
13th June 2010 

 

St. Ritaôs Catholic Parish 
Incorporating the areas of Victoria Point, Thornlands south, Redland Bay,  

Mount Cotton, Coochiemudlo Island and the Southern Bay Islands  

37-39 Benfer Road,  Victoria Point Q. 4165    

Parish Priest:  Fr. Leo Burke  

Pastoral Assistant:  Elaine Strati 

Office/ Presbytery:  

Ph:  07-3207 9177   Fax: 073207 9689 

Email: victoriapoint@bne.catholic.net.au 

Website: www.stritasparish.org 

 

Parish Secretaries:   Beverley Van Schie 

   Patricia Watson 

Parish Office Hours:  

 MonñThurs 9.00am- 3.30pm     

School Principal: Anne McKenny 

Ph: 3207 6628 Fax: 3207 6734 

Eleven th  Sunday  in  Ord in ary  Time -  Year  C   

Please Pray for : 

Our Sick :  Peg Jamieson, Roisin Wohlsen, Therese Thomas, Robyn Holmes, Marko Volarevich, Rita Peck, Neil 

Leone, Kaleb Love,  Brodie McGovern, Noreen Owens, Siobhan Wilson, David Ayre, Fr Bill McCarthy (Indooroopilly), 

James Rieley (Pat Quennellõs Father), Mary Robertson, Molly Daniel, Annie Weston, Elly Lendering, Rita Weston, Ron 

Ghidella, Debbie Stone (Tracy Kubinekõs sister), Gay Ring, Joan Lennon, Ian Scullion, Kevin Jones. 

Recently Deceased:   Gladys Peters, Gladys Maud Hartland (Margaret Smithõs Mother), Fr Kevin Noble (Toowoomba), 

Fr Desmond  Effeney (Manly). 

 

Second Collection & Donations last week:  $ 2 2866.75 Envelopes, Loose, Direct Debits, Credit Cards) 

Next Sundayõs readings: Twelfth Sunday in Ordinary Time - Zechariah 12: 10 ð 11;  Galatians 3:26ñ29;  Luke 9: 18 ð 24. 

Reclaiming a person 

O ne night during a blackout a man fetched an old paraffin lamp from the attic.  It was in a terrible 

state, the globe was cracked and almost black.  He lit it anyway but it shed very little light.   

Besides, the wick smoked and gave off a foul smell.  This man who liked things perfect, suggested to 

his wife ôThis lamp is useless; it ought to be thrown out.õ  With that he extinguished it and lit a can-

dle instead.   

Three weeks later another blackout occurred.  This time it was the wife who provided the light.  She 

produced a beautiful oil lamp and lit it.  Its rosy glow cast an enchantment over the house. 

ôThatõs a lovely lamp!õ said the husband ôWhere did you get it?õ 

ôThatõs the lamp you wanted to throw out,õ she replied. 

ôI donõt believe it!õ he exclaimed.  After examining it closely he remarked, ôIt must have cost a lot of 

money to get it into this shape?õ 

ôActually, it cost very little money,õ she replied.  ôAll I had to do was buy a new wick and a tinted 

globe.  But what it did cost me was a lot of time and effort in cleaning and polishing it.  I could see 

that underneath the layers of dirt there was a beautiful lamp.õ 

ôI couldnõt agree more.õ he replied. 

It was much easier to cast the lamp aside than to take the time and care to clean it up and polish it.  

Itõs the same with people,  itõs much easier to label and pigeonhole them, than to befriend them and help them out of their misery.  

To reclaim a person is a delicate and difficult task.   

Simon was a Pharisee, one of the ôseparated onesõ who would have nothing to do with sinners.  Consequently, he was  

scandalised to see that Jesus allowed a sinner, not only to approach him, but to actually touch him.  In Simonõs mind the woman 

was beyond redemption:  she was a sinner, and would always be a sinner.  Therefore, he didnõt want anything to do with her.  

You might have thought that Jesus too would have been repelled by someone like her.  Yet he allowed her to approach him and to 

touch him.  There wasnõt a hint of condemnation. 

There are many in our society who wonõt accept the possibility that people can change.  They are not willing to give people a 

second chance.  A culture that doesnõt believe in redemption is a culture without hope.   

Jesus knew well that the woman was a sinner.  But he saw that she was thirsting to be seen as a person and not as an object.  By 

graciously accepting her humble and loving service, he helped her to believe in her self worth.  It is marvellous to feel that some-

body has confidence in us, that we are not judged or condemned, but loved. 

We have to learn to see the goodness in one another, and affirm that.  Peopleõs faults can be cured only by loving them.  We  

cannot change anyone unless we accept them as they are.  Condemnation does not liberate; it oppresses.  Jesus did not condemn 

the woman.  He saw her sorrow, her humility, her courage and her love.  He affirmed this side of her.  

 

Source:  New Sunday & Holy Day Liturgies.  Flor McCarthy, SDB  



New Parishioners  

If youõre moving in!  Welcome!!   

Please put your name in the Newcomers Book and 

collect a New Parishioners pack which all can be 

found  on the back table of the Church.   

Weõll be in touch soon!  

Is your credit card expiry date coming up soon?  

If the answer is yes, and you are a valued  

member of our Planned/Thanksgiving program, please 

notify the parish office of your new credit card  

details as soon as possible.   

Your contribut ions are greatly  

appreciated, and are a very necessary  

element in enabling the parish to  

fulfill its vision & mission.  

 
PARISH NEWS  

A bequest to your parish can be a way of making a substantial gift that was not previously possible.  

Following Jesus is always right ñbut not always easy.  

Sacramental Programme 2010  

We have 34 children receiving the Sacraments of Confirmation and First Eucharist next weekend.   We have 

rehearsals on Tuesday, 15 th  June.  Times are listed below.    

Can families arrive about 5.45pm for the first session so we can start on time, as there is a lot to get 

through.    If there are any problems please contact the parish office.  
 

6.00pm for  children receiving at 6pm Sat 19 th  June   

7.30pm for children receiving at 9am Sun 20 th  June 

Please keep these children in your prayers as they receive the sacraments.   

Rosies & BABI Appeal 2010  

With winter upon us and the nights getting colder, spare a thought for those in our Redland Bayside community 

who are most at risk.  These are the ôHomelessõ in our midst.  Their bed could well be a park bench tonight.  For 

them the nights will be particularly cold.  

The Redlands Bayside Deanery needs your help in helping the homeless.  We wish to collect the following items 

from across our Parishes and Schools so as to provide both Rosies and BABI with some basic resources which 

they require to fulfill their mission:  

Tea, Coffee, Sugar, Milo, Cuppa Soup, Breakfast Cereal and Cereal Bars  

Over this weekend and next weekend the 12 th /13 th  and 19 th /20 th - June please set aside some of these items 

and send them to school with your child(ren) or place them in the labeled box at the back of the Church.   

CLERGY FOUNDATION APPEAL 

ñAs the Year of the Priest closeséshow them we care!  ò 
 

The Annual Clergy Foundation Appeal will be held in our parish next weekend ð 19/20 June 2010 . 

The Foundation cares for all sick and retired priests in the Archdiocese and depends heavily  

on our help to meet the ever increasing cost of this care.  

Please support the Foundation and come next weekend prepared to give generously.  

All donations to the Foundation are tax deductible.  

Emmaus Youth Group ð We Need Help  
The Emmaus Youth Group has been running for several years here at St Ritaõs.  

It caters for children from ages 8 to 14.  

It is usually held on the 1 st  Friday of the month during term time.  The dates for the rest of the year are 6 th  

August, 3 rd  September, and 5 th  November. We need help to keep it going.   Lisa Sticher has volunteered to run 

it this year but she canõt do it on her own.  If you can commit time on these nights to help Lisa out please  

contact the Parish office or Lisa directly.  

We need parents and older teenagers who can give of their time and talents for one night or all three nights.    



St Ritaõs Community Parish & School Fete News 
Proudly Sponsored by  Biddle Lawyers        

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Congratulations to our Fete Major Raffle Winners!  

What a wonderful surprise for our St Ritaõs Community - the prize 

for this yearõs fete raffle of a boat and trailer went to a St Ritaõs 

Primary School family.   

The Brown family, with Caitlin in Prep, were delighted to hear that 

they had won this fantastic prize.  They are now looking forward to 

many happy family days out on our glorious bay ñ Well done and may 

you build many beautiful memories to cherish.  

In the photo, from left :  The raffle winners: David & Caitlin Brown 

with St Ritaõs Primary School Principal, Anne McKenny 

Antioch Weekend for All Youth  
 

Itõs that time of the year again when the Antioch Youth Group is calling on all local youth 

to join us for a weekend.  Antioch is a Catholic group for young people aged between 15 

(year 10) to their early 20õs.  Members come from all parts of the Redland/Bayside  

Deanery and we have weekly meetings at Mary MacKillop Church, Birkdale.  
 

The upcoming weekend will be full of activities, music and speakers, focusing on our Christian faith.  

Come along for a great time where you get to discuss your spirituality, make a bunch of friends and 

have a fantastically fun -filled time!!  
 

The weekend will be held at Mt Tamborine, starting at 7pm on Friday 2 nd July and concluding Sunday 

evening 4th July.  Bus transport will be provided, leaving from Mary MacKillop Church Birkdale at 5pm 

Friday and returning to the church on Sunday evening.  Cost $60 includes transport, accommodation and 

all meals. 
 

For more information or to register, phone one of the parent helpers ð 

Bob & Kerry Horvath 32078347       Jason & Shelly Whitby 38223861  

A òBig Thankó you goes to all our craft group volunteers who have spent many weeks of industrious 

hours in preparation for our fete, as well as to all those who helped to set up and man the very 

beautiful fete craft stall.   

Your kind and generous efforts are greatly appreciated.  

DEANERY NEWS  

Mary MacKillop ð An Australian Like Us  (Module 10)  
On 15 August 1867, Sister Mary MacKillop took both her first Vows as a Religious and the title ôof the Crossõ: 

a call to lifetime courage. After the most extraordinary cross, her 1871 excommunication from the Catholic 

Church, Mary was able to say ôI felt nearer to God than I had ever felt beforeõ and afterwards to 

her mother she wrote ôMy path, dearest Mamma, will yet be that of the Cross.õ (1872)   

Provided by Sr Marie White rsj of the Sisters of St Joseph - www.sosj.org.au.  

For further information, see   www.marymackillop.org.au and www.cathnews.com.au  

 

St Ritaõs Parish ð Junior Choir  
Calling all young singers and musicians.  The first rehearsal for the Junior Parish will be in the church on  

Thursday, 15 th  July  from 3.30pm to 4.30pm.   Come along and find out all about it.   Thank you to Jill Cox, 
mum to Kayla (5) and Kathleen Smith, mum to Lily (5) and Myra (2) at St Ritaõs school for this wonderful  

initiative.   If you have any questions you can talk to them or contact Elaine at the Parish office.   This is not 

just for school families but for all Parish children and young adults 8 years and above.  

http://www.sosj.org.au
http://www.marymackillop.org.au
http://www.cathnews.com.au


DEANERY NEWS  
 

Deanery Concert: 'Signs of Hope -  People of Faith'  
Tuesday Night Concert -  Songs & Stories with Peter Kearney  

Peter Kearney has been writing songs and hymns for most of his life. His best known compositions  

include ôFill My Houseõ, ôThe Beatitudesõ, sung all round the world, and ôWhere is Your Song, my Lord?õ. 

The concert will feature songs linked by stories and reflections about people whose faithful lives have  

brought hope and compassion into the world. Subjects include: Mary MacKillop ð Australiaõs first saint, Sr. 

Irene McCormack an Australian Josephite nun who was killed in Peru in 1991, Jean Vanier founder of LõArche 

communities giving welcome to people with disabilities, Fr. Mark Croker the shearer who became a shepherd - 

a ôlate vocationõ, Fr. Ted Kennedy priest and prophet of Redfern, Pope John Paul II, St. Joseph, St. Francis of 

Assisi and others.  

When:  Tuesday August 31 st .  7.30pm      Where: St. Luke's Church, 45 Degen Rd. Capalaba  

Cost: $5 - at door    (Refreshments on arrival - from 7.00pm)    RSVP: Dcn. Mike Jones (07) 3820 0109  

SANTA TERESA SPIRITUALITY CENTRE  

Bookings: Patrick Cremin on 3286 4011 or santateresa@bne.catholic.net.au  

Retreat  Date  Time Director  Cost Register 

by 

Women Mystics  Sat, 3rd July  9amñ4pm Dr Donna Orsuto  $70  5 Jul  

Encountering Jesus for the 

1st, 2nd & 3rd time  

Thurs, 22nd Jul  9amñ4pm Fr John Reilly  $60  13 Jul  

Jesus Communion Mission 27 Jun ñ 4 Jul  2, 4 or 6 days  Fr Chris Gleeson sj  $60  13 Jul  

Parish Administration Officer  
The Birkdale  parish is seeking a person for the above position. The position involves general parish secretarial 

and reception duties, including ordinary correspondence, weekly preparation of parish newsletter and data 

entry.   The successful applicant will have good interpersonal skills, experience in office procedures,  

proficiency in computer skills including a familiarity with Word and Publisher programs, observe  

confidentiality and possess an ability to work within a team environment. The position is for 12 hours per 

week, and paid at a rate according to the Clerks Private Sector Award. The actual remuneration rate will be 

dependent on the experience and skills brought to the position. A position description will be available from 

the Birkdale Parish Office (Phone 3822 2139) or can be requested by email at: 

birkmmack@bne.catholic.net.au .  

An understanding of and commitment to Catholic values and teachings is essential.  
 

Parish Finance Officer  
The Birkdale parish is seeking a person for the above position. The position includes preparation and  

maintenance of financial processes and records, maintenance of parish record -keeping, and assistance with 

general administrative oversight of the parish. The successful applicant will have good interpersonal skills, 

experience in office procedures, proficiency in computer skills including a familiarity with MYOB, Word and 

Publisher programs, observe confidentiality and possess an ability to work within a team environment.   The 

position will be 12 hours per week, and paid at a rate according to the Clerks Private Sector Award. The ac-

tual remuneration rate will be dependent on the experience and skills brought to the position. A position  

description is available from the Birkdale Parish Office (Phone 3822 2139) or can be requested by email at: 

birkmmack@bne.catholic.net.au .  

An understanding of and commitment to Catholic values and teachings is essential.  
 

Written applications marked òPrivate and Confidentialó should be addressed to: 

Fr. Anthony Mellor, Parish Administrator,  

Blessed Mary MacKillop Parish, 12 Hardy Rd, Birkdale Qld 4159  
 

Applications close Friday, 18 th  June 2010.  

mailto:birkmmack@bne.catholic.net.au
mailto:birkmmack@bne.catholic.net.au


Around the Archdiocese  
 

Brisbane Catholic Bushwalking Club  

Winter is the best time for bushwalking - Cooler & not so wet! Want to do something new? Need  

exercise? Want to see your countryside? Want to meet friends? Then come BUSHWALKING with the 
Brisbane Catholic Bushwalking Club.   Visit www.bcbc.bwq.org.au, or phone Greg on 3351 4092. We have 

walks in all areas, for all people, of all ages, from beginner to experienced.  

Musical Morning Tea  

Australian Church Women are having a 'Musical Morning Tea' featuring The Brothers James Singers on  

Thursday, 17th June at 10am at Bayside Uniting Church, 420 Wondall Rd.   Manly West.   Admission is $8 and 

everyone is welcome!   

St Thomas More's Parish , Toowoomba, is celebrating its Golden Jubilee (1960 -2010) with a Jubilee Mass at 

10am on 20th June, 2010 , followed by a BBQ, fete stalls,  and  entertainment for all ages.  Jubilee  

Memorabilia on sale.   Everyone welcome especially former parishioners.     

For further information  contact Michael or Maria - 4630 1010.  

Spaces are available in the next Children First Program  

for children adjusting to life after separation.  
 

The school holiday program will run on the mornings of the 5th - 9th July from 9.30am to 11.30am at 

the Centacare Catholic Family and Community Services, 58 Morgan Street, Fortitude Valley, Qld.  
 

Children First is : 
 

A program for children aged 5 ð 15 years who are adjusting to family life after the separation or divorce 

of their parents.  

An educative peer support group program   that   is  designed  to   help  children come to a better  

understanding of the divorce or separation of their parents, and also to help them adjust and adapt to 

the significant changes in their family life.  
 

The contact details for Centacare Catholic Family and Community Services are Ph: 3252 4371, fax: 3854 1246, 

email: cfcs@centacarebrisbane.net.au  or visit www.centacarebrisbane.net.au .  If you're interested please get 

your registration form in as soon as possible.  

There are registration forms are available on the back table of the church.  

Retreat for young adults (singles) 18 - 36 
A retreat entitled òSOUL JOURNEY: Uncluttering our life ó will be conducted on the weekend of 26 th/  27 th  

June  from 5pm Saturday to 4pm Sunday at Canossa Services, 169 Seventeen Miles Rocks Rd, Oxley.   

Bring your sleeping bag and a $30 donation.  RSVP to Sr. Rosa 38396003 / 0419779262  

This Month at Faith on Tap BRISBANE  
 

Come and listen to our very own MC ð David òChillió Chilnicean tell his fascinating & inspiring story of how he 

found his way home using Google (and it wasnõt because of Google Maps!) 

So bring a friend or two & join us for a top talk, fine food and good company with the crowd at the Pineapple.  

When: Monday 14th June 2010 (Queenõs birthday public holiday!) 

Optional meals in Park Bar from 6:30pm.   

Talk starts upstairs at 7:30pm  

Where : The Pineapple Hotel, Main Street, Kangaroo Point  

Join us for this laid back gathering and come early for a tasty meal from the special FoT menu with $10 pizzas 

and more at the Pineapple Park Bar!  

Please spread the word & we hope to see you all there from Marisa and the FoT crew!  

For more information visit www.faithontap.org.au  

FoT Brisbane: Every 2nd Monday of the month  

For those between 18 - 35 years*   (*Priests/Religious not included in age range)  

 

http://www.bcbc.bwq.org.au/
http://www.faithontap.org.au/


Mary MacKillopõs Canonisation Pilgrimage 

The Archdiocese of Brisbane are organizing a 12 day Pilgrimage Departing Saturday, 9th October.   

The Pilgrimage will be accompanied by Archbishop John Bathersby.  

If you are interested in finding out more about it collect a brochure from the back table of the church.  

Date Claimers :  
Bishop Brian Finnigan  will launch Fr Ken (Missionaries of Godõs Love), Barkerõs new book òHis Name is 

Mercyó at 10.30 am on Wednesday 7 th  July  at the commencement of the Prayer Gathering in St 

Stephenõs Chapel beside St Stephenõs Cathedral.  Fr Ken will give a reflection on Forgiveness & 

Mercy  during the Prayer gathering.    All are welcome.    

As One VoiceñNational Music Conference ñFriday, 24th to Sunday 26th September , 2010.  This is an  

exciting music event for singers, instrumentalists, choirs, liturgists, teachers and all who are involved in  

music.  For information visit www.asonevoice.com.au. 

Archdiocesan Adult Faith Education Gathering, 2010 will be held on Sunday, 12th September , Upper Mt 

Gravatt.  òThe most critical question regarding Adult Faith formation is that of Identity: both human and  

divine.ó 

 

Time for a Smile  

Employee: ôMy wife says I should ask you for a raise.õ 

Boss:  ôIõll ask my wife if I can give you one.õ 
 

Boss:  ôYou should have been here at 9.30.õ 

Employee: ôWhy, what happened?õ 
 

Employee:  ôI think I deserve a raise - there are three companies after me.õ 

Boss:  ôIs that so?  What other companies are after you?õ 

Employee: ôThe gas, phone and electricity companies!õ 

Ordinary Time  
ôToday we return to what is called òOrdinary Timeó in the Church. Each year the yearly cycle of the Church 

calendar unfolds the entire mystery of Christ from Advent, through Christmas, Lent and Easter and finally to 

the feast of Christ the King. We also remember and celebrate the lives of the Saints on special feast days and 

anniversaries.õ   

From the Catholic Enquiry Centre  http://www.catholicenquiry.com  

Parish Spirituality  

ôEvery Christian community must realize that not only do the weak need the strong, but also that the strong  

cannot exist without the weak. The elimination of the weak is the death of the fellowship.õ  

         Dietrich Bonhoeffer  (1906-1945), 

Around the Archdiocese  

Please visit www.pray2010.org.au/prayer  to become a Prayer Supporter and/or leave a Prayer Intention.  
 

Prayer Supporters   

You are invited to add your heart and voice to this chorus of prayer, so that the fruits of Pray 2010 will flow 

into the ongoing life and mission of our local Church communities. Those attending Pray 2010 can contribute to 

this by taking some time to pray for a period of time in the onsite prayer room . If you are unable to attend 

Pray 2010 yet are open to become an offsite prayer supporter you are invited to register and commit to pray 

wherever you might be at times convenient to you.  
 

Prayer Intentions   

You are invited to identify Prayer Intentions for which you seek prayer. A list of these 

Prayer Intentions will be displayed on the wall of the onsite prayer room at Pray 2010 as 

well as on this website. Please visit the Pray2010 website and list your prayer intentions 

(20 word maximum).  

http://www.catholicenquiry.com
http://www.cqod.com/cqodndaa.htm#Bonhoeffer
http://www.pray2010.org.au/prayer


 

Ministers to the Sick ñ 

Sundays 

Group 1 :Helen & Mike Britton  

Group 2 : Paddy Berrell  

Other Volunteers  Church Cleaning  
Team 3  

Sat, 18th June 9.30am  

Church Flowers  

19th June  

Office Reception  
Friday 18th June  

 9.30am ñ 12.00noon  

 
 

            Leanne Dyer 

            Helen Britton  

 

         Betty Eaton  

 

          Kay Grieve 

THE CATHOLIC LEADER:  Your Church, Your Life, Your Paper -   only $1.50  

In this weeks edition:  
 

Thousands rally for procession in Brisbane to honour feast of Corpus Christi.  
Josephite Sisters to be remembered in memorial tribute.  
New book tracing Queensland Catholic education history revealed.  
Groups to rally for refugee rights at Brisbane event.  
Soccer World Cup cloaks major human trafficking problem in Africa.  
Josephite book invites others to walk in Blessed Maryõs footsteps. 
Catholic Mission supports indigenous people losing their island home in Torres Strait.  
Fr Dan Benedetti ñSharing the Gospel message with todayõs youth. 
Special feature ñWays to help find Peace of Mind in grief  

 

For more information on the articles in this publication -  Check out the website at www.catholicleader.com.au 

Rosters for 19th/20th June ñ Week 3  

Ministry  Saturday 6pm  Sunday 7am  Sunday 9am  Sunday 6pm  

Mass Co- Ordinators  Peter Tune  Bernie Sturdy &  

Shaun Hennessy 

Peter Cawley Les Preston 

Ministers of the Word  Paul Rees 

Sacramental Program 

Parents 

John Josefski  

Anne Josefski  

Paul Smith 

Sacramental  

Program Parents 

Glenys Dowling 

Leanne Dyer 

Les Preston 

Eucharistic Ministers  Laurie Smith  

Pat Flood 

Eddie Dunne 

Kay Grieve 

Paul Smith 

John Evans 

Jennifer Fielding  

Doris Williamson  

Stephanie Lemon 

Debra Kruk  

John Mullins  

Altar Servers  Niamh Conway 

Toni Hoffman  

Conor Davison 

Lauren York  Daniel Groundwater  

Dainah Egan 

Maddie Egan 

Abbie Payne 

Grace Talbot  

Lachlan Greer  

Projector Operator  Catherine Tune  Wim Van Schie  Laine Groundwater  Lauren Wilson  

Jnr Children's  

Liturgy  

No Childrenõs  

Liturgy  

No Childrenõs  

Liturgy  

No Childrenõs  

Liturgy  

No Childrenõs  

Liturgy  

Upper Primary  

Children's Liturgy  

No Childrenõs  

Liturgy  

No Childrenõs  

Liturgy  

No Childrenõs  

Liturgy  

No Childrenõs  

Liturgy  

Rosevale Ministers  

Thurs, 16th June  

 

Mass with Fr Leo.  All Ministers are welcome.  

ôThe mystery of God hugs you in its all- encompassing arms.õ -   Hildegard of Bingen  


