Q. 4165    

Parish Priest:  Fr. Leo Burke  

Pastoral Assistant:  Elaine Strati 

Office/ Presbytery:  

Ph:  07-3207 9177   Fax: 073207 9689 

Email: victoriapoint@bne.catholic.net.au 

Website: www.stritasparish.org 

 

Parish Secretaries:   Beverley Van Schie 

   Patricia Watson 

Parish Office Hours:  

 MonñThurs 9.00am- 3.30pm     

School Principal: Anne McKenny 

Ph: 3207 6628 Fax: 3207 6734 

 

Ascens ion  o f  the  Lo rd  -  Year  C   

Please Pray for : 

Our Sick :  Peg Jamieson, Roisin Wohlsen, Therese Thomas, Robyn Holmes, Marko Volarevich, Rita Peck, Neil 

Leone, Kaleb Love,  Brodie McGovern, Noreen Owens, Siobhan Wilson, David Ayre, Fr Bill McCarthy (Indooroopilly), 

James Rieley (Pat Quennellõs Father), Mary Robertson, Molly Daniel, Annie Weston, Elly Lendering, Rita Weston, Ron 

Ghidella, Daphne Dale, Debbie Stone (Tracy Kubinekõs sister), Gay Ring, Joan Lennon, Ian Scullion. 

 

Second Collection & Donations last week:  $ 2 453.15 Envelopes, Loose, Direct Debits, Credit Cards) 

Next Sundayõs readings: Pentecost - Acts 2: 1 ð 11;  Romans 8:8ñ17;  John 14: 15 ð 16, 23ñ26 

Presence & Absence 

O n Ascension Day Jesus withdrew his physical presence from his disciples.  But physical absence does not mean the end of 

presence.  The ascension of Jesus is his liberation from all restrictions of time and space.  It does not represent his removal 

from the earth, but his constant presence everywhere on earth. 

Physical presence isnõt everything.  In fact, it can sometimes actually get in the way of intimate communication.  Many of our 

disappointments in life are caused by the fact that seeing and touching do not always create the closeness we seek.  Two  

people can be physically close, and yet live separate, lonely lives, because there is no meeting of minds and hearts.  They are 

like shells on a shore. 

On the other hand, people can be very close to one another even though separated by thousands of miles.  For people to grow 

together there must be periods of absence as well as presence.  In absence we see each other in a new way.  We are less  

distracted by each otherõs idiosyncrasies, and better able to appreciate each otherõs true worth. 

If we are able to be fully present to our friends when we are with them, our absence too will bear fruit.  The memory of that 

presence, the warmth of it, will continue to nourish the other person.  Thus, not only our presence but also our absence  

becomes a gift. 

When we think of each other with love a spiritual bond is created between us, and we enter into a new intimacy.  For those 

who love one another there is no such place as ôfar away.õ 

Jesusõ ascension was not a journey into outer space, but a journey home.  We must not think that he has abandoned us; that he 

once lived on earth but has now gone back to where he really belongs.  If this were so, then Christianity would be no more 

than a remembrance religion.  Jesus has gone to God.  During his earthly ministry he could only be one place at a time.  But 

now that he is united with God, he is present wherever God is present; and that is everywhere. 

The first Christians understood this very well.  They knew that Jesus was still with them, 

even if not in the same way as before.  They believed he still shared their lives, and that 

death would mean being united with him in glory for ever. 

Still, we might look back with envy at the people who were fortunate enough to have seen 

the risen Lord with their own eyes.  But the Gospels show that those who were in that  

enviable position did not truly know Jesus until the Scriptures were expounded and the 

bread was broken. 

We Christians of the present day have those same means of recognising the Lordñthe 

Scriptures and the breaking of the bread.  In the matter of encountering Jesus with faith a 

past generation is not more privileged than the present one. 

Jesus was relying on the apostles, and now he relies on us, to make sure that the Gospel 

was preached and lived.  He needs us to witness to his presence in the world. 

 

Source:  New Sunday & Holy Day Liturgies.  Flor McCarthy, SDB  



New Parishioners  

If youõre moving in!  Welcome!!   

Please put your name in the Newcomers Book and 

collect a New Parishioners pack which all can be 

found  on the back table of the Church.   

Weõll be in touch soon!  

Pro- Life Prayer and Rosary Crusade  

In the hope of preventing the legislation of abortion in Queensland, a Pro -Life and Rosary  

Crusade will be held in the Church every Thursday.  Prayers commence at 1.30pm followed by 

the Rosary.  

Is your credit card expiry date coming up soon?  

If the answer is yes, and you are a valued  

member of our Planned/Thanksgiving program, please 

notify the parish office of your new credit card  

details as soon as possible.   

Your contribut ions are greatly  

appreciated, and are a very necessary  

 element in enabling the parish to  

fulfill its vision & mission.    

 

PARISH NEWS  

Your will ....A precious gift.  Remember your parish in your will.  Make a bequest.  

Yoga is for Everyone  

Calms your mind, strengthens your body.  Linda Mackin is an experienced Hatha Yoga Instructor practicing and 

teaching since 1980.  She will be conducting yoga sessions on Tuesday & Friday from 9.15am to 10.30am in the 

Parish Office Meeting Room.  Please bring your yoga mat!  For further information contact Linda Mackin on 

3207 8977 or 0418 881 353.  

A special ceremony will be conducted on the Sunday, 16 th  May at 3pm, to place a time capsule in 

the Columbarium  in memory of Louise De Vries.  Afternoon tea will be served. Everyone welcome.  

SOCIAL JUSTICE NEWS -  Fair Trade Fortnight 1 - 16 May  

Fairtrade is about better prices, decent working conditions, local sustainability, 

and fair terms of trade for farmers and workers in the developing world.   Please 

think what YOU can do to help the Fairtrade movement.   Visit the website at 

www.fta.org.au  to get ideas and find out where you can buy Fairtrade goods.  

Rosies & BABI Appeal 2010  

With winter upon us and the nights getting colder, spare a thought for those in our Redland Bayside community 

who are most at risk.  These are the ôHomelessõ in our midst.  Their bed could well be a park bench tonight.  For 

them the nights will be particularly cold.  

The Redlands Bayside Deanery needs your help in helping the homeless.  We wish to collect the following items 

from across our Parishes and Schools so as to provide both Rosies and BABI with some basic resources which 

they require to fulfill their mission:  

Tea, Coffee, Sugar, Milo, Cuppa Soup, Breakfast Cereal and Cereal Bars  

Over the weekends of 12 th /13 th  and 19 th /20 th - June please set aside some of these items and send them to 

school with your child(ren) or place them in the baskets at the back of the Church.   

Week of Prayer for Christian Unity (16th ñ23rd May)  

The Week of Prayer for Christian Unity  is celebrated each year between the Feast of the Ascension, 

(Sunday, 16 May), and the Feast of Pentecost (Sunday, 23 May).  It is a time when all Christians are invited 

to join in Jesusõ prayer to the Father òthat they may all be oneó.(John 17:20) 

A prayer leaflet is available on the back table of the church to assist you in this regard this week.  

The Brisbane Archdiocese is especially blessed in that we now have the Chapel for Unity in the Cathedral 

of St Stephen, a quiet place dedicated to prayer for Christian Unity. You are encouraged to use the prayer 

leaflet daily, either when you visit the Chapel in the Cathedral or in any other appropriate venue.  

http://www.fta.org.au


St Ritaõs Community Parish & School Fete News 
Proudly Sponsored by  Biddle Lawyers        

Mark your diaries for Sunday, 30th May 2010  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Clean Glass Jars Needed  

The fete is fast approaching and we are in need of clean glass jars (small to medium) for jams and 

preserves.  So, before you toss those glass jars in the recycling bin, remember us and bring them in 

and place them in the box provided at the back door church.  Thankyou for your kindness.  

Wanted:  Donations for the St Ritaõs Community Fete 

Do you have any donations of books, trash and treasure for our annual St Ritaõs  

Community Fete?  A bin for the fete collections will once again be placed by the back 

door of the church, however until this is erected please leave your contributions at the 

back of the church.  

Please note that no electrical items can be accepted due to safety regulations.  

Wanted:  Preloved items for the Accessories Stall  
If you have any jewellery (even broken pieces, stones missing or single earrings), 

handbags, beach bags, belts, scarves, hats or crocheted collars etc that you no 

longer use, would you donate them to our fete stall?  Childrenõs accessories would 

also be appreciated. These items may be in the bins labelled òAccessories Stalló at 

the back of the church.  If you have items youõd like collected please call me on  

3207 9496.  Thankyou, Kaye Burkett.  (Stall Convenor)  

WOW!!.......Only 2 weeks to go till the big event.  

Many Parishioners have already put their hand up to help! We need everyone to get involved!  

You can help by: 

Taking a raffle book or two after mass.  (There will be designated helpers on the raffle table will assist 

you in obtaining your raffle books.)  

Putting your name on the helpers list (on the back table) maybe just ½ hour on one stall during the day.  

Donations of Goods for Auction/Chocolate wheel.  

Set up and Pull down assistance.  

Any support will be greatly appreciated.  

Please contact Simon Egan 0438 538022 for more information  

Ticket Selling Volunteers needed!  

Calling all parishioners who are willing to help sell tickets for the Boat raffle at the  

Victoria Point Shopping Centre.  St Ritaõs School office is compiling a roster of all volunteers 

willing to help out for an hour or two.  If you are able to donate some of your time to this  

endeavour on 20, 21, 22, 27, 28, 29 May, ie  Thursday's, Friday's and Saturday's for the next 2 

weeks prior to the Fete, please contact the school office on 3207 6628 to arrange your slot on 

the roster.  There are still ticket books available to parishioners who are able to sell tickets to 

family and friends.  They can be collected after Mass as well as from the parish office.  

 

Pre- loved clothing stall Donations Needed.   
It would be appreciated if donations of clothes for this stall could be delivered to 34 Benfer Rd. 

(opposite the church).  If necessary it can be arranged for items to be collected ð to do this please - 

phone 3207 9498.  

Trash & Treasure  

We are delighted that the volunteer position of Trash & Treasure Stall Convener has been filled.  We are 

very thankful to Eunice Crowe for putting up her hand to take on this task.  In order to make this stall a  

success she needs more help.  If you can assist her, please contact Eunice on 3207 6404 or the parish office.  



 

 

 

Birkdale Antioch  
Supporting Youth in the Redland Bayside Deanery  

 

Trivia Night  
Saturday, 5th June 2010 @ 7pm  

 

St Anthony's Parish Hall  
St Anthony's Drive, Alexandra Hill  

 

$10 Admission  
BYO Nibbles  

Beer/Wine available to purchase  
 

Bookings Essential  
Contact Giuseppe Strati on 0414 187 458 or  

3488 2704  

Are you willing to spend at least one hour a 

week attending to your own health and  

wellbeing?  You are invited to join PILATES + 

YOGA FUSION , commencing in the Parish  

Office meeting room on Monday 31 May 2010    

All ages, sizes, genders and fitness levels are 

welcome. 

Marian specialises in injury rehabilitation, 

stress relief, control of back pain, pregnancy 

health, seniorsõ fitness and weight issues.  

Work to your own point of control in a friendly, 

non-threatening atmosphere.  

Ring to secure a place or to enquire about the 

course:  0425 02 55 88  
Venue:  St Ritaõs Parish Office Meeting Room  

Classes:  Monday and Thursday  at 4.30pm  and 

5.45pm .  

Refugees & Asylum Seekers: A Catholic Response  
 

òRefugees are among the most vulnerable people on the globe, and Australia will be judged as a world citizen by 
the way it treats them.ó (Bishop Christopher Saunders, Chairman, Australian Catholic Social Justice Council)  

You are cordially invited to attend an evening when the issue of asylum seekers and refugees will be discussed in 

a Christian context. Guest Speakers are:  

Jason MacLeod, Social Worker, Romero Centre  

Rev. Pancras Jordan OP 

Peter Arndt, Executive Officer,  

Catholic Justice & Peace Commission  
 

When:  Tuesday, 18 th  May commencing at 7:30pm 

Where :  Star of the Sea Church, 53 Passage Street, Cleveland  

RSVP:    Dcn. Mike Jones, 3820 0109 or 0400 559 177  

Cost:   Donations only. All money raised on the night will go towards the ongoing work of the Romero Centre.  

St Ritaõs Community Parish & School Fete News 
Proudly Sponsored by  Biddle Lawyers        

Mark your diaries for Sunday, 30th May 2010  

Just for Kids Stall:  

We are looking for donations of pre -loved toys, games and anything that would be suitable for our 

òJust for Kidsó stall.  Items can be dropped off in the fete bin outside the church, or  

collection from your home can be arranged.  

Please contact Katrina on 0407 580 231 if there are any queries.  

Chocolate and Sweet Stall:  

We are seeking donations of raw ingredients to help with the making of sweets for the Sweets and 

Chocolates stall.  We are in need of the following: sweetened condensed milk, nestle dark or white 

cooking chocolate, nestle baking cocoa, golden syrup, plain/self raising flours, desiccated coconut, 

good quality white or dark eating chocolate (not cooking), icing sugar, mini marshmallows and  

Cadburys Turkish delight bars.  

In the interest of food safety, please ensure all items are within their best before or use by date. 

Please place your donations in the designated container at the back of the church or deliver them 

to the school or parish office.  

DEANERY NEWS  



Around the Archdiocese  
 

MARRIED COUPLES  

Teams Movement for Married Spirituality invites couples to share their lives and faith.  It provides an amazing 

recipe for love, friendship, forgiveness, challenge, growth as couples and people and a deepening of their  

spirituality.    Contact Paul and Lynda Roberts on 33551709 (home), 33369358 (Paul at work) or  

lynpaulr@bigpond.net.au if you would like to know more.  

National eConference on Mary ñ 

Tuesday,18th May 2010  

Itõs free and will be fantastic!  Fr Frank Moloney will engage you as he shares his insights into Mary as disciple, 

woman and Mother.  To register got to www.bbi.catholic.edu.au and follow the links to Mary -First Disciple and 

be in the draw to win a pilgrimage for two to Italy with Harvest Travel.  

Vivid: Pentecost 2010  is a dynamic Christian youth event which will be celebrated on  

Saturday, 22 nd May 2010  at St Thomas More College, Troughton and Turton Sts, Sunnybank. Vivid will  

feature Archbishop Bathersby's Pentecost Pastoral Message  about ôyoung people and prayerõ as well as music 

from Project Hatch , Paul Curtis and other local musicians.  

Young people aged 16 years and older from across the Archdiocese of Brisbane will be inspired by  

testimonies,  prayer and a powerful message of hope.  

Register online at http://vividpentecost.eventbrite.com  by Wednesday 19 May.  Get in early, seats are limited!  

For more information, phone (07) 3109 6800. Bring your friends!  

CCR Bardon Outreach - Please pray the burning bush novena with us this year leading up to our  celebration of 

Pentecost on Sunday 23rd May at 7.30pm.  This celebration will be held at CCR Bardon Outreach Cecil Rd,  

Bardon.  Copies of the Burning Bush Novena are available on the back table, please take a copy.  

For more information visit www.ccrbardon.org.au 

POSITION VACANT    Faith & Life Vicariate  

Administrative Support Officer - Institute of Faith Education   (Full Time)  

View website for more details and the job description     www.bne.catholic.net.au/careers  

Application pack from   vuletam@bne.catholic.net.au   or 07 3336 9284.  Applications close  Thursday 27 May.  

LEAVEN HOUR  

Friday 28 May 2010  

Leaven Hour = Eucharist + Eucharistic Adoration 5:10pm -6:30pm at St Stephen's Chapel, Elizabeth St, Brisbane  

Leaven Hour, sponsored by a number of youth organisations across Brisbane, is an opportunity for young adults to 

gather with prayer, song, Scripture and silence (generally on the fourth Friday of each month).  

For information, contact Mark Lysaght on 1300 133 544 or visit www.catholicpriesthood.com  

òthe Friday Night Gigó 

Friday 28 May 2010  

"The Friday night gigó is a FREE bi-monthly concert where up and coming music artists from around South East 

Qld get to show off their talent.    7pm ð 9pm on St Stephenõs Chapel Grounds. 

Come along and enjoy a beautiful night under the stars!  

For information, contact Mark Lysaght on 1300 133 544 or visit www.catholicpriesthood.com  

Interfaith Understanding and Harmony ð At Home and Abroad  

The Catholic and Uniting Church Ecumenical /Interfaith Committees are jointly hosting a visit by Imam Syed  

Muhammad Zakaria from Pakistan on Thursday, 27 May from 7 -9pm at the Aspley Uniting Church, 748  

Robinson Road, Aspley.  This is a wonderful opportunity to hear a òGood Newsó story about interfaith  

cooperation in this troubled part of the world.  The talk will be followed by responses from local Muslim,  

Uniting and Catholic representatives and the evening will conclude with Indian food and entertainment.  

Gold coin donation at the door.  For further information consult the flyer on the parish noticeboard.  

Enquiries: Margaret Naylon, phone: 3336 9354.  

mailto:lynpaulr@bigpond.net.au
http://vividpentecost.eventbrite.com
http://www.bne.catholic.net.au/careers
mailto:vuletam@bne.catholic.net.au
www.catholicpriesthood.com
www.catholicpriesthood.com


"Sons of the Father" is an exciting new initiative from menAlive  
that successfully commenced last year, 2009.    

 

There is a hunger in boys to become men.  There is a fire in young men to follow those who have gone before them 

and to go further still.  A desire to rise up and face the expectations and challenges placed before them by the 

men who have fought more battles in their lives and who have the map to get them through the maze.  How do 

they make it through without hitting the land mines?  How do they face the battle of life?  As fathers we too 

have desires, a desire to transform a young boy into a powerful man.  To speak to him, guide him through what can 
be an arduous road.  Help him go after dreams.  Help create vision and most of all, to just share life.   òSons of the 

Fatheró is a program that invites fathers and their teenage sons to work through these, and other important  

issues.   

The retreat will start on Friday, 4th June (7.30pm) and will run to Sunday, 6th June  (mid afternoon) 

at Kindilan Conference Centre, Cnr Days Rd and German Church Rds, Redland Bay.  
For more information consult the parish noticeboard or call:   

Gavin 0411 619 195, Robert 0412 745 734, Peter 0409 479 373, or Des  0433 683 135.     

Register now as numbers are strictly limited!!  

Mary MacKillop ð An Australian Like Us   Module 6  

While in Penola, Mary MacKillop met the Pastor of that vast district, Julian Edmund 

Tenison Woods (English priest, scholar and scientist). Vitally interested in education, 

he opened a school, but four years later he wrote to Mary in Portland, it ôcannot be 

properly conducted until you come up yourself.õ In 1866, therefore, Mary and Lexie 

set off by coach for Penola to join their other sister, Annie.  

Provided by Sr Marie White rsj of the Sisters of St Joseph -   

www.sosj.org.au.  For further information, see   www.marymackillop.org.au  

and www.cathnews.com.au   

Mary MacKillopõs Canonisation Pilgrimage 

The Archdiocese of Brisbane are organizing a 12 day Pilgrimage Departing Saturday, 9th October.   

The Pilgrimage will be accompanied by Archbishop John Bathersby.  

If you are interested in finding out more about it collect a brochure from the back table of the church.  

Worldwide Marriage Encounter  

A weekend for married couples.  Take time out of your busy schedule, to invest in your most precious asset é. 

Your Marriage!  This is a unique opportunity to recharge your relationship batteries, refocus on each other and fall 

in love all over again!  The weekend will be held on the 4th/5th June at Mercy Place, Bardon, Qld.   

For bookings/details contact:  3352 3328 Terry & Rhonda Boyle: boyletj@powerup.com.au . 

For further info visit www.wwme.org.au  

 

Around the Archdiocese  

St Thomas More's Parish, Toowoomba, is celebrating its Golden Jubilee (1960 -2010) 

with a Jubilee Mass at 10am  on 20th June, 2010 , followed by a BBQ, fete stalls,  and  

entertainment for all ages.  Jubilee Memorabilia on sale.   Everyone welcome especially 

former parishoners.     

For further information  contact Michael or Maria - 4630 1010.  

Angela McMullin (John and Helen Clarke's daughter) and Paula Cabrita 

from the parish are both rehearsing for Savoyards latest production 

42nd Street.   Angela has made a group booking of 30 tickets at a  

discounted rate  of $28 on  Saturday, 12th June , 1.30pm matinee at Iona 

Performing Arts Complex, 85 North Rd, Lindum.   She has until May 20th 

to sell the tickets so please let her know if your interested.    

Ticket money can be given to John or Helen Clarke or left at the parish 

office for collection.   

 

http://www.sosj.org.au
http://www.marymackillop.org.au
http://www.cathnews.com.au


A VOCATION VIEW :  Our Spiritual Life is a Journey - following the Call of the Master to "Go and teach all 

 people my Gospel." Say "Yes" over and over again.  
 

To talk to someone about your vocation, contact the Vocation Office:   
(07) 3336 9203.  vocation@bne.catholic.net.au.  www.bne.catholic.net.au/vocation 

 

Ministers to the Sick ñ 

Sundays 

Group 1 :Paddy Berrell  

Group 2 : Helen & Mike Britton  

Other Volunteers  Church Cleaning  
Team 4  

Sat, 22nd May 9.30am  

Church Flowers  

22nd May  

Office Reception  
Friday 21st May  

 9.30am ñ 12.00noon  

 
 

       Eugene & June Gangloff  

      Karen Crayford  

 

      Betty Eaton  

 

          Elaine Prestney  

THE CATHOLIC LEADER:  Your Church, Your Life, Your Paper -   only $1.50  
For more information on the articles in this publication -  Check out the website at www.catholicleader.com.au 

Jnr Children's  

Liturgy  

 

Jacqui Castorina  

Heather Bowskill  

No Childrenõs  

Liturgy  

Ida Geaney  

Moya Taylor  

No Childrenõs  

Liturgy  

Upper Primary  

Children's  

Liturgy  

Leanne Brennan 

Sandy Wright  

No Childrenõs  

Liturgy  

No Childrenõs  

Liturgy  

No Childrenõs  

Liturgy  

Rosevale Ministers  

Wed, 19th April  

 

Mass with Fr Leo.  All Ministers are welcome.  

Rosters for 22nd/23rd May ñ Week 4  

Ministry  Saturday 6pm  Sunday 7am  Sunday 9am  Sunday 6pm  

Mass Co- Ordinators  Laurie Smith  Bernie Sturdy &  

Shaun Hennessy 

Jennifer Fielding  Amanda Bush 

Ministers of the Word  Laurie Smith  

John Bowskill  

Catherine Tune  

Joy OõBrien 

Phil Elliss 

John Tresillian  

Steve Wilson  

Sonya Wilson 

Mike Quilty  

Bevan Haug 

Maureen Haug 

Amanda Bush 

Eucharistic Ministers  Moya Taylor  

Shaun Conway 

Anne Maree Reed 

Bernie Sturdy  

Cec OõBrien 

John Josefski  

Elaine Pascoe 

Helen Britton  

Jennifer Fielding  

Jim Althaus  

Heather Althaus  

Peter Enright  

Altar Servers  Mikaela Wheeler  Help needed Brigitta Fajta  

Sophie Redmond 

Laura Pardo 

Georgia Muller  

Brendan Hinds  

Lachlan Greer  

Projector Operator  Tim Surridge  Lauren York  Joshua Fielding  Paula Cabrita 

Humour  
Two guys are hiking in the forest when they suddenly come across a big Grizzly Bear.  The shorter of the 

two takes off his hiking boots and puts on running shoes.  His friend says to him "You're crazy! They will 

be of no use, donõt you know how fast the Grizzlies are, you'll never be able to out run it!"  

The short guy replies, "I only have to run faster than you!"  


