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Forgivenesfi the Ultimate Proof of Love

W hen | was a little boy there was a huge plate on a shelf overlooking the living room in our house. We had often been tohy t
great grandmother had given it to my grandmother and that she had passed it on to my mother on her wedding day. It
invaluable family heirloom. One afternoon my brothers and | had a pillow throwing session. Suddenly the plate came crastting t
ground. The silence that followed was as loud as the crash. We were all scurrying for shelter awaiting the furore whey my
parents would come home. Do you recognize this kind of high voltage situation?
The Gospel today recalls one such scene. For three years Jesus had been training his disciples. When the final crunclegaa t|
behaved disgracefully. Judas betrayed him, Peter denied him and they all ran away. They had been called to leave alimo |follo
Christ. Mark gives a parting picture of a bare bottom disappearing into the darkness. A disciple had left alten his clothes to run
away from Christ! By any standard they all got failing grades.

Imagine the tension when the risen Lord appears in their midst. Would he berate them and scold them? Would he fire thénletof
and seek replacements? They must have been very tense as they waited for a sign of how he was taking it all. And then
"Shalom, peace be with you. As the Father has sent me so | also send you. Receive the Holy Spirit. When you forgive siasethgty
forgiven. When you hold them back they are held back." What an unexpected and total surprise. He expresses peace, lojje and
confidence in them in spite of their failure and incompetence. Instead of firing them in disgrace he promotes them||and
missions them as his envoys. Now, as never before, they know that they are loved. To be loved after failure is to be lovgd fo
yourself and for who you are. In a sense it is only the one who has failed who can be loved. There is no testing in biivg pps
towards those who please us all the time. But knowing that they have failed and are forgiven the disciples can go out fiill of
confidence not in their sinful selves, but in the Lord who sent them. Their confidence comes from being sent. "As the Fasisent
me, so | also send you."

But Jesus knew that it would not be easy for these, his incompetent insecure envoys, to continue the mission with so muaof hpr
their hearts. He was aware that to err is human, to blame others is even more human, and to forgive is a divine gift. Behethgm
his Spirit to empower them for their task. "When you forgive sins they are forgiven
when you hold them back they are held back." Very simply he says to them, "l knt
that by your own power you cannot go on working together and you cannot fulfil th
mission that | am giving you. There is too much pain and hurt among you. To forgiv
that hurt, which you cannot do of your own power, | give you my spirit to empowe
you to forgive as | forgive. Take that power and use it and you will set yourselve
free. Refuse to take and use it and you continue in your self imprisonment, your sil
His words had a special power in the light of his own ghe-spot example.
The capacity to be loving to the one who has failed is a gift of the Holy Spirit. In this
account it is the Spirit's first gift. And the first recipient of it must be ourselves. It is
only when we humbly accept ourselves as forgiven sinners that we know that we ¢
loved and become capable of showing a similar love towards others.

said

Source.: Sundays into Silence A Pathway o Life - Gerry Pierse, cssr
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Wanted: Your small to medium glass jars

The fete is fast approaching and we are in need of clean glass jars (small to medium) for jams and ?
preserves. So, before you toss those glass jars in the recycling bin, remember us and bring them in q Li

and place them in the box provided at the back door church. Thankyou for your kindness.

St Ritabds Community Fete

Do you have any donations of pre -loved clothing, books, kids toys, trash and treasure
SNfor our annual St Ritads Community Fete?
be placed by the back door of the church, however until this is erected please leave

- your contributions at the back of the church.
Please note that no electrical items can be accepted due to safety regulations.

St Ritads Bus Trip
Come and join your fellow parishioners on a pleasurable bus trip to Redcliffe on Thursday, 22nd April . We will

be departing from St Ritads at 9.00am and returning
Bus has been booked for this excursion, so be sure to secure your place!
Morning Tea will be provided. For lunch you have the option of bringing your own picnic lunch or buying fish
and chips in Redcliffe. The cost of this outing is $15. A deposit of $5 is required on booking and the balance
can be settled over the next two weeks. Over the next two weekends, after Mass there will be designated
volunteers who will be able to assist you with your booking and payment. T T
For further information contact Carol Turk on 3207 8035 or @%@JE@@\T
Eileen OdHalloran on 3207 6445.

We look forward to seeing you on the bus! ‘Lg@ . J@L ©\

\

Our next monthly meeting will be held on  Monday, 12th April  at 10.00am in the Church Meeting Room.

C Care & Concern News
Please come along and join us you will be most welcome.

This weekend is Divine Mercy Sunday
Our 9.00am Sunday morning Mass will be followed by Chaplet of Divine Mercy, Reconciliation,
Benediction and Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament.

Please consider attending, you will be most welcome.

The Little White Book

Continue the Lenten endeavour after Easter to Pentecost, by setting aside 6 minutes of quiet time
each day to read from your companion i the Little White Book. These wonderful little books can be
purchased from the back table at the cost of $5 each or if you take 10 or more i $4 each.

Next weekend, Deacon Mike Jones , our Deanery Representative will be preaching at the 6.00pm Saturday
Vigil Mass and the 7.00am & 9.00am Sunday Masses.

at

New Parishioners Is your credit card expiry date coming up soon?
I f youdre moving in! \rie  apsyenis yes, and you are a valued
Please put your name in the Newcomers Book member of our Planned/Thanksgiving program, please
and collect a New Parishioners pack which all can notify the parish office of your new credit card
be found on the back table of the Church. details as soon as possible.

Wedél!! be i n touch]| s|oeuncontributions are greatly
appreciated, and are a very necessary
element in enabling the parish to

fulfill its vision & mission.
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Pro- Life Prayer and Rosary Crusade
5%%} In the hope of preventing the legislation of abortion in Queensland, a Pro -Life and Rosary ®
) )

Crusade will be held in the Church every Thursday. Prayers commence at 1.30pm followed by
the Rosary.

Adopt a Garden

%P Our parish car park has been divided into 8 gardens. One of these gardens, no 7, in the top
left hand corner (as you drive in from the street), has lost its carer and is up for
adoption! If you enjoy gardening, we would be grateful for your green fingers! The main
responsibility of the gardening volunteer is to keep the adopted garden tidy and weed free.
Please contact the parish office if you are able to assist in this regard.

ARCHBI SHOP6S CENTACARE APPEAL
The Archbishopbds Centacare Appeal wbdl7/18Apd. hel d i

Every year the Appeal is run in all parishes to help raise funds towards the $700,000 annual cost of

Centacare by providing practical, compassionate support to the infirm, the hospitalised, unemployed people,
people with disabilities, members of the indigenous community, people living with mental illness, prisoners,
young people and families in crisis.

Demand for Centacareds Pastoral Services continues to
provide care and comfort to those most vulnerable in our society .

Please support Centacare and come next weekend prepared to give generously. Thank you.

Donations are tax deductible 8 ABN 35 020 644 975

Project Compassion 2010 - What a wonderful effort
Donations over the Easter weekend amounted to $1649.90, bringing this year's total up to $4562.00. What a
wonderful effort . A very big thank you to all contributors. We have not only met our target of $4000 for

2010 but beaten it by more than ten percent and there will still be a few more contributions to come in.

This year's stories from Project Compassion for the six weeks of Lent have been both inspiring and heart -
wrenching. They have shown us how big a contribution we can make to improve the lot of our less fortunate
brothers and sisters both here throughout the world simply by diverting a small part of our good fortune to

them through an organisation like Caritas.  This is truly a great way to respond to the gospel message to "Love
your neighbour as yourself'.  Even though Lent is now over, please continue to support Catholic Social Justice
initiatives - there are so many opportunities both here and overseas. Project Compassion contributions will
continue to come in for another week or two so we won't be drawing a line under our 2010 campaign just yet.

If you would like to be part of this great effort, there is still time. Just return your PC2010 envelopes or
money boxes or put your offering in an envelope marked Project Compassion in any of the collections.

Thank you! 11 & 18 April

Caritas Australia would like to THANK YOU for supporting Project * Caritas
Compassion. If you still have a box or set of envelopes, please bring them AUSTRALLA
back next week. If you are wondering how you could make a difference in ,IB

the struggle against poverty in your daily life then visit www.bemore.org.au PROJECT
and take up the challenge to BE More! COMPASSION

Point to Ponder :
Everyone of us is talented in some way. Stewardship encourages us to use any talent we have to benefit an

individual, the Church or the community.

Centacareds Pastoral Ministries. Just as Jesus reachdgd

C



DEANERY NEWS

CRAFTY LADIES CIRCLE

A weekend to be guided by Cathie Stone
Do you love crafty things? Do you need some time and quiet space for your spirit? This weekend will give

you time -out to be creative and renew your spirit.
WHEN: 7.00 pm FRIDAY 30 APRIL to 3.00 pm SUNDAY 2 MAY
WHERE: Presentation Spirituality Centre, 26 Kooralgin Street, Manly
COST: $180 (Cost for non -residential participants can be arranged)
BOOKINGS: Phone: 3396 3290 RSVP by 21 April ( Numbers are limited)
Prayer in Times of Doubt Mary MacKillop 3 An Australian Like Us
(Module 1)
Lord Jesus, Born in Melbourne on January 15, 1842, of
Give me confidence in the depths of danger. Scottish migrant parents, Mary was the eldest
Give me hope when | am surrounded by fear. of eight children. Her mother, Flora (McDonald),
Calm the anxieties pressing in on me a strong and courageous woman, had amazing
from the world I live in. trust in Godds Providenc
Lord Jesus, give me your peace. father, Alexander, was unsuccessful in business.
In 1873, Mary wrote: ©0My
Reassure me that you are with me when | seem alone. of sorrow, my home when | had it a most
Ease my doubting, as you did Thomas's. unhappy oneé When | wa$
Lord Jesus, give me your peace. sixteen years of age, the principal care of a
i i |l arge family fell upon m
Guide my ?’eamh'”g for peace, yearly mor e Pewviddd bntha Sistes
so that | may not seek it where it is not to be found, . .
but I may seek it in You. or St J.osep 1 - nwn.505.01.aL /—"or further in-
o . formation, see www.marymackillop.org.au and
Lord Jesus, live in me and give me your peace.
www.cathnews.com.au
Amen.
The annual Dutch April Fest 2010 ”/\\o(\\\
Come along to the Dutch Village at 62 Collingwood Rd, Birkdale on  Sunday, 18th April  to enjoy a o °_/V
taste of the Dutch culture. There will be live entertainment, Dutch snacks, coffee and cake, a gg@‘;_
street organ and band musi c, craft and books,&éijjﬁ:)
Admission is free. -
xy Around the Archdiocese @
Faith on Tap Brisbane
We all need people to look up to; people whose lives embody ideals we hold important and strive to emulate.
Every form of human community has heroes. In Australian society, football stars are an obvious example.
The Australia Day Honours List awards the outstanding achievements of our citizens. The Church community,
too, is full of heroes and heroines.
Who are the people you look up to? Who are your friends in high places?
Jovina Graham is a final year medical student at the University of Sydney. Spurred by the life -changing
experience of WYD Cologne 2005, she took a year off to volunteer for WYDO08 (including comparing on SBS)
and afterwards walked on pilgrimage to Spain's Santiago de Compostela. Recently returned from a medical
mi ssion in Peru, Jovina wil!/ be talking about her hie
Monday, 12th April  at the Pineapple Hotel, 706 Main Street Hotel, Kangaroo Point. It is for 18 to 35 year
olds.*(Religious/priests not included in age range) Kicks off @ 6.30pm (meals from $10 - optional) Speaker @

7.30pm followed by a Q&A session Bar open unti 9.30pm, venue closes @ 10pm
http://mww.facebook.com/#!/event.php?eid=114346905242870

Christ is the open door out of the cage of sin.

1%
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Around the Archdiocese

LEAVEN HOUR - Friday 23 Aril 2010
Leaven Hour = Eucharist + Eucharistic Adoration 5:10pm

For information, contact Mark Lysaght on 1300 133 544 or visit

-6:30pm at St Stephen's Chapel, Elizabeth St, Brisbane
Leaven Hour, sponsored by a number of youth organisations across Brisbane, is an opportunity for young adults
to gather with prayer, song, Scripture and silence (generally on the fourth Friday of each month).
www.catholicpriesthood.com

HEALING RALLY WITH FR JOHN REA

To be held on Friday, 30th April
A night of
For more info phone Norma : 33693832 or Bruce : 33250359

from 7.30pm at St Mary Magdalenes Church, Cecil Rd, Bardon.
PRAISE, HEALING & THANKSGIVING GENERAL & INDIVIDUAL PRAYERS
or visit our web site  www.ccrbardon.org.au

Multicultural Fiesta
Sunday, 18th April

Do 0412 515 692 or consult the parish notice board or email ethnicyouthministrycouncil

is a gathering of young people from various cultural backgrounds.
from 4pm til late at the Viethamese Catholic Community Centre, 42 Lilac Street, Inala.
program includes free entertainment, lion dance, food stalls, rides, games, traditional performances, national
costume parade, raffle, information stalls. For more info contact Fr Sylvester Karasiuk 0404 085 041 or Vincent

It will be held on
The

@googlegroups.com.

Celebrate Reconciliation together
The Churches Together Indigenous People's Partnership (CTIPP) of QCT invites
Reconciliation on Tuesday, 1st June

Torres Strait Islanders and non
towards reconciliation and hope,
information, contact Georgia Corowa on 3369 6792 or email

to continue to achieve great things together.
ctipp@qct.org.au

at 7:30pm in St John's Cathedral, Ann St, Brisbane.
Reconciliation Week (May 27th -June 3') through song and dance, prayer and the Word. This week highlights
the valuable actions that take place to build and maintain respectful relationships between Aboriginal and
-Indigenous peoples. The service will help us to spiritually refresh our hearts
All are welcome.

you to join in a Service of
Celebrate

For further

"Sons of the Father”  is an exciting new initiative
from menAlive
that successfully commenced last year, 2009.

There is a hunger in boys to become men. There is a fire in young men to follow
those who have gone before them and to go further still. A desire to rise up and
face the expectations and challenges placed before them by the men who have
fought more battles in their lives and who have the map to get them through the

maze. How do they make it through without hitting the land mines? How do

they face the battle of life? As fathers we too have desires, a desire to
transform a young boy into a powerful man.  To speak to him, guide him through
what can be an arduous road. Help him go after dreams. Help create vision and
most of all, to just share life. 0Sons of the Fatherdé is
fathers and their teenage sons to work through these, and other important
issues.

The retreat will start on  Friday, 4th June  (7.30pm) and will run to Sunday, 6th
June (mid afternoon) at Kindilan Conference Centre, Cnr Days Rd and
German Church Rds, Redland Bay.

For more information consult the parish noticeboard or call:

Gavin 0411 619 195, Robert 0412 745 734, Peter 0409 479 373, or
Des 0433 683 135.  Register now as numbers are strictly limited!!

rayl
BRISBANE

-10 JUly 2010

= MNumerous
P royer
experiences
= 300 prayer
workshops

40 keynote
addresses
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Mass for You at Home
Mass i s

broadcast by the 10 Network

throughout the week. For more information visit www.mfyah.com.au

at 6.
participate in a Sunday Mass from their homes. It is repeated on the Aurora Channel on Foxtel twice a day

0OO0am every Sund

ay .
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10 Waysto ee¢.
BASK in the
JOY of EASTER

EASTER is a season, not just a Sunday. Make the most of these weeks in the

Churchoés calendar (right up to Pentecosfi)], a season of joy 4
Perhaps we dono6t think of ©6éenjoying ourggdgrveso as a partrecur
yet, if the world is to recognise us as a people of the  Good News, it is vital that The Resurrection. A story too
they see and hear tangible evidence of this fact! good to be true?
Our joy cannot be muttered words of piety, it must be felt in the glow of our disciples found it difficult to
smiles, in the warmth of our welcome, in outreaching hands and hearts. believe at first. ~ But then the

awesome reality began to sink in: He

is risen from the dead! Death is not

1.Remember you awakening in faith. 6. Have some fun. th d. oursi forai b
. . . . . . e end. Our sins are forgiven. Peace
Think back on your journey of faith. Rumble with the kids. Dance with . o . g . .
. is a possibility. Life can be filled with
Was there a special moment of your three year old. Challenge the )
. R L . hope which no one, not even the most
conversion? An 0|A|h fanaly t@ a backiyhodrorecket match. . )
. . evil of evils, can take from us.
when it all made sense? Who first Hold a fancy -dress meal. Anyone ) s )
. . With our faith in the Resurrection, we
taught you the story of Jesus? Get for a game of trivial pursuit? Share o .
. . . , are assured life in the Spirit of the
in touch with these precious some laughs. If you can get a smile . .
. risen Christ, now and eternally.
memories and allow them to affect (okay, a look of amusement) out of
your present. your skeptical tlepnager, youdve

2.Adorn your home. succeeded big-time.

10. Listen to the newly baptized.

(o]}

Fill your home with Easter symbols 7. Make prayer time special. i
. . . N . . Those who were baptized at the
of light and I|ife. P Lighty a maladlela&eryourafa)rmlysomgs,E er Viail h hei ial
light candles, add potted colour or a me al , reflect and| |s ayas e%\ r%gl gv'gf ?Ireé\fvnuSPeglo
. . _— 6resurrection st
gold and white festive tablecloth. verse. Make a pilgrimage to a vt ber of taith
. N . i nvite a new member of your fai
Build an O6Easter gla|r dsacdll place or Istegineb alak a ) 4
. . . . family home for a cuppa and a
yard with the kids. Springclean prayer on your journey. If you are .
o . chat, let them tell you their story.
your sacred space and open the grieving a sorrow bring your tears o .
. This is a stunning way to hear the
bible to the Easter Gospel. to Jesus at the foot of the cross. . )
Good News proclaimed in your own
3.Throw a party. 8. Touch a sorrow. living room.
Now that your home is looking good, Reach out to someone who is
throw a 6resurr ec|t|i ofmdingpitanard Yo &eel jpydut this
your fellow believers and invite the Easter. Drop in a card or pot -plant
nei ghbours. It nle p d to@ grievingfamiy. Irvite @ onely
bash. (Then again it might be!) Let person to a family meal. Give a
your neigbourhood know that practical gift (eg mow a lawn, mend
Christians are joyful at Easter. a fence or cook a casserole) for a
4.Send out warm messages. person who is ill or financially
Fill your Easter season with smiles, struggling.  Visit someone who is
warm handshakes, affection, looks housebound, or perhaps in hospital
of Jlove. Pl ant bl PrNAE youd notes
around the house where family 9. Celebrate Sundays well
members will find them. Or add a Every Sunday is tthe ©o6Day of t he
speci al Easter tregdt LiomdPourmnuchiblwee&kl y Easterd when we
lunch box. Romance your spouse in remember and celebrate the
a special way this Easter. mystery of Chris}fpdos death and
5 Welcome the sun resurrection. Make Sundays during
Get up early one morning to greet the Easter season extra special: a
the sunrise and to read the Gospel time for resting, praying, enjoying
account of the discovery of the family and friends.
empty tomb (John 20:1 -9). Or find
anot her way to pralyffully enjoy God&s

creation.




