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Fourth Sunday of Lent- Year C

Next Sunda yShsSundayaofiLient tsaiah 43:1621; Philippians 3:8 14; John 8:111

A Love That Is Too Much to Takel

\One Sunday morning | divided the congregation into small groups. | asked them to discuss [fhe
Gospel, the one we have today, the story of the defiant son and the prodigal Father. After some tjme
an old man raised his hand asking to speak. "How come, Father," he asked, "that Jesus Cjprist
allowed a bad story like this into the Gospel? Isn't it clear that the father should not have forgivgn
his son? This story is a very bad example to be giving our children. Do you think that we could gsk
the Holy Father to have it erased?"
The story does turn many common assumptions upside down. The father in the story is, of coufse,
our heavenly Father but he acts very differently to the fathers that we have experienced. Wel|lare
often made to buy the love we get. As children we are told that if we behave well we will get g]lts
- | and opportunities. If we behave badly we will be punished. But here is the story of a father whfp is
\ /total unchangeable love. His attitude to his sons is at all times 100% love. So, even though |his
younger son leaves him and squanders his inheritance in a life of debauchery, the father can do nothing except to accgjpt him
back lovingly on his return. What a surprising father! What a loving God! What a challenge to our conventional way |jof
looking at things. The story teaches us that we are loved for who we are, and not just for the way in which we behave.
But there are more shocks for us in the story! The father has two sons, a reckless rascal and a dutiful deferential oaetiTIlF
hero of the story is not the bad boy but the good one. The younger son asks for his share of the inheritance which he cgnvert
into cash. He leaves and all goes well for him as he squanders it. Then, mégss/he also becomes friethekss. He is reduced
to the greatest indignity possible for a Jewattending pigs, unclean animals. There he "comes to his senses." It is in ogese
that our deepest memories are stored. He knows that he must go back to his father. He prepares a speech of apology|and a
petition for his reinstatement in the household as a mere servant. Events were to show that he had totally underestimategl his
father who would not only embrace him in forgiveness but also declare a banquet to celebrate his return.
The ol der son also underestimated his father. This Haj\jLi fu
feels outraged that there is a banquet for the sinner while he, who in his own eyes was so good, had never been givésideven a
goat with which to celebrate. He is deaf to his father's assurance that "all that | have is yours" and continues to sulis aflh
liberality towards the worthless brother. The story leaves us with the message that there are two kinds of bad peopleadfh%b

bads are those who have fallen through human weakness and who eventually come to admit it and repent. The good bads are
those who hold themselves up as paragons of virtue and who-igifteously reject the lesser mortals who are tainted b
human weakness. Another shock! The Lord is much more partial towards the bad bads than he is towards the good bad§. The
people who get the worst press in the Gospels are the Pharisees who looked down on, and set themselves apart from sinfjers.
Inside each of us there is a bad bad and a good bad. When we sit still in meditation we are being present to this reality ghd
the reality of a Heavenly Father whose love is so great that we really find it hard to take.

Taken fromSundays into Silence A Pat hway to Life, . Father Gerry Pierse, C. Ss. RE |f1998

Please Pray for :

Our Sick : Peg Jamieson, Roisin Wohlsen, Therese Thomas, Robyn Holmes, Maria & Marko Volarevich, Rita

Peck, Neil Leone, Kaleb LoveBrodie McGovern, Noreen Owens, Siobhan Wilson, David Ayre, Fr Bill McCarthy  praer Concens
(Indooroopilly),James RieleypPa t Qu e n n e Mary Robeeson, dolly, Daniel, Annie Weston, Elly Lendering, Rita

Weston, Ron Ghidella, Daphne Dale, Debbie Ston¢ 7r ac y Ku b iGay Rieig, Michaek Larmgr- Stone, Joan Lennon,

lan Scullion.

’ Second Collection & Donations last week % 304.8%nvelopes, Loose, Direct Debits, Credit Cards)


http://www.bible.claret.org/liturgy/daily/sundays_pierse/cycleC/C_3rdSunLent.htm#book#book
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SCations

Benediction and Stations of the Cross: Of the
Benediction and Stations of the Cross will be held weekly on Friday evenings from 7.30pm in the
Church. Fr Leo will be available for the first rite of reconciliation thereafter.

Friendship Group News :

The first meeting for 2010 wil!l be a St Patri cH
*f(;/.' be held in the Presbytery grounds on Wednesday, 17th March  commencing at 11.00am, with lunch
* b
v/

) to be served at 12.00noon. The cost will be $10 per head. For catering purposes it
_«\ imperative that you RSVP to Carol 3207 8035 or Eileen on 3207 6445.

St Ritabds Family Har mony Day

The St Ritads School Parent Net work would |ike to inVvi

to participate in a Family Harmony Day. This will be a great opportunity to have fun, while strengthening the
bonds within the St Ritads community. Activities on
races, ball and spoon races, netball & soccer games and the drawing a community mural.

It will be held on  Sunday, 21st March  from 10am to 2pm, following 9am Mass on the school Oval, Multipurpose

Court and Basketball court. -
Families are invited to BYO picnic lunch, drinks, chairs, picnic rugs and shade. 6 »411«’1%
A sausage sizzle, cold drinks and a coffee van will also be available to purchase from on the day. }, 2
In order for this day to run smoothly, while being lots of fun, we are asking for people to help on < )
the day. If you are able to offer help in any way please contact the Parish Office. u L

Tablecloths needed
Do you have any spare blue or white tablecloths or sheets you no longer require? Pregnancy Crisis Incorporated

Support group would be most grateful to receive them. Please place your donation in the box provided at the
back of the church. Thank you for your support.

Fourth Sunday of Lent 14 March = #?

Care for God’s creation has always been an important part of Christian tradition. In this
week's Project Compassion story we meet Clare from the Southern Highlands in Papua
MNew Guinea. Clare works in the maternity ward, supporting local women to have access

to safe maternity services. She also works as an educator on maternal health issues and
provides ongoing support to mothers about child heatth, nutrition and prevention of disease.
Your donation to Caritas Australia's Project Compassion helps PNG communities to have

access to safe maternity and child health facilities as well as primary health care. % _ = P A

TOOWOOMBA DIOCESE FLOOD APPEAL

On Tuesday, 9th March Archbishop Bathersby announced that, in addition to special prayers for the
communities affected by the floods, a special Toowoomba Diocese Flood Appeal would be held in the
Archdiocese of Brisbane over this weekend fi 13/14 March 2010.

The flood waters covered an area greater than Victoria and have caused widespread damage and destruction.
Our fellow Australians in our neighbouring diocese need our prayers and financial help. All monies raised will

be distributed via Bishop William Morris and various church agencies and used to assist those people suffering

as a result of the floods.

Please show we care and give generously to help our fellow Australians recover from these huge floods.

A O6retiring collectiondé wildl be taken up after all M g
A donation hotline for Credit Card donations has been set up in the Archdiocesan Offices i telephone during
business hoursfi 07 3336 9274. Donations are not tax deductible. Thank you.
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Project Compassion 2010

Donations for the third week of Lent amounted to $367.70, bringing this year's total up to $1086.85. The
number of envelopes went up to 36 and there was one money box so it is good to see the participation rate
improving. Thank you to all contributors.

This week's story about Clare in Papua New Guinea addresses the fifth Millennium Development Goal: Improve
Maternal Health.  The target by 2015 is to reduce the maternal mortality ratio by three quarters and there is

still a long way to go. In Australia, we take safe maternity care for granted and expect it as a right but this is

not the case in the developing world.  Please help Caritas in their work to improve the care available to women in

places like PNG. The key to meeting our Project Compassion target for 2010 is for all parishioners to join in
this great lenten effort. If you haven't done so yet, please take a pack of envelopes or a money box today and
start putting something aside to help those who are much worse off than we are.

* See the parish noticeboard for the flyer from Caritas A Project Compassion nets more than $1m in 2 weeks!

Fourth Sunday of Lent
Joshua 5:9 -12; Corinthians 5:17 -21; Luke 15:1-3, 11-32
Joshua encourages us to turn to God in times of need. God always delivers,

|l i ke he delivered the Israelites to
bring us into the land of promise to experience personal freedom. The
parabl e of t he prodigal son i s abq

2] relationships are paramount, no one is to be lost, discarded, or mistreated.
When the son returns, all is forgiven. However, the father must seek to

bring the older son to forgiveness before the family can be healed. As
dchil dren of God we must proclaim th
valued, loved and forgiven.

Our baptismal renewal and the mission of our baptismal covenant is to be
ambassadors for Christ and reconciliation. As stewards of the message of
salvation, we not just proclaim but also live the message of reconciliation

that is promised by God, as agents for peace.

In this weekds Project Compassion s
New Guinea where the maternal mortality rate is over 90 times higher

o] than in Australia.

| To hear of such suffering amongst our human family elicits a desire within
™lus to see a reconciling of the sit
@ action, to see women and their new babies receive life in its fullness.

& Particularly in this season of Lent, we are called to action and to play our

il generous part in bringing about a better world for alll.

t

Saints are human bein_gs

St Francis de Sales made the point:

6There is no harm done to the saints if their faults
everybody by those hagiographers who slur over the faults, be it for the purpose of honouring the saints...or

through fear of diminishing our reverence for their holiness.... These writers commit a wrong against the saints

and against the whole of posterity.

6That is because those biographies not only dehumani z
would be neither useful nor accessible exemplars if they had always been blameless and had always travelled
over uplands in the sunlight. d

Quoted in Holy Terrors, an article by John Donohue SJ in America magazine

Deadline for Notices to be included in the Parish Newsletter
All notices to be included in the weekend Parish Newsletter need to be received by the Parish Office no later

than midday on the Wednesday prior to the weekend. This is to enable the newsletter to be printed Thursday
so it is ready for folding, collation and distribution on Friday mornings.
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DEANERY NEWS

GIFTS from the SEA
A Day Retreat  to be guided by Penny Carroll and Gwen Winterscheidt.
If you are a grandmother, mother, married or single, divorced, separated or widowed, take time out for yourself
to nurture your spirit through meditation, massage and reflection. The retreat will explore the many riches
contained within us, and give us the opportunity to encounter Jesus in the midst of our daily life.

WHEN: 9.00 am 6 3.30 pm FRIDAY, 19 MARCH
WHERE: Presentation Spirituality Centre, 26 Kooralgin Street, Manly _t
COST: $10 (Includes Morning and Afternoon Tea, BYO Lunch) Q-Ba§ fof'

BOOKINGS: Phone: 3396 3290 RSVP by 11 March @\MO’MIZ;

HOLY WEEK RETREAT
OFrom Dar knes s Gtided RetregtAvith Monica Brown and Hilary Musgrave
This Retreat will offer a reflective space and a prayerful creative environment to prepare for & celebrate the
Easter Triduum. As well as special liturgies for the Triduum, the retreat will offer a session each day
of guided spiritual reflection.

—
WHEN: Supper 7.00 pm MONDAY, 29 MARCH to EASTER SUNDAY 9.00 am

WHERE: Presentation Spirituality Centre , 26 Kooralgin Street, Manly

COST: $600 (Non -residential participants $300, BYO Lunch) /‘ )
BOOKINGS: Phone: 3396 3290 RSVP by 11 March HolWe e W<
Time for a smile Dear God o

A Canberra girl, on her way to Sydney to visit her Is the opposite i

boyfriend, was driving down the M4 when her car phone of courage F~ 7\

rang. conformity? )

It was her boyfriend, urgently warning her, "Treacle, |
just heard on the news that there's a car going the
wrong way on the M4. Please be careful!”

"Oh, it's not just one car!" she replied, "There are
hundreds of them!"

Amen

’& Around the Archdiocese &

Pr2dis BRISBANE /-10 JULY 2010

*NUMEROUS PRAYER EXPERIENCES =130 PRESENTERS *300 PRAYER WORKSHOPS +40 KEYNOTE ADDRESSES
Pray 2010: A Place for Everyone

Whether you struggle with how to pray, desire to understand the Eucharist more, want to learn about a new form
of prayer or go deeper with a prayer style with which you are familiar, then Pray 2010 offers a wide range of
prayer workshops and presentations to meet your needs. For the full program go to: www.pray2010.org.au

40 Days for Life  © pray to end abortion

Did you know 46 million children are aborted worldwide every year? This Lent, you are invited to join other
Christians in Brisbane as part of the worldwide 40 Days for Life  prayer vigil to end abortion.

We will be holding a 24 -hour, 40 day vigil outside the abortion clinic at 8 Campbell Street, Bowen Hills from 17
Feb 2010 to 25 Mar 2010

We need people to pray outside the clinic & do you have an hour a week over Lent to participate? For more infor-
mation, e-mail 40daysbrisbane@gmail.com , call 07 3305 0106 (leave a message for us to call you back) or visit
www.40daysforlife.com/brisbane . I f you cané6t make it in to pray at t
pray with us from home.

D



mailto:40daysbrisbane@gmail.com
http://www.40daysforlife.com/brisbane
http://www.pray2010.org.au
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The Annual St Patrickds Day Mass

organi sed by The Queensland I rish Association (lrish
dral on Wed. 17 March. Fr Pat Dwyer OMI will be the celebrant and Mass will be celebrated in both Irish and

English. The QIA Tara Singers will provide the music for the Mass and Kevin Higgins will play a Communion Re-
flection on the Uileann Pipes. Everyone is welcome.

NUDGEE COLLEGE OLD By
Joshua Prayer Groups and Ministries 89" AGM. RYAN HALL

CCR Brisbane h
7.00pm THURSDAY 18 MARCH 2010

&
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30th Year Celebration Opening Event
This Celebration will take place on Tuesday, 16th March  commencing 6.30pm at CCR Brisbane Retreat Centre,
Cnr Fraser & Nudgee Rds, Northgate. Mass Celebrant : Fr Francis Onwunali. The guest speaker, Michelle

Moran has ministered for CCR all over the world. Overnight accommodation available.

For further information consult the parish notice board or call Audrey on 3715 6053.

Set Free Lenten Reflections

Come and experience the healing power of Godds Love t
and Maria Vadia is. Be set free to live, love and be healed. To be held on  Wednesday, 24th March  at

St Bernardds Church, 4 Klumpp Rd, Upper Mt Gravatt fr
For further information consult the parish notice board or call Audrey on 3715 6053.

INVITATION TO UNDER 35s

You are invited to experience the dynamic words and the spiritual wisdom of Order Founder and Author Fr Ken
Barkermgl. Doné6t miss this unique opportunity to deepen yol
When: Friday 19 ™ March 6.30pm for 7pm a light supper will be served

Where: St James Catholic Church Hall 92 Kirkland Ave Coorparoo behind St James Catholic Church 165 Old
Cleveland Rd Coorparoo. Fr Ken has extensive experience working with young people, he is responsible for  Light

to the Nations, Summer Schools of Evangelisation, Retreats and Conference work. Further information  Anthony
Goodwin 0435 006 774; Nikolai Martinovic 0408 151 299; Roy & Fiona 3325 2425, 0402 408 786.

Lenten Retreat  for young people from culturally diverse backgrounds to be held on Saturday, 20 March  at

the Sacred Heart Centre, Runcorn . This retreat organised by the Ethnic Youth Ministry Council will be led by
the Brisbane East Deanery NET Team. For queries and RSVPs please contact Michael Guida on 0403 144 881

Mi ssionaries of Godds Love Invitation

Fr Ken Barker founder and moderator of the Missionaries of God's Love Priests, Brothers and Sisters and au-

thor of three books "Becoming Fire" OA Radical Masyatof
230pmin St Thomasdé Catholic Church C8& MarchHi After M8ss theselwdl bee
afternoon tea and time to catch up with Fr Ken. St Thomas6Church is at Perth St
entrance in Stephen St.  Everyone is welcome. Please invite others.

School of Preaching: 19 - 21 March 2010 L OURDES HILL COLLEGE
Friday & Saturday 9am -5pm, Sunday 9am-1pm, at the Emmaus Centre for Re-
newal & Evangelisation, cnr Herbert St & Central Ave, Paddington
The School of Preaching will include formation sessions  designed to equip Applications for Year 8, 2013now open
men and women, both young and old, with skills to share your faith and to (current Year 5 studenty
tell the Gospel story in a way that is both relevant and compelling. Due to increasing demand the Coll
Presenters include Fr Ken Barker mgl, Shayne Bennett, Jan Heath, B}oard has approved anl_adqlmonfal c
Robert Falzon, Shanelle Bennett, Pat Keady and Bec Crouch or Year 8 in 2011Applications for

, : i ) , ) this extra class are now also soug
Full information and registration online at ~ www.emmanuelcommunity.com.au

ENROLMENT INFORMATION

or contact (07) 3217 5199. Enrolment forms are available on the
College Website at:
Archbishop John Bathersby invites you to the annual CHRISM MASS www.lhc.gld.edu.au/enrolments

on Thursday, 25th March  commencing at 7.30pm at the Cathedral of For all other enrolment enquiries
. . . . please contact our Enrolments Officer,
Saint Stephen. A Celebration for the entire Archdiocese. All Welcome Mrs Colette Duvall, on 3399 8888

gq
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LEAVEN HOUR

Friday 26 March 2010

Leaven Hour = Eucharist + Eucharistic Adoration 5:10pm -6:30pm at St Stephen's Chapel, Elizabeth Str, Bne.
Leaven Hour, sponsored by a number of youth organisations across Brisbane, is an opportunity for young adults
to gather with prayer, song, Scripture and silence (generally on the fourth Friday of each month).

For information, contact Mark Lysaght on 1300 133 544 or visit www.catholicpriesthood.com

PCI Fundraising Lunch

The keynote speaker will be Bishop Anthony Fisher, OP

The event will be held on Saturday, 27th March from 12noon at the Clairvaux MacKillop College
Hall, Klumpp Rd, Upper Mt Gravatt. Application forms are on the back table.

For more information consult parish notice board.

Easter Passion Play in Brishane

The lona Passion Play is coming to lona College, Wynnum West, on Good Friday April 2
at 7pm.  Group discounts available, Tickets: Pre-booked $10 Atthe Gate $15.
Child (12 & under) FREE Bookings: 3333 1993 or online at www.passionplay.org.au

* Collect a flyer from the back table of the church for further information

nd

Kairos 2010 & young adult weekend: 9 - 11 April 2010

Glendalough Outdoor Centre, 102 Lakewood Dr, Weyba Downs via Peregian

Kairos is a life -transforming weekend for young Catholics aged 16 to 35ish. Join with a hundred other young
adults for a weekend with inspiring speakers, the emmanuelworship band, and an opportunity to uncover the

"more" that God hasforyou. 6 Kairosd i s a moment in time, a chance
YOUR life. Full information and registration online at  www.eyouth.com.au or contact (07) 3217 5199.

Beginning Experience Team is holding its next weekend from  Friday evening 9th to Sunday afternoon

11th April at QCCC Brookfield. The weekend offers widowed, separated and divorced people who have moved
through the initial shock phase of grief to work through their pain and move into the future with renewed hope.
Itis a live in weekend with meals and accommodation provided. Enquiries: Lyn 3480 5337, Peter 3209 2180,
Lorraine 5441 7326, Anne 3374 1045, Barbara 5463 4634 or visit www.brisbanebe.org.au

0OSanctuaryo Womens?2MayRf0fleer ence: 1

Mt Alvernia College, 82 Cremorne Rd, Kedron

In the midst of the busyness of our lives, careers and family, we all need a sanctuary o for our souls, our hearts,
and our relationships. The Sanctuary conference is an opportunity for women of all ages and from all walks of
l'ife to come toget her tKeynetxspeakers iaaudecsSelibasHashamt Shanellg Bennett,
Becca Crouch, Kym Keady and more. Full information and registration online at ~ www.emmanuelcommunity.com.au
or contact (07) 3217 5199.

PUT YOUR FAITH INTO ACTION

The De La Salle Brothers are offering young  men (20 - 35yrs) an incredible volunteer opportunity in the remote
indigenous community of Balgo Hills in Western Australia. Spend 2 weeks (15 & 29 May ) learning about the
Brothers' life and work whilst helping young people in need. Applications close 29 March.

For details please visit www.delasallebrothers.com

The Cathedral of St Stephen, Volunteer Guides & Welcome Desk

Would you like to become involved in the Cathedral of St Stephen Guiding Ministry? Our volunteer guides
welcome visitors and show tourists and visiting school and social groups through our beautiful Cathedral. If
you are interested in the history, art works, and liturgical space of the Cathedral, or just interested in being a
welcome face at the Cathedral and are able to give a few hours a month to this important Archdiocesan
ministry, we would love to hear from you.  Training courses will commence shortly.  For further information
contact the Cathedral Office on 3336 9111.




